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Eternal monarch, King most high, 

Whose blood hath brought redemption nigh, 

By Whom the death of Death was wrought, 

And conquering grace’s battle fought: 

Ascending to the throne of might, 

And seated at the Father’s right, 

All power in heaven is Jesus’ own, 

That here His manhood had not known. 

That so, in nature’s triple frame, 

Each heavenly and each earthly name, 

And things in hell’s abyss abhorred, 

May bend the knee and own Him Lord. 

Yea, angels tremble when they see 

How changed is our humanity, 

That flesh hath purged what flesh hath stained, 

And God, the flesh of God, hath reigned. 

Be Thou our joy and strong defense, 

Who art our future recompense: 

So shall the light that springs from Thee 

Be ours through all eternity. 

All glory, Lord, to Thee we pay, 

Ascending over the stars today; 

All glory, as is ever meet, 

To Father and to Paraclete. 

Amen. 

Aeterne Rex altissime (5th cent.) 

tr. John Mason Neale 

Where do we find Christ? 

To this question we can give only one answer: Christ is present for 
us humans only in the Word and Sacrament. “Through the Word 
and Sacraments God gives the Holy Ghost where and when he will 
to them that hear the Gospel” (Augsburg Confession V:2). In the 
Word and Sacrament Christ the Lord truly comes to us. In them 
he is actually present; they are not mere symbols which remind us 
of a faraway Christ of the past. Thus the media salutis are at the 
same time the notae ecclesiae, the means of grace are the marks of 
the church. There are no other marks of the true church than the 
Word and the Sacrament, and indeed both exist in their insepara-
ble unity. For there is only once grace—no particular sacramental 
grace, no particular grace of the Word—only one Holy Spirit, only 
one Christ. The Word and Sacraments are present before faith be-
cause they first awaken it. Where they are present there is the 
church. The Word and Sacrament are, however, concrete realities. 
The Word is preached and heard, the Sacraments dispensed and 
received by living people in this empirical world. Wherever in 
Christendom the Gospel is preached and the Sacraments under-
stood in light of the Gospel are administered, there the church is 
an empirical reality in this world. 

Where the Word and Sacraments are, there people are called to 
salvation, there faith is awakened… Only in the state of complete-
ness which we humans cannot bring about will the church be “glo-
rious, without spot or wrinkle” (Ephesians 5:27). Thus the one 
church of Christ is not constituted by our faith, not by the holiness 
of our life, rather by Christ, who through his Word and his Sacra-
ment calls people to repentance and faith. 

Hermann Sasse 
The Lonely Way, vol. 1, p. 83–84 
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PRELUDE 

Praeludium in e     Nicolaus Bruhns 

T   T   T 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

  



3 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 

the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Viri Galilaei     Acts 1:11; Ps 47:1     Mode VII 

Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven, alleluia? 

 This same Jesus, Which is taken up from you into heaven, 

 shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven, alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ O clap your hands, all ye people: shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 

Kyrie! God Father LSB 942 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 

All Glory Be to God On High LSB 947 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 
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P Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we 

also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     2 Kings 2:5–15 

The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 

the Lord will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 

Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the sons of 

the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then 

Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” 

And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have asked a 

hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it 

shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the 

two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my 

father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. And he took up the cloak of Elijah that 

had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the cloak of Elijah that 

had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he had 

struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 

Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, “The spirit of 

Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA 

Ascendit Deus     Ps 47:5     Mode IV 

Alleluia, alleluia. ℣ God is gone up with a shout: the Lord with the sound of the trumpet, alleluia. 
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EPISTLE     Acts 1:1–11 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when 

he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To 

them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were 

looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven 

as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE 

Summi triumphum     Mode I 

For Christ the High King’s victory  

this day we adore Him: 

Who, hell having broken, holds in token  

the scepters both of heaven and earth; 

Who bearing sin for us, to restore us  

hath paid Himself the price all worth. 

He it is Who rightly  

our Jeduthun we may call, 

For as one sprightly He surmounted all lightly  

the mountains of Bethel tall. 

He made a leap from heaven  

into the Virgin’s womb,  

and even the sea of our flesh and blood: 

Then, that sea assuaging,  

by His power our ills engaging,  

He overleapt the raging,  

black billows of Hades’ flood. 

There He freed the impounded,  

and hell’s prince from dominion hurled, 

And the depths surmounted with faithful hosts 

uncounted, by His brightness to light the world. 

The Victor, captive, drew  

His foe whence He found him,  

and in shackles bound him. 

His body, risen, new was then manifested  

and by friends attested. 

Finally, on this day He leapt  

higher than man had stepped,  

making course adept  

over the clouds and the starry sphere. 

Therefore His faithful people keep  

festival to that leap,  

when their Jeduthun, Christ, Very God and Son, 

in flesh all-holy took our flesh lowly  

with Him on high to heaven’s lofty throne. 

In godly fear they sigh till He as Judge returneth,  

as the disciples heard,  

when two angels told them: 

“This Jesus, gone on high,  

as now your eye discerneth— 

He shall so come again as ye here behold Him.” 

Now with voice entreating pray we our Jeduthun, 

graciously to mend us: 

That, He, Who is sitting upon the highest throne, 

would His Spirit send us, 

And at the age’s end forevermore defend us  

and attend us. 
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Standing 

ALLELUIA 

Dominus in Sina     Ps 68:18     Mode VI 

 
℣ Thou hast ascended on high: Thou hast led captivity captive. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     Mark 16:14–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

 

Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them 

for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes 

and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany 

those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up 

serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on 

the sick, and they will recover.” 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right 

hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed 

the message by accompanying signs. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  



8 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

See, the Lord Ascends In Triumph LSB 494 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
  



9 

Standing 

CREDO 

We All Believe in One True God LSB 954 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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Sitting 

OFFERTORY 

Bleib bei uns, Herr     Lk 24:29     Michael Praetorius 

Bleib bei uns, Herr, denn es will Abend werden. 

 Laß dein Licht leuchten auch zu unsern Zeiten, 

 dafür wir deinen Namen wollen loben ewig. 

Amen. 

Stay with us, Lord, for it is becoming evening. 

 Let Your light shine also on our time, 

 for which we will praise Your name forever. 

Amen. 

Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared 

openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of 

His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 

Isaiah, Mighty Seer In Days of Old LSB 960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19  

 
AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 

not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 

and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 

pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 
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COMMUNION 

Psallite Domino     Ps 67:33–34     William Byrd 

Psallite Domino, qui ascendit super caelos caelorum ad orientem, alleluia. 

  Sing to the Lord, Who ascends above the heaven of heavens, to the east, alleluia. 

On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build LSB 492 

 

 

 

 

Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 

In Peace and Joy I Now Depart LSB 938 
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THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 

A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious LSB 495 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

Prelude in D, BWV 532     Johann Sebastian Bach 
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