
 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 8, 2023 
  

 As the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer 
are gifts given by God, so also Holy Baptism. What it benefits, 

gives, and works is all summed up in the fact that it saves. To be 

saved, we know, is nothing else than to be delivered from sin, 

death, and the devil, and to enter the kingdom of Christ and live 
with Him forever. Where God’s Name is, there must also be life 

and salvation. “Baptism is not a work which we do, but a treas-

ure which God gives and faith grasps, just as the Lord Christ 

upon the cross is not a work but a treasure, comprehended and 

offered to us in the Word and received by faith… Therefore, 
every Christian has in baptism enough to learn and to exercise all 

his life long. There he has always enough to keep him going, 

firmly believing what it promises and brings—victory over death 

and the devil, forgiveness of sins, God’s grace, all of Christ and 

the Holy Spirit and His gifts… We have, therefore, no greater 
jewel in body and soul, for by it we are made holy and are saved. 

There is no other life, never a work on earth that can obtain this.” 

(LC IV: 37, 41, 46) A Christian life is nothing else than a daily 

baptism, begun at a particular point in time and to be exercised 

always. 

The Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel 

The Concept of “Gifts” in the Lutheran Confessions 

 
 

O Thou crucified Lord Jesus Christ, who, as 

the truly patient Lamb of God, didst suffer for 

me the most shameful death on the cross and 

with Thy precious blood didst redeem me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power 
of the devil,  

 

I pray Thee, give me the assurance of this re-

demption through Thy Word, govern my 
heart with Thy Holy Spirit, preserve me with 

Thy divine love, and hide me this day, both 

soul and body, in Thy holy wounds.  

 

Wash me clean from all my sins,  
teach me to live a life of good works, and fi-

nally lead me from this world of sorrows to 

Thine eternal joy and glory, Thou most faith-

ful Savior, Jesus Christ, mine only Comfort, 

Hope, and Life. Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 

The Lutheran Hymnal, P. 118 
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PRELUDE 
Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam     Michael Praetorius 
text and tune: LSB 406 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 8am Songs of Thankfulness and Praise LSB 394 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8am 11am Children of the Heavenly Father LSB 725 
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HOLY BAPTISM (11am) 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 
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Super solium excelsum     Is 6:1; Rev 19:6; Ps 100:1–2a     Mode VIII 

On a throne high and lifted up, I saw a Man sitting, Whom the multitude of angels adoreth, singing together:  

 Behold, His dominion endureth forever. 

℣ Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with gladness. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

Sitting 
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OLD TESTAMENT     Isaiah 42:1–7 

 In those days the LORD spoke to the prophet Isaiah, saying: 
“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law.” 

 Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
 to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Benedictus Dominus Deus Israel     Ps 72:18, 3     Mode VII 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only doeth wondrous things:  

 and blessed be His glorious name forever. 

℣ The mountains shall bring peace to Thy people: and the hills righteousness. 

EPISTLE     Ephesians 1:13b–18 

Brethren: After you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in Christ, you were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 
to the praise of his glory. 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I 
do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes 
of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in the saints. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

ALLELUIA 
Jubilate Deo omnis     Ps 100:1–2     Mode VI 

 
℣ Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: serve the Lord with gladness. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     John 1:29–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

At that time: John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and  it remained on him. I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son of God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon at 8:00 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
What is the Second Petition? 
Thy Kingdom come. 

What does this mean? 
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may 
come to us also. 
 
How does God’s kingdom come? 
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we be-
lieve His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord LSB 406 
stanzas 1–2: all 
stanzas 3 & 5: men 

stanza 4 & 6: women 

stanza 7: all 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 

    “Go out to ev’ry nation, 
And bring to them the living Word 

    And this My invitation: 

Let ev’ryone abandon sin 

    And come in true contrition 
To be baptized and thereby win 

    Full pardon and remission 

And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 

6 But woe to those who cast aside 

    This grace so freely given; 
They shall in sin and shame abide 

    And to despair be driven. 

For born in sin, their works must fail, 

    Their striving saves them never; 
Their pious acts do not avail, 

    And they are lost forever, 

Eternal death their portion. 

7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

    Is water as we pour it. 
Before the eye of faith unfolds 

    The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 

For here it sees the crimson flood 

    To all our ills bring healing; 
The wonders of His precious blood 

    The love of God revealing, 

Assuring His own pardon. 
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Sitting 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

 8:00 Reges Tharsis     Ps 72:10–11     Mode V 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.  

 Yea, all kings shall fall down before Him: all nations shall serve Him. 

 11:00 Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern     Michael Praetorius 

Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern 

voll Gnad und Wahrheit von dem Herrn, 

die süße Würzel Jesse! 

Du sohn Davids aus Jacobs Stamm, 

mein König und mein Bräutigam, 
hast mir mein Herz besessen, 

lieblich,  

freundlich, 

schön und herrlich, 
groß und ehrlich, 

reich von Gaben, 

hoch und sehr prächtig erhaben. 

How lovely shines the Morning Star 

full of grace and truth from the Lord, 

the sweet Root of Jesse! 

You Son of David from Jesse’s branch, 

my King and my Bridegroom, 
have possessed my heart, 

lovely,  

friendly, 

beautiful and splendid, 
great and sincere, 

rich in gifts, 

high and most magnificently exalted. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE     Rom 16:16; Mt 5:22–44; Eph 4:1–3 
 
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of forgiveness and  

reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper. 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from 
heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be 
the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 

 8:00 Vidimus stellam     Mt 2:2; Ps 72:7     Mode IV 

We have seen His star in the east: and are come with gifts to worship the Lord. 

℣ In His days shall justice spring up: and abundance of peace. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 11:00 Surge illuminare     Is 60:1     William Byrd 

Surge illuminare Jerusalem, quia venit lumen tuum: 

 et gloria Domini super te orta est, alleluia. 

Arise, shine, Jerusalem, for your light is come: 

 and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you, alleluia. 
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HYMNS 
O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright LSB 874 

 

 

 

 
 

5 On Christ, the true bread, let us feed; 

Let Him to us be drink indeed; 

And let us taste with joyfulness 

The Holy Spirit’s plenteousness. 

    Alleluia! 

D 6 All laud to God the Father be; 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee; 
All glory to the Spirit raise 

In equal and unending praise. 

    Alleluia! 

  



15 

God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It LSB 594 
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To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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A Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS     2 Tim 4:22; Ps 103:1 

 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 

 

 
  



19 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
The People That in Darkness Sat LSB 412 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 
    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

D  6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 

POSTLUDE 
Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam, BWV 684     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 406 

Congregants may remain in the pews during the postlude, or make their way to the fellowship hour.  

END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual: The Lutheran Gradual, ed. Matthew Carver; adapt. Jonathan Wessler 
Alleluia (11am): Lodovico Viadana, ed. Jonathan Wessler 
Hymn of the Day (introduction): Johann Sebastian Bach, BWV 685 
Offertory and Communion (8am): The Lutheran Gradual: Offertories and Communions, ed. Matthew Carver 
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SERVING 

Celebrant and Preacher 
The Rev. James Hopkins, Senior Pastor 

Assisting Pastor(s) 
The Rev. Adam Teferi 

Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Walter Reuning 

Organist 
Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Elders 
Ron Eisner David Litke 
Charlie Goumas Tim Nadler 
Brian Harms Steve Perko 
Joe Krikava Alex Roehl 
  

Altar Guild 
Wuhbet Abraham Laura Owings 
Kaibo Feng Sharon Perko 
Jean Lee Taci Tomasio 
Victor Lee Gabrielle Whidden 
Christine Lentz Michael Whidden 

Recording, Web, Social Media 
David Beck Amanda Miller 
Audrey Johnson Alex Roehl 
Nik Locker Joy Wessler 

Tellers 
Vincent James Amanda Miller 

Ushers 
Susan Asai Tim Nadler 
Paul Edmon Jesse Owings 
Joy Harms Alex Roehl 
Vincent James Gladness Tillya 
David Litke 

 


