
 

The Circumcision and Name of Jesus 

January 1, 2023 
  

 
Ever-living God,  

in the birth of your Son  

true religion has its origin  

and its perfect fulfillment.   

Help us to share in the life of Christ  

for he is the salvation of mankind,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   

Amen 

 

Should the Christian stand all day long at the grave of all joys which he 

enjoyed in past years? Through Holy Baptism a great stream of joy has 

been conducted in his heart, which does not drain away, but streams for-

ward with his life until its waves carry him into the sea of a blessed eter-

nity. Should the Christian be reminded all day long that the flowers of his 

youth fall more and more? He stands planted by God in the water of his 

Baptism as a palm tree which becomes greener and greener and whose 

leaves never whither. Yes, his Baptism makes death for him like a short 

winter’s nap, out of which an eternal spring – an eternal youth – follows.  

For Baptism is a bath that washed me not only once when I received it – 

washed me pure with Christ’s blood – bit it continuously washes me clean 

even daily for as long as I hold it in faith. For just as that same water of the 

flood drowned the sinners, but Noah with his relatives were brought to 

salvation and carried to Mt. Ararat, so also did the water of my Baptism 

drown my sins, but my soul was brought to the eternal mountain of di-

vine grace. And just as at once those same waves of the Red Sea, which 

swallowed up Pharaoh and his army, were a protective wall for Israel, so 

also has my baptismal water swallowed up all of my damnation and is for 

me a sure wall before God’s wrath and punishment... 

Now then, all of you who believe in God’s Word, let your watchword for 

entering the new year be this: “I am baptized!” Although the world may 

laugh at this comfort, the enthusiasts vex its confidence...nevertheless, 

abandon any other dearly held pledges and speak only throughout the en-

tire year to come, in all terrors of conscience and necessity through sin and 

death: “I am baptized! I am baptized! Hallelujah!” And you shall preva il! 

In every time of need, you will find comfort in your Baptism; on account 

of it Satan will flee from your faith and confession; and in death you will 

see heaven opened and will finally come into the joy of your Lord to cele-

brate a great year of jubilee, a year of praise, with all the angels forever 

and ever. Amen! 

 

C. F. W. Walther 

In Treasury of Daily Prayer 
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PRELUDE 
Verbum caro factum est     Jn 1:14     Hans Leo Hassler/Heinrich Scheidemann 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love LSB 900 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are saved. 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Puer natus     Is 9:6; Ps 98:1     Mode VII 

Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God:  

 the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

℣ Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song: for He hath done marvelous things. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECTS     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood 
on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 
 

P God, You made Your only-begotten Son to be the Savior of mankind and gave Him the name of Jesus. 
Mercifully grant that we who worship His name on earth may joyfully behold Him in heaven; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  



6 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     Genesis 17:3b–14 

In those days the LORD spoke to Abram, saying: “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the 
father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, 
for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make 
you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to  be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”  

And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your off-
spring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. He who is eight days old among you shall 
be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your 
money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is bought 
with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 
Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he 
has broken my covenant.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Viderunt omnes     Ps 98:3–4, 2     Mode V 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God: make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth. 

℣ The Lord hath made known His salvation: His righteousness hath He openly showed in the sight of the heathen.  

EPISTLE     Galatians 3:23–29 

Brethren: Before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would 
be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if 
you are Christ's, then you are Abraham’s off spring, heirs according to promise. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 
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ALLELUIA 
Dies sanctificatus     Mode VI 

 
℣ A holy day dawns upon us; come, ye nations, and adore the Lord:  

 for today a great light is descended upon the earth. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 2:21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

At that time: At the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by 
the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon 
The Lord’s Prayer – The Introduction & First Petition 

What is the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
What does this mean 
With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true 
children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 
 
What is the First Petition 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
What does this mean? 
God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also 
 
How is God’s name kept holy? 
God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children 
of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who 
teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heav-
enly Father! 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
O Blessed Day When First Was Poured TLH 115 

 
 

5 Lord, circumcise our heart, we pray, 

And take what is not Thine away. 
Write Thine own name upon our hearts, 

Thy Law within our inward parts. 

6 O Lord, the Virgin-born, to Thee 

Eternal praise and glory be, 
Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Ghost forevermore. 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

Tui sunt caeli     Ps 89:11, 14a     Mode IV 

The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thine;  
as for the world and the fullness thereof, Thou hast founded them: 

 justice and judgment are the habitation of Thy throne. 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED TO JESSE AND LAURA OWINGS 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

SHARING OF THE PEACE     Rom 16:16; Mt 5:22–44; Eph 4:1–3 
 
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of forgiveness and  

reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper. 
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, 
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 

Viderunt omnes     Ps 98:3; 96:1, 3     Mode I 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

℣ O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 

 Declare His glory among the heathen: His wonders among all people. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

HYMNS 
The Ancient Law Departs LSB 898 
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The Infant Priest Was Holy Born LSB 624 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

From East to West LSB 385 
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Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a  lord: 
    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

D  7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

  



16 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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A Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS     2 Tim 4:22; Ps 103:1 

 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly LSB 897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ, SSWV 135 (vv. 7–8)     Samuel Scheidt 
text and tune: LSB 382 

Congregants may remain in the pews during the postlude, or make their way to the fellowship hour.  

END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual: Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 
Offertory and Communion: Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual: Offertories and Communions 
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