
 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

September 25, 2022 
  

 

Sermons that tell me to be happy leave me cold, especially when the 
preacher tosses in some useless Latin word from the Introit. What 

makes everyone happy is winning and winning big. We are in Christ 

and this means that we have won big. Only the glary-eyed fanatic looks 
at his surroundings and sees victory. The Christian sees misery all 

around him, but over the noise of the battle he hears the cry of Christ, 
the Victor and God's Champion. The resurrection of the Old Testament 

saints means that one-half of the stadium has already emptied out onto 
the field when Christ died and mopped up Satan. And we, on the edge 

of our seats, are waiting to pour out of those stands, ripping up the 

benches as we go. If you are not into throwing beer bottles, borrow a 
few inkwells from Luther and let the old evil foe have it. On the last 

day, we will not come from our graves with the gloomy faces of the 
Pharisees and their modern counterparts the Pietists, nor will we come 

forth with the painted-on smiles of the fanatics. We will come forth 
shouting and cheering. This I can tell you. It will be bedlam, and it will 

be magnificent. The last day will be more like the end of a football game 

than a prayer circle. Before we walk on the golden streets of heaven, we 
will ask Jesus for a repeat of the descent into hell and we will get it. The 

enemies of Jesus will march down the boulevards of hell in front of us. 
The blood of His cross will stream over us in the firmament. Not only 

will tears be wiped away from eyes and not only will the grave have no 
power over us, but we will celebrate with hilarious joy. The royal ban-

ners of Christ are going decisively into hell and not one demon will be 
immune. If you never understood what it meant when David danced 

before the Ark of the Covenant as he came into the captured Jerusalem, 

you will know all about it when Jesus, our David, goes into hell. It will 
be like the conquered British putting down their weapons and marching 

between the lines of victorious Americans at Yorktown. Even in the ago-
nizing death of the Son of God an occasional hallelujah can be forgiven.  

 
"And Jesus cried with a loud voice ... the curtain of the temple was torn 

in two, the earth shook, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 

asleep were raised."  
Rev. Dr. David P.  Scaer, 

In Christ, pp. 132-133 

Father in Heaven, 
Hear our prayer. 

We have brought so much 

anxiety upon ourselves.  

We worry and count and 
cry and count again.  

You have promised to pro-

vide for all our needs of 

body and soul.  

You have promised,  
not we.  

Give us again Your Holy 

Spirit, that we may trust 

in You, receive all things 

in faith, and cling always 
to Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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PRELUDE 
Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan, P.379 (chorale & partitas 1–7)     Johann Pachelbel 

text and tune: LSB 760 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Evening and Morning LSB 726 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Inclina Domine     Ps 86:1a, 2b–4     Mode I 

Bow down Thine ear, O Lord, hear me: O Thou, my God, save Thy servant that trusteth in Thee.  

 Be merciful to me, O Lord: for I cry unto Thee daily. 

℣ Rejoice the soul of Thy servant: for unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your Church; and because she cannot 
continue in safety without Your aid, preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     1 Kings 17:8–16 

Then the word of the Lord came to [Elijah], “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell 
there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring 
me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring 
me a morsel of bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a 
handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and 
prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do 
as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for 
yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug 
of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” And she went and did as Elijah 
said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of 
oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Bonum est confiteri     Ps 92:1–2     Mode V 

It is a  good thing to give thanks unto the Lord: and to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High. 

℣ To show forth Thy lovingkindness in the morning: and Thy faithfulness every night. 
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EPISTLE     Galatians 5:25—6:10 
If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, 

envying one another. 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test 
his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have 
to bear his own load. 

One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God 
is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to  his own flesh will from 
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not 
grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 
Paratum cor meum     Ps 108:1     Mode VI 

 
℣ O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 6:24–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
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[Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about 
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds 
of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And 
why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
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 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Sitting 

FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon at 8:00 
The Ten Commandments 
What is the Fourth Commandment? 
Honor your father and your mother. 
 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents or other authorities, but honor them, 
serve and obey them, love and cherish them. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

What God Ordains Is Always Good LSB 760 
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5 What God ordains is always good: 

    Though I the cup am drinking 

Which savors now of bitterness, 

    I take it without shrinking. 
        For after grief 

        God gives relief, 

My heart with comfort filling 

And all my sorrow stilling. 

6 What God ordains is always good: 

    This truth remains unshaken. 

Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 

    I shall not be forsaken. 
        I fear no harm, 

        For with His arm 

He shall embrace and shield me; 

So to my God I yield me. 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

 8:00 Expectans expectavi     Ps 40:1–3     Mode IV 

I waited patiently for the Lord: and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

 And He hath put a new song in my mouth: to the Lord our God. 

 11:00 I To the Hills Lift Up Mine Eyes     Ps 121     Jean Berger 

I to the hills lift up mine eyes, 

From where shall come mine aid. 

Mine help, it from the Lord doth come, 

Which heaven and earth hath made. 

He will not let thy foot be moved, 

Nor slumber That thee keeps. 

Lo! He that keepeth Israel, 

He slumbereth not, nor sleeps. 

The Lord thy keeper is, the Lord 

On thy right hand the shade. 

The sun by day, nor moon by night, 

Shall thee by stroke invade. 

The Lord shall keep thee from all ill 

Thy soul He keeps alway, 

Thy going out, and thy income, 

The Lord keeps now and aye. Amen. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

SHARING OF THE PEACE Rom 16:16; Mat 5:22-44; Eph 4:1-3 

 

Following the Prayers of the Church, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 

sign of forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper.  
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 

 8:00 Qui manducat     Jn 6:56; Ps 34:11     Mode VI 

He that eateth My Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, 

 dwelleth in Me, and I in him, saith the Lord. 

℣ Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 11:00 Ave verum corpus     William Byrd 

Ave verum corpus natum de Maria virgine, 
 vere passum immolatum in cruce pro homine, 

 cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine: 

esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. 

O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu fili Mariae: 

 miserere mei. Amen. 

Hail true Body born of the virgin Mary, 
 Who truly suffered and was sacrificed on the cross for man, 

 Whose pierced side flowed with water and blood: 

be for us a foretaste of the hour of death. 

O sweet, O merciful, O Jesus Son of Mary: 

 have mercy upon me. Amen. 

HYMNS 
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
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All Depends on Our Possessing LSB 732 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 

    I commit to Him my way. 

6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
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In God, My Faithful God LSB 745 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee LSB 750 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 

    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 
That he whose hopes meet no denial 

    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 

And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 
To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 

    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought 

Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 

POSTLUDE 

Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan, P.379 (partitas 8–9)     Johann Pachelbel 

text and tune: LSB 760 

Congregants may remain in the pews during the postlude, or make their way to the fellowship hour. 
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END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual (8am): Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 

Introit and Gradual (11am): Healey Willan, The Introits and Graduals for the Church Year 
Offertory and Communion (8am): Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual: Offertories and Communions 
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SERVING 

Celebrant and Preacher 
The Rev. James Hopkins 

Assisting Pastors 
The Rev. Fessehaie Biniam 

Organist and Cantor 
Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Elders 
Ron Eisner David Litke 
Charlie Goumas Tim Nadler 
Brian Harms Steve Perko 
Joe Krikava Alex Roehl 

Altar Guild 
Wuhbet Abraham Sharon Perko 
Kaibo Feng Lizze Soppa 
Jean Lee Oleg Soppa 
Victor Lee Taci Tomasio 
Christine Lentz Gabrielle Whidden  
Laura Owings Michael Whidden 

Recording, Web, Social Media 
David Beck Amanda Miller 
Audrey Johnson Alex Roehl 
Tyler Kosakowski Joy Wessler 
Nik Locker 

Tellers 

Anna Coffey Amanda Miller 
Vincent James 

Ushers 
Susan Asai Tim Nadler 
Paul Edmon Jesse Owings 
Joy Harms Alex Roehl 
Vincent James Gladness Tillya 
David Litke 

 


