
Rorate caeli 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 18, 2022 
  

There fared a mother driven forth 

Out of an inn to roam; 

In the place where she was homeless 

All men are at home. 

The crazy stable close at hand, 

With shaking timber and shifting sand, 

Grew a stronger thing to abide and stand 

Than the square stones of Rome. 

 

For men are homesick in their homes, 

And strangers under the sun, 

And they lay their heads in a foreign land 

Whenever the day is done. 

Here we have battle and blazing eyes, 

And chance and honour and high surprise, 

But our homes are under miraculous skies 

Where the yule tale was begun. 

 

A Child in a foul stable, 

Where the beasts feed and foam; 

Only where He was homeless 

Are you and I at home; 

We have hands that fashion  

and heads that know, 

But our hearts we lost - how long ago! 

In a place no chart nor ship can show 

Under the sky’s dome. 

 

 

This world is wild as an old wives’ tale, 

And strange the plain things are, 

The earth is enough and the air es enough 

For our wonder and our war; 

But our rest is as far as the fire-drake swings 

And our peace is put in impossible things 

Where clashed and thundered unthinkable wings 

Round an incredible star. 

To an open house in the evening 

Home shall men come, 

To an older place than Eden 
And a taller town than Rome. 

To the end of the way of the wandering star, 

To the things that cannot be and are, 

To the place where God was homeless 
And all men are at home. 

 

G.K. Chesterton, “The House of Christmas,” 

Poems pp 58-59 

 

O God, 

You who have prepared  

a place for my soul, 

Prepare my soul  

for that place; 

Prepare it with holiness; 

Prepare it with desire; 

And even while it  

remains on earth, 

Let it dwell in heaven 

with You; 

Seeing the beauty of  

Your face 

And the glory of  

Your saints, 

Now and for evermore. 

Amen 
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PRELUDE 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland     Nicolaus Bruhns 

text and tune: LSB 332 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 

  



3 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Memento nostri     Ps 106:1, 4–5     Mode I 

Remember us, O Lord, with Thy favor that Thou bearest unto Thy people ; O visit us with Thy salvation: 
 that we may see the goodness of Thy chosen, 

 that we may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation,  

 that we may glory with Thine inheritance. 

℣ O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

During Advent the Gloria in excelsis is omitted.  
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may 
be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     Deuteronomy 18:15–19 

In those days Moses spoke to the children of Israel, saying: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— just as you desired of the 
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the 
LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they 
have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in 
his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he 
shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Prope est Dominus     Ps 145:18, 21     Mode V 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him: to all that call upon Him in truth. 

℣ My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless His holy name. 

EPISTLE     Philippians 4:4–7 

Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to eve-
ryone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 
Adjutor meus     Ps 70:5     Mode VI 

 
℣ Thou art my Help and my Deliverer: make no tarrying, O my God. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     John 1:19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

At that time: When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to John to ask him, “Who are you?” 
He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”  

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon at 8:00 
The Creed 
What is the Third Article of the Creed? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and 
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 
In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

 8:00 Dicite pusillanimes     Is 35:4     Mode VII 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, our God will come and save us.  

 11:00 Ecce concipies     Jacob Handl 

Ecce concipies et paries filium:  

 et vocabis nomen ejus Jesum. 

Hic erit magnus:  
 et filius Altissimi vocabitur.  

Super solium David et super regnum ejus sedebit 

 et regnabit in domo Jacob in aeternum: 

 et regni ejus non erit finis. 

 

Behold, you shall conceive and bear a Son: 

 and you shall call His name Jesus. 

He shall be great:  
 and shall be called the Son of the Most High.  

He shall sit upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom  

 and He shall reign in the house of Jacob forever:  

 and of His kingdom there shall be no end. 

 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

SHARING OF THE PEACE     Rom 16:16; Mt 5:22–44; Eph 4:1–3 
 
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of forgiveness and  

reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper.  
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 

 8:00 Ecce Virgo     Is 7:14; Ps 19:5     Mode I 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son: and shall call His name Immanuel. 

℣ Which rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race: His going forth is from the end of heaven. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 11:00 Rorate caeli     Josef Gabriel Rheinberger 

Rorate caeli desuper:  

 et nubes pluant justum. 

Aperiatur terra : et germinet salvatorem. 

Drop down, O heavens, from above: 

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

Let the earth open: and let it bring forth a Savior. 

HYMNS 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB 338 
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 
That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

6 Then when You will come again 
As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 
What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain  

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

POSTLUDE 
Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel”     Andrew Carter 

text and tune: LSB 357 

Congregants may remain in the pews during the postlude, or make their way to the fellowship hour.  

  



16 

END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual (8am): Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 

Introit and Gradual (11am): Healey Willan, The Introits and Graduals for the Church Year 
Offertory and Communion (8am): Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual: Offertories and Communions 

SERVING 

Celebrant and Preacher 

The Rev. James Hopkins, Senior Pastor 

Assisting Pastor(s) 
The Rev. Adam Teferi 

Pastor Emeritus 

The Rev. Walter Reuning 

Organist and Cantor 
Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Elders 

Ron Eisner David Litke 
Charlie Goumas Tim Nadler 
Brian Harms Steve Perko 
Joe Krikava Alex Roehl 
  

Altar Guild 

Wuhbet Abraham Laura Owings 
Kaibo Feng Sharon Perko 
Jean Lee Taci Tomasio 
Victor Lee Gabrielle Whidden 
Christine Lentz Michael Whidden 

Recording, Web, Social Media 
David Beck Amanda Miller 
Audrey Johnson Alex Roehl 
Nik Locker Joy Wessler 

Tellers 
Vincent James Amanda Miller 

Ushers 

Susan Asai Tim Nadler 
Paul Edmon Jesse Owings 
Joy Harms Alex Roehl 
Vincent James Gladness Tillya 
David Litke 

 


