
 

The Sixth Sunday after Trinity  

July 24, 2022 
  

[…] What is the point of church? The Oxford congregations I had attended provided rather 

meager fare—sermons that focused on encouraging us to read our Bibles and trust God. As 

a result, I thought I could get more from reading books or talking to friends than from at-

tending church. I was unaware of the vitality of Christian community. I had not read Cyp-

rian of Carthage’s famous maxim: “He can no longer have God for his Father who has not 

the church for his mother.” If I had, it would have baffled me. The church, in my view, 

played merely an educational and social role. 

     So I was struck by Paul’s words in Philippians 3:20: “our citizenship is in heaven.” When 

I had attended a lecture at Oxford on the Roman colonial system, I had failed to connect it 

to this passage, which uses the Greek term politeuma, translated here as “citizenship.” A 

jumble of thoughts surged through my mind as I began to connect the dots. 

     The church is an outpost of heaven on earth, what Romans termed a colonia—not to be 

confused with the English word colony. Philippi was itself a Roman colonia at the time, an 

outpost of Rome in the distant province of Macedonia. Paul’s readers would have easily re-

lated to this imagery. Roman citizens residing in Philippi had the right to return home to 

the metropolis after serving in the colony. For Paul, one benefit of knowing Christ was be-

ing a citizen of heaven. Christians live on earth now, where there is much to accomplish for 

God’s kingdom. But we are citizens of heaven, and that’s our real home. 

     The church is a community of believers, an outpost of heaven on earth, a place in which 

a “spirit of grace” (Zech. 12:10) dwells. Just as the Romans at Philippi spoke the language 

and kept the laws of Rome, so we observe the customs and values of heaven. As Christians, 

we live in two worlds and must learn to navigate both while ultimately being faithful to 

our homeland. 

     This helped me to finally make sense of Christian community. I began to see the church 

as a place that helps Christians straddle the two worlds of faith—where we are now and 

where we shall finally be. It’s like an oasis in a desert, equipping us to work and serve in 

the world while fostering and safeguarding our distinctiveness as Christians. ..I began to 

realize that the church was an imperfect yet important anticipation of heaven, whose wor-

ship and ethos were integral to my faith. The church was a community gathered around 

the public reading of God’s Word, its interpretation and application through preaching, 

and its enactment in worship and prayer. 

Alister McGrath 

“Why Knowing About Jesus Is Not Enough:  

The day reading Philippians revealed to me a deeper knowledge,”  

Christianity Today, February 9th 2015 

 

Protect us, Lord, as 

we stay awake;  

Watch over us as we 

sleep,  

That awake, we may 

keep watch with 

Christ,  

And asleep, rest in 

his peace. 

 

Canticle of Simeon 
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PRELUDE 

Dies sind die heiligen Zehn Gebot, BWV 678     Johann Sebastian Bach 

text and tune: LSB 581 

T   T   T 

Matins  •  LSB 219 

Standing 

HYMN 

The Law of God Is Good and Wise LSB 579 

 

 

 
 

5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow’r to justify. 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone. 
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INVITATORY     Ps 51:15; Ps 70:1 LSB 219 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VENITE     Ps 95:1–7 LSB 220 
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PSALM     Ps 28 LSB 28 
Ad te Domine clamabo 

 
 

L To you, O Lord, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 

 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down | to the pit. 

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to | you for help,* 

 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctu- | ary. 

C Do not drag me off with the wicked, with the workers of | evil,* 

 who speak peace with their neighbors while evil is | in their hearts. 

Give to them according to their work and according to the evil | of their deeds;* 

 give to them according to the work of their hands; render them their | due reward. 

L  Because they do not regard the works of the Lord or the work | of his hands,* 

 he will tear them down and build them | up no more. 

Blessèd | be the Lord!* 

 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for | mercy. 

C  The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and | I am helped;* 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to him. 

The Lord is the strength of his | people;* 

 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 

L Oh, save your people and bless your | heritage!* 

 Be their shepherd and carry them for- | ever. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning, * 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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OFFICE HYMN 

All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall LSB 562 

 

 

 
 

5 As by one man all mankind fell 

And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place, 

We all were justified by grace. 

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, 

New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 

This grace our ev’ry way attend 

Until we reach our journey’s end. 

Sitting 

LESSON     Exodus 20:1–17 

And God spoke all these words, saying, 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 

them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 

the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 

thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 

who takes his name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but 

the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, 

or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 

within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 

rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 

is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
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“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 

servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

LESSON     Romans 6:1–11 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can 

we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness 

of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 

might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has 

been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 

know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 5:17–26 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 

not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least 

of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 

but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 

unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven. 

 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will 

be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 

be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to 

your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you 

are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, 

and you be put in prison. Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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RESPONSORY 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 

Standing 

CANTICLE LSB 223 

Te Deum laudamus 
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Sitting 

OFFERING AND HAUPTMUSIK 

Ich bin getauft in Christi Tode, TWV 1:810     Georg Philipp Telemann 

Ich bin getauft in Christi Tode, 

 auf daß ich in ihm leben kann. 

Hier muß der Aufsatz meiner Sünden 

 wie dort Naemans Grund verschwinden. 

Denn diese gnadenreiche Quelle 

 betrübt und löscht die Glut verhölle: 

hier ziehe ich Jesum Christum an! 

So sind wir durch die Taufe begraben in den Tod, 

 auf daß, wie Gott ihn von den Toten auferwecket, 

wir, durch ein neues Leben, ein Zeugnis geben, 

 daß seines Lebens Kraft sich auch auf uns erstrecket. 

Denn so wir hier auf Erden zu gleichem Tode,  

 samt ihm, gepflanzet werden, 

so werden wir dereinst, von allen Sünden rein, 

 auch gleich der Auferstehung sein. 

Dieweil wir wissen, daß unter alte Mensch  

 samt ihm ans Kreuz geschlagen, 

damit wir ferner nicht den Leib der Sünden tragen, 

 noch ihr zu dienen sein beflissen; 

denn wer gestorben ist, der ist gerecht gemacht. 

So haben wir—o welches Heil!—die wir mit ihm gestorben, 

 auch an dem Leben Teil, das uns sein Tod erworden. 

Dem Tode hat sein Tod Gewalt und Macht genommen; 

 sein Auferstehen hat das Leben widerbracht; 

des Todes Herrschaft ist zernichtet; 

 er hat sein Königreich im Himmel angerichtet. 

Darum freuet euch, ihr Frommen,  

 und gebt den Sünden gute Nacht! 

Denn welcher Christo folgt, der fliehet Sünd und Welt, 

 und meidet Netz und Strick, die sie ihm aufgestellt. 

I am baptized into Christ’s death 

 in order that I can live in Him. 

Here my sins must disappear 

 as did Namaan’s reason. 

For this merciful spring 

 distresses and extinguishes the embers of hell: 

here I put on Christ! 

Thus we are buried through baptism into death, 

 that, like as Christ was raised from the dead, 

we, through a new life, give witness 

 that His life’s strength is extended to us. 

For if we have been planted here on earth 

 together with Him in His death,  

so shall we, purified from sin, 

 be like Him in His resurrection. 

For we know that our old Adam 

 is crucified with Him,  

that we might no longer bear a sinful body, 

 nor zealously serve sin; 

for he who is dead has been made righteous. 

Since we have died with Him—O what victory!— 

 we also take part in the life that His death has given us. 

His death has taken away death’s sting and might; 

 His resurrection has brought back life; 

the dominion of death is destroyed; 

 He has brought about His kindom in heaven. 

Therefore rejoice, you saints,  

 and bid to sin a good night! 

For he who follows Christ flees sin and the world, 

 and avoids the traps they set up for him. 

Kneeling 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47 LSB 227 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COLLECTS 

        

L Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft into our hearts the love of Your 

name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of Your great mercy keep us in the 

same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

L Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those things that are good and 

acceptable in Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide us and Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to 

direct us in the knowledge and obedience of Your Word that we may obtain everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

  
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the 

beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall 

into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 

governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1; 2 Cor 13:14 LSB 228 
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BENEDICTION     2 Cor 13:14 

 

 

 

HYMN 

All Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596 

 

 

 

 
5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 

POSTLUDE 

Fughetta super Dies sind die heiligen Zehn Gebot, BWV 679     Johann Sebastian Bach 

text and tune: LSB 581 
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