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Ordinary language fails us when we come to speak of 

the life and happiness of the divine Trinity, who 

share everything without dividing it. Each of the 

three is God, yet there is but one God. Their loving 

union is so intimate that They have but one nature, 

one existence, one life; everything except what per-

tains to their distinct personalities is common to each. 

In short, the life of God is an ecstatic union of 

knowledge and love—complete and infinite happi-

ness. God has no need of anything more; His joy and 

happiness are such that nothing could increase them. 

Yet, in His infinite goodness, He decided to share 

them with somebody else. And so, out of the noth-

ingness that was not God, He created us. It is true, 

that God could not without contradiction act for a 

motive less than Himself; being infinite Truth, He 

cannot deny His own supremacy. But, in planning all 

creation for His own glory, He decided to glorify 

Himself by making His creatures happy. And when 

His creatures revolted against His plan, He went fur-

ther in beneficence and arranged to find His glory in 

His mercy. And that is a fundamental principle that 

must never be forgotten: God made the world for His 

own glory; but He glorifies Himself in this life by His 

mercy. 

  

M. Eugene Boylan 

This Tremendous Lover p. 6 

 

 

O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, Hear me. 

From the desire of being esteemed, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being loved, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being extolled, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being honored, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being praised, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being preferred to others, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being consulted, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being approved, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being humiliated, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being despised, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of suffering rebukes, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being defamed, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being forgotten, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being ridiculed, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being wronged, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the fear of being suspected, Deliver me, O Jesus. 

That others may be loved more than I, 

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be esteemed more than I,  

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That, in the opinion of the world,  

 others may increase and I may decrease,  

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be chosen and I set aside,  

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be praised and I go unnoticed,  

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be preferred to me in everything,  

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may become holier than I,  

 provided that I may become as holy as I should, 

 Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

Rafael Cardinal Merry del Val y Zuelta 

Litany of Humility  
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PRELUDE 
Praeludium pro organo pleno, BWV 552/1     Johann Sebastian Bach 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Five  •  LSB 213 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Holy God, We Praise Thy Name LSB 940 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Benedicta sit     Tob 12:6; Ps 8:1     Mode VIII 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity:  

 Let us give glory to Him because He hath showed His mercy to us. 

℣ O Lord our Lord: how excellent is Thy name in all the earth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 

Kyrie! God Father LSB 942 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 
All Glory Be to God Alone LSB 948 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by 
the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast 
in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one 
God, now and forever.  
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Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     Isaiah 6:1–7 
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of 

his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, 
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with 
smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from 
the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Benedictus es Domine qui intueris     Dan 3:55–56     Mode V 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, Who beholdest the deep: and Who dwellest between the cherubim. 

℣ Blessed art Thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven: and greatly to be praised forever. 

EPISTLE     Romans 11:33–36 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and 

how inscrutable his ways! 

 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
 or who has been his counselor?” 
“Or who has given a gift to him 
 that he might be repaid?” 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE 
Benedicta semper     Mode VIII 

Blessed be forever the Holy Trinity, 

Deity and perfect Unity, 

One in glory equally. 

God, the Father, Son, Spirit; Holy One: 

three we own the Persons, mingling none, 

yet confess the Essence One: 

God, Begetting One; God, Begotten Son; 
and in both, the Holy Ghost abides, 

Deity that naught divides. 

For not three Gods do we own; 

there is one true God alone. 

As the Father, so the Son is Lord, 

And the Holy Ghost is Lord. 

Be the Persons three distinguished, 

but the Essence confessed a Unity: 

One in power undiminished, 

majesty, and honor eternally. 

The stars, and earth’s terrains, seas and plains— 

all creation He in His mighty hand contains; 
The fiends in Hades drear Him revere— 

at His mention the deep abysses quake in fear. 

Let all tongues acclaim Him holy, 

and all voices sound forth His worship due 

To Whom sun and moon bow lowly, 

Who is praised by all heaven’s retinue. 

And all we, likewise raising our voices in praising 

in concert melodious answer the hymn intoned: 

Glory! O glory! We come, Lord, before Thee 

rejoicing to lift our praise to Thee, on high enthroned. 

O TRINITY MOST WORSHIPFUL! 

O UNITY MOST VENERABLE! 

By Thee were we created, very Eternity! 

By Thee were we redeemed, consummate Charity! 

Save all Thy people who trust in Thee, 

and those, Lord, whom Thou hast set free, 

then sanctify! 
Thee we adore, O almighty God; 

wherefore we sing: All glory, laud,  

and praise to Thee 

For everlasting ages be, world without end. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA 
Benedictus es Domine Deus patrum     Dan 3:52     Mode VI 

 
℣ Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers: and greatly to be praised and glorified forever. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 
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HOLY GOSPEL     John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not 
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness 
to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

ATHANASIAN CREED     spoken responsively by verse LSB 319 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

I Bind unto Myself Today LSB 604 
Interlude sung by the choir between stanzas 4 and 5: 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all who love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
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Sitting 

SERMON 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in 
the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will 
also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before 
My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer 
to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave you 

in your Baptism? 
R Yes, I do. 
  
P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
  
P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  
P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have 

learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 
R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?  
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than 

fall away from it? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of the Lord. 

You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and 
receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the head of each catechumen and 

makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 
and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 

Standing 

P Let us pray. 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons 

and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the 
heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, 
they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall 
receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your children in the 
suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your 
Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. 
Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that they may 
remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen 
them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and 
comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross 
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with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY MOTET 
Gott Vater, Herr, wir danken dir     Michael Praetorius 

Gott Vater, Herr, wir danken dir 

daß du uns behütest für und für, 

ernährest uns so mildiglich: 

bewahr uns für aus gnädiglich. 

Herr Jesu Christ, wahrer Mensch und Gott, 
hast uns erlöst vom ewigen Tod 

und uns verdient das Himmelreich: 

mach uns deinen lieben Engeln gleich. 

Gott heiliger Geist, du Tröster gut, 
der du gibst rechten Sinn und Mut: 

den Glauben, Lieb, und Hoffnung mehr 

und uns von Sünden zu dir kehr. 

Du heilige Dreifaltigkeit, 
du seist gelobt in Ewigkeit: 

O treuer Gott, am letzten End 

nimm unser Seel in deine Händ. 

God Father, Lord, we thank You 

that You protect us always, 

and nourish us sweetly: 

preserve us by Your mercy. 

Lord Jesus Christ, true man and God, 
Who has redeemed us from eternal death 

and earned for us heaven’s kingdom: 

make us to be like Your angels. 

God Holy Spirit, You great Comforter, 
Who gives us a right mind and courage: 

give us faith, hope, and love 

and turn us away from sin. 

O Holy Trinity, 
Who is to be praised in eternity: 

O faithful God, at the last day 

receive our soul into Your hand. 
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, 
one Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we worship the Trinity in person and the Unity in 
substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 
Isaiah, Mighty Seer In Days of Old LSB 960 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19  
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AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 

and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION MOTET 
Der du bist drei in Einigkeit     Michael Praetorius 

Der du bist drei in Einigkeit, 

ein wahrer Gott von Ewigkeit: 
die Sonn mit dem Tag von uns weicht, 

laß uns leuchten dein göttlich Licht. 

Des Morgens, Gott, dich loben wir; 

des Abends auch beten für dir; 
unser armes Lied rühmet dich 

jetzund immer und ewiglich. 

Gott Vater, dem sei ewig Ehr; 

Gott Sohn, der ist der einig Herr; 

und dem Tröster, heiligem Geist 

von nun an bis in Ewigkeit. 

To You Who is Three in One, 

true God from eternity: 
even as the sun sets at the close of the day, 

may we be enlightened by Your divine light. 

Every morning, O God, we praise You; 

every evening we also pray to You; 
our meager song boasts in You 

now, always, and forever. 

Eternal glory be to God the Father; 

to God the Son, the only Lord; 

and to the Comforter, the Holy Spirit 

from now on and through eternity. 
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God the Father, Be Our Stay LSB 505 
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Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 507 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain LSB 865 

 

 

 
  



17 

Father Most Holy LSB 504 

 

 

 
 

Alleluia! Let Praises Ring LSB 822 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



18 

Standing 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 

 

A Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God LSB 941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 
O lux beata Trinitas, im vollen Werck     Matthias Weckmann 

text and tune: Communion motet 

END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual: Healey Willan, The Introits and Graduals for the Church Year 
Sequence: Notker Balbulus, tr. Matthew Carver, Lutheran Sequences 
Alleluia: falsobordone by Lodovico Viadana 
Offertory motet: Musae Sioniae VII/139 

Communion motet: Musae Sioniae V/157 
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