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Lord, you brought to light the eternal fabric of 

the universe, and created the world.   

From generation to generation you are faith-

ful, righteous in judgment, glorious in might 

and majesty, wise in what you have created, 

prudent in what you have everywhere; to trust 

in you is to know your loving kindness. 

 

Clement of Rome 

The God who came at Christmas comes in every strand of ordinary life. 

He slept, suckled, grew, learned, as we all have. He belongs to all of 

life—the joy, the routine, the work, the disappointment, the wonder-

ment, the crass, the beautiful. Consider all the facets of this story. The 

working shepherds, the wise philosophers, the royalty, the weary feet, 

the beauty of stars, of the feel of straw and the comfort of the breast. 

God lives in places and stables. No area of the human lot escapes 

him…Nor is he excluded from the tragedies of life. Indeed it is pre-

cisely in the crises that we probably know him best. He was born to suf-

fer and to die. Little children in Jerusalem were murdered for the sake 

of a king’s greed…Life at Christmas is sentimental and I love it: the 

cookies, grandmother’s coming, the colored lights…But Christmas is 

realism: the power of jealousy, the stealth of the wicked, the temptation 

of selfishness, the pain, the contradictions---all are there. He came to 

free us from their ultimate power. 

 

Life is more tragic than it sometimes seems and he has born it all. And 

so we love this man Jesus and call him Immanuel—God with us. But 

the dimension that rises to the top in this hour is the God of hope. Life 

is larger than routine, than tragedy or even loneliness. This story is wo-

ven through and through with the note of glory. How does one com-

municate glory? What words to use? How better to rise above the con-

finements of cause and effect, of space and time, than to sing of light 

and of angels… “We beheld his glory, glory as of the only-begotten Son 

of the Father.” Life is greater than it sometimes seems and he reveals all 

of it to us. And so we worship this man Jesus and confess him Imman-

uel—God with us. 

 

Kent Knutson 

“The God Who Comes at Christmas.” 

Forum Letter, Vol. 40, No. 12, December 2011 
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PRELUDE 

Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ (versetti 1–2)     Matthias Weckmann 
text and tune: LSB 382 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Puer natus     Is 9:6; Ps 98:1     Mode VII 

Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God:  

 the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

℣ Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song: for He hath done marvelous things. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage 

of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     Isaiah 52:6–10 

 Thus says the LORD God: “My people shall know my name.  
 Therefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak; here I am.” 

 How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,  
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 

Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPISTLE     Hebrews 1:1–12 

Brethren: Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

  “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”?  

Or again, 

  “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?  

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  

  “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

Of the angels he says, 

  “He makes his angels winds, 
 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

But of the Son he says, 

  “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
  the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 



7 

  therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
  with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”  

And, 

  “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,  
  and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
 they will perish, but you remain; 
  they will all wear out like a garment, 
 like a robe you will roll them up, 
  like a garment they will be changed. 
 But you are the same, and your years will have no end.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

Dies sanctificatus     Mode VI 

 
℣ A holy day dawns upon us; come, ye nations, and adore the Lord:  

 for today a great light is descended upon the earth. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 
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HOLY GOSPEL     John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the begin-
ning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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Sitting 

HAUPTMUSIK 

Puer natus in Bethlehem     Michael Praetorius 

Puer natus in Bethlehem, 

unde gaudet Jerusalem, alleluia. 

 Singet, jubilieret, triumphieret unserm Herren, 

 dem König der Ehren. 

Reges de Saba veniunt, 

aurum, thus, myrrham offerunt, alleluia. 

Hic jacet in praesepio 

qui regnat sine termino, alleluia. 

 Mein Herzens Kindlein,  

 mein liebstes Freundlein,  

 O Jesu. 

A boy is born in Bethlehem, 

at which Jerusalem rejoices, alleluia. 

 Sing, rejoice, triumph to our Lord,  

 to the King of glory. 

Kings of Sheba are coming, 

offering gold, incense, and myrrh, alleluia. 

Here lies in a manger  

He Who reigns without end, alleluia. 

 My heart’s little Child, 

 my dearest little Friend, 

 O Jesus! 

 

Congregation: 

 

In hoc natali gaudio: 

Benedicamus Domino, alleluia. 

Laudetur sancta Trinitas: 

Deo dicamus gratias, alleluia. 

Let us rejoice in this birth: 

BLESS WE THE LORD, alleluia. 

Let us praise the Trinity: 

THANKS BE TO GOD, alleluia. 

 

Congregation: 
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Standing 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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OFFERTORY 

In dulci jubilo (1. Teil)     Michael Praetorius 

In dulci jubilo, nun singet und seid froh, 

unsers Herzens Wonne liegt in praesepio, 

und leuchtet als die Sonne matris in gremio: 

 Alpha es et O. 

O Jesu parvule, nach dir ist mir so weh. 

Tröst mir mein Gemüthe, O puer optime, 

durch alle deine Güte, O princeps gloriae: 

 Trahe me post te. 

O Patris caritas, O nati lenitas, 

wir wären all verloren per nostra crimina, 

so hat er uns erworben caelorum gaudia: 

 Eya wären wir da! 

In sweet joy, let us now sing and be glad, 

our hearts’ delight lies in a manger, 

and shines as the sun from His mother’s lap: 

 Alpha and Omega. 

O little Jesus, I deeply long for You. 

Comfort my spirit, O most good Child, 

through all Your goodness, O Prince of glory: 

 Draw me unto You. 

O loving Father, O clement Son, 

we would all be lost on account of our sins, 

so He purchased for us the joys of heaven: 

 Oh, that we were there! 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, 
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 

and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 
of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 

pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 
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COMMUNION 

Hodie Christus natus est     Giovanni Gabrieli 

Hodie Christus natus est, hodie Salvator apparuit, 

hodie in terra canunt angeli laetantur archangeli, 

hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

 et in terra pax hominibus voluntatis. 

Today Christ is born, today the Savior appeared, 

today angels sing on earth and archangels rejoice, 

today the righteous exult, saying: 

 Glory be to God on high, 

 and on earth peace, goodwill to men. 

HYMNS 

O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

6 The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
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We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth LSB 382 

 

 

 
 

5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 

    To lead us from this world of cares 

    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 

        Alleluia! 

6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 

    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 

    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 

        Alleluia! 

7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 

    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 

    And sing His praise with endless voice. 

        Alleluia! 
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A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

In dulci jubilo (2. Teil)     Michael Praetorius 

Ubi sunt gaudia, nirgends mehr denn da , 

da die Engel singen nova cantica, 

und die Schellen klingen in regis curia: 

 Eya wären wir da! 

In that place are joys, none greater than there, 

there the angels sing new songs, 

and the bells ring in the halls of the King: 

 Oh, that we were there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

END NOTES 
Processional hymn: arr. David Willcocks 

Alleluia: Lodovico Viadana, arr. Jonathan Wessler 
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SERVING 

Celebrant 

The Rev. James Hopkins, Senior Pastor 

Preacher 

The Rev. Charles Varsogea 

Assisting Pastor(s) 

The Rev. Adam Teferi 

Pastor Emeritus 

The Rev. Walter Reuning 

Organist 

Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Instrumentalists 

Alison Gangler, shawm 
Joyce Alper, shawm 
Eric Kernfeld, sackbut 
Dan Meyers, sackbut 
Brian Kay, sackbut 
Mack Ramsey, sackbut 

Elders 

Ron Eisner David Litke 
Charlie Goumas Tim Nadler 
Brian Harms Steve Perko 
Joe Krikava Alex Roehl 
  

Altar Guild 

Wuhbet Abraham Laura Owings 
Kaibo Feng Sharon Perko 
Jean Lee Taci Tomasio 
Victor Lee Gabrielle Whidden 
Christine Lentz Michael Whidden 

Recording, Web, Social Media 

David Beck Amanda Miller 
Audrey Johnson Alex Roehl 
Nik Locker Joy Wessler 

Tellers 

Vincent James Amanda Miller 

Ushers 

Susan Asai Tim Nadler 
Paul Edmon Jesse Owings 
Joy Harms Alex Roehl 
Vincent James Gladness Tillya 
David Litke 

 


