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December 11, 2022 
  

We need a whole lot more help to be cheerful than to be miserable. The 

latter comes sort of naturally. The things we have to be worried about 

usually make a longer list than the things that make us deep down 

happy. We are somehow afraid of being happy for fear of being cheated. 

From our past come the cautionary voices that prompt us to protect our-

selves against expecting too much. Better settle for some manageable-

size happiness that can be protected. Don’t look for more. 

In the wilderness, John cries, “Repent!” upon all such protections (Mat-

thew 3:2). Come free of them. Start again from zero. The waters of Bap-

tism drown the old and give birth to the new, toward what is coming, 

toward who is coming: the Lord, whose way is to be prepared by casting 

aside all that stands in His way so nothing blocks Him. Try to protect 

yourself against Jesus as against an enemy and you will have Him as an 

enemy. Meet Him with demands of what you deserve and that is what 

you will get, and no escape. Some will receive of Jesus’ might and His 

justice, others of His gentleness and life-engendering care, as was spo-

ken by the prophet Isaiah: “Behold, the Lord God will come with a 

strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with 

Him, and His work before Him. He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: 

He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, 

and shall gently lead those that are young” (40:10-11). Jesus leads. He 

goes on ahead; leading to the more He always has in store for us. He 

was a whole lot more than John imagined or was ready to accept… 

This Advent spend some time in the wilderness, stripped of all frills and 

phoniness, stripped down to what is basic, naked – naked toward Him 

who comes. His Baptism gives who He is and what is His to do. Jesus 

has His time in the wilderness. His heart goes out to those in the wilder-

ness with Him. He feeds them with His words of life and truth. When a 

boy gives up his lunch, He feeds them with loaves and fish. With bread 

and wine He bodies and bloods us with Himself. As it goes with Jesus, 

so it goes with us – as real as death, as real as life, His and ours, to-

gether. 

Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel 

Selected Sermons of Norman Nagel, P. 18-21 

 

Merciful God,  
Who sent Thy messengers the 
prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our 
 salvation;  
Give us grace to heed their  
warnings and forsake our sins,  
that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our  
Redeemer;  
Who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
Amen. 
 

Book of Common Prayer  
(1977) 
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PRELUDE 
Prelude in C, BWV 846     Johann Sebastian Bach 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Gaudete in Domino semper     Phil 4:4–5; Ps 85:1     Mode I 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.  
 Let your moderation be known unto all men: the Lord is at hand. 

Be careful for nothing:  

 but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  

℣ Lord, Thou hast been favorable unto Thy land: Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

During Advent the Gloria in excelsis is omitted.  
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     Isaiah 40:1–8 

Thus says the Lord God:  
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
 that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand  
 double for all her sins. 

A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make straight in the desert a highway  
 for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
 and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry!” 
 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, 
 and all its beauty is like the flower of  the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades 
 when the breath of the Lord blows on it; 
 surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Qui sedes     Ps 80:1–2     Mode VII 

Thou that dwellest between the cherubim, shine forth: stir up Thy strength and come. 

℣ Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel: Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock. 
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EPISTLE     1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

Brethren: This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should 
be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything 
against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and 
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

Excita potentiam    Ps 80:2     Mode VI 

 
℣ Stir up Thy strength: and come and save us. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 11:2–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

 

At that time: when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is 
not offended by me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of  whom it is written, 

 “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,  
 who will prepare your way before you.’”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon at 8:00 
The Creed 
What is the Third Article of the Creed? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
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In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 
In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.   
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

 8:00 Rejoice Greatly     Zech 9:9–10     George Frideric Handel 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion: shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

 Behold, thy King cometh unto thee. 

He is the righteous Savior: and He shall speak peace unto the heathen. 

 11:00 E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come     Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from Him  

 Who freed us from our sins, 

Who loved us all and shed His blood  

 that we might saved be. 

Sing Holy, Holy to Our Lord, 

 the Lord, Almighty God, 

Who was, and is, and is to come, 

 sing Holy, Holy Lord! 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 

 rejoice on earth, ye saints below: 

 for Christ is coming soon! 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 

 and night shall be no more: 

they need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, 

 for Christ will be their All! 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

SHARING OF THE PEACE     Rom 16:16; Mt 5:22–44; Eph 4:1–3 
 
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of forgiveness and  

reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper.  
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 

 8:00 He Shall Feed His Flock     Is 40:11; Mt 11:28–29     George Frideric Handel 

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, and He shall gather the lambs with His arm:  

 and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

Come unto Him, all ye that labor and are heavy laden: and He will give you rest. 

 Take His yoke upon you, and learn of Him: for He is meek and lowly of heart, 

 and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

 11:00 Advent Prose     Jonathan Wessler 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord: 

 neither·remember·iniquity forever.  

Thy holy cities·are·a·wilderness,  

 Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 
our·holy·and·our beautiful house,  

 where our fathers praised Thee. 

We have sinned,·and·are·as·an·unclean thing, 

 and we all do fade as a leaf:  
and our iniquities,·like·the·wind,·have taken us away. 

Thou hast hid Thy face from us:  

 and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 

Ye are My·witnesses,·saith·the·Lord, 
 and·My·servant·whom I have chosen: 

 that ye may know Me and believe Me.  

I, even I, am the Lord, and beside Me there is no Savior:  

 and there is none that can deliver out of My hand. 

Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,  
 My salvation shall not tarry:  

I have blotted·out as a thick cloud thy transgressions.  

Fear not, for I will save thee:  

 For I am the Lord thy God, 

 the·Holy·One·of Israel, thy Redeemer. 
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HYMNS 
Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come LSB 350 
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Arise, O Christian People LSB 354 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele (partita 11)     Georg Böhm 

text and tune: LSB 347 

Congregants may remain in the pews during the postlude, or make their way to the fellowship hour.  
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END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual (8am): Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 

Introit and Gradual (11am): Healey Willan, The Introits and Graduals for the Church Year 

SERVING 

Celebrant and Preacher 
The Rev. James Hopkins, Senior Pastor 

Assisting Pastor(s) 
The Rev. Adam Teferi 

Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Walter Reuning 

Organist and Cantor 
Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Vocalist 
Dr. Sarah Bellott, soprano 

Elders 

Ron Eisner David Litke 
Charlie Goumas Tim Nadler 
Brian Harms Steve Perko 
Joe Krikava Alex Roehl 
  

Altar Guild 
Wuhbet Abraham Laura Owings 
Kaibo Feng Sharon Perko 
Jean Lee Taci Tomasio 
Victor Lee Gabrielle Whidden 
Christine Lentz Michael Whidden 

Recording, Web, Social Media 
David Beck Amanda Miller 
Audrey Johnson Alex Roehl 
Nik Locker Joy Wessler 

Tellers 

Vincent James Amanda Miller 

Ushers 
Susan Asai Tim Nadler 
Paul Edmon Jesse Owings 
Joy Harms Alex Roehl 
Vincent James Gladness Tillya 
David Litke 

 


