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January 6, 2023 
  

 A word is not something spiritual as opposed to something ma-

terial. Everything about a word is material: it begins as a puff of 

air, is put in motion by the contraction of our lungs, is pushed up 

the tunnel of the esophagus through constrictions of larynx and 

pharynx, and is then worked on by that excellent trio, tongue, 

teeth, and lips, to make a word. That is not the end of the physi-

calness, the materiality, of word. Air composed of a combination 

of named gases, mixed with a variety of pollutants in the air we 

breathe, transmits the word to our ears along paths, these incred-

ible miniature ear miracles of engineering, paths that are just as 

physical as any concrete bridge or asphalt roadway. The word 

bangs against a membrane and activates tiny acoustical gears 

that drive sound into the synapses of the brain, at which point 

we repent of our sins or believe in Jesus or love our enemy or 

visit the sick, any one of which actions is physical: word into 

flesh. Meister Eckhart (d. 1327), the Dominican preacher in Ger-

many, famously put contemplation in this earthly context in a 

sermon: “If a man were in rapture like St. Paul, and knew a sick 

man who needed some soup from him, I should think it far bet-

ter if you abandoned rapture for love.”  

 

Eugene H. Peterson 

Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading , p. 114 

 

Nations afar, 

In ignorance deep, 

Isles of the sea, where darkness lay, 

These hear His voice, 

They wake from sleep, 

And throng with joy the upward way. 

They cry with us, 

“Send forth Thy light, 

O Lamb, once slain for sinful men; 

Burst Satan’s bonds,  

O God of might; 

Set all men free!” Amen, amen. 

 

O God of God, O Light of Light 

The Lutheran Hymnal 132, st. 4 
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PRELUDE 

Wie schön leuchtet der Morgensern, BuxWV 223     Dieterich Buxtehude 
text and tune: LSB 395 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

As with Gladness Men of Old LSB 397 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Ecce advenit     Is 40:10; 1 Chr 29:11–12; Ps 72:1     Mode II 

Behold, the Lord, the Ruler hath come: and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in His hand. 

℣ Give the King Thy judgments, O God: and Thy righteousness unto the King’s Son. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who 

know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

Sitting 
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OLD TESTAMENT     Isaiah 60:1–6 

 Thus says the LORD God: Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Omnes de Saba     Is 60:6     Jacob Handl 

Omnes de Saba venient: 

 aurum et thus deferentes: 

 et laudem Domino annuntiantes, alleluia. 

All they from Sheba shall come: 

 they shall bring gold and incense: 

 and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord, alleluia. 

EPISTLE     Ephesians 3:2–12 

Brethren: You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospe l. 

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the 
working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through our faith in him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE 

Festa Christi     Mode VII 

Let all faithful Christians 

Observe the feasts of Christ the Lord! 

Adorned in such marvelous fashion, 

Deserving by all men to be adored! 

For He Who sustains all creation 

Draws nigh to bid the Gentiles be restored. 

The Child is delivered; 

A star by eastern sages clear is seen; 

The darkness is severed; 

“This sign,” they think, “can bode no glory mean!” 

Precious treasures for gifts they bring 

As to a heavenly King, 

Yet a babe lowly 

Where they the sign discern; 

And despising a tyrant bold 

Set on a throne of gold, 

They seek Christ solely 

And to His manger turn. 

Then savage Herod, raging with fervency, 

Viewing this newborn Ruler indignantly, 

Orders immediately 

Bethlehem’s children by cruel steel to die. 

O Christ, of martyr armies how great a store 

Thou for the Father wilt, when Thy years are more, 

Levy by holy lore, 

Seeing how many were Thine in infancy! 

Thirty years of manhood having spanned, 

Very God submitteth to the hand 

Of His servant renowned in the land, 

And for us Baptism hallows, 

To wash away our disobedience. 

Lo, the Spirit flying from above 

Lights on Him in likeness of a dove, 

To anoint Him with gladness and love 

Far above all of His fellows, 

And makes His breast His constant residence. 

And the Father’s voice from out the cloud  

Tenderly sounds aloud, 

Relents of His censure 

And grief that He had made humanity, 

Saying, “Verily Thou art My Son, 

Thou My Beloved One, 

In Whom I take pleasure; 

This day, My Son, have I begotten Thee. 

Hear Him, hear Him, all ye nations, knowing He 

Is your Master.” 

Standing 

ALLELUIA 

Vidimus stellam     Mode VI 

 
℣ We have seen His star in the East: and are come with gifts to worship the Lord. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 2:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, 
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
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  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright LSB 395 
stanzas 2 and 5 sung by the choir 
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 

Sitting 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

Surge illuminare     Is 60:1     William Byrd 

Surge illuminare Jerusalem, quia venit lumen tuum: 

 et gloria Domini super te orta est, alleluia. 

Arise, shine, Jerusalem, for your light is come: 

 and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you, alleluia. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from 
before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found 
in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 

not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 

and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 

pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 

Ab Oriente venerunt     Jacob Handl 

Ab Oriente venerunt Magi 

 in Bethlehem adorare Dominum: 

et apertis thesauris suis 

 pretiosa munera obtulerunt: 

aurum sicut Regi magno, 

thus sicut Deo vero, 

myrrham sepulturae eius, a lleluia. 

Out of the east came the Magi 

 to Bethlehem to worship the Lord: 

and opening their treasures 

 they offered precious gifts: 

gold, as for a great King, 

incense, as for the true God, 

myrrh for His burial, alleluia. 

HYMNS 

The Star Proclaims the King Is Here LSB 399 
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398 
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O Savior of Our Fallen Race LSB 403 

 

 

 

 
 

 
5 For from the Father’s throne You came, 

His banished children to reclaim; 

And earth and sea and sky revere 

The love of Him who sent You here. 

    Alleluia! 

6 And we are jubilant today, 

For You have washed our guilt away. 

O hear the glad new song we sing 

On this, the birthday of our King! 

    Alleluia! 

D  7 O Christ, Redeemer virgin-born, 

Let songs of praise Your name adorn, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

    Alleluia! 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS     2 Tim 4:22; Ps 103:1 

 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Arise and Shine in Splendor LSB 396 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BWV 739     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 395 
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