
Oculi 
The Third Sunday in Lent 

March 20, 2022 
  

 [W]e Christians must be armed and daily expect to be constantly 
attacked. No one may go on in security and carelessly, as though 
the devil were far from us. At all times we must expect and block 
his blows. Though I am now chaste, patient, kind, and in firm faith, 
the devil will this very hour send such an arrow into my heart that 
I can scarcely stand. For he is an enemy that never stops or becomes 
tired. So when one temptation stops, there always arise others and 
fresh ones. 

So there is no help or comfort except to run here, take hold of the 
Lord’s Prayer, and speak to God from the heart like this: “Dear Fa-
ther, You have asked me to pray. Don’t let me fall because of temp-
tations.” Then you will see that the temptations must stop and fi-
nally confess themselves conquered. If you try to help yourself by 
your own thoughts and counsel, you will only make the matter 
worse and give the devil more space. For he has a serpent’s head. 
If it finds an opening into which it can slip, the whole body will 
follow without stopping. But prayer can prevent him and drive 
him back. 

Martin Luther 
The Large Catechism  

Part 3—The Sixth Petition 
 

Now let triumphant faith dispel 
our fears of guilt and woe! 
If God be for us—God the Lord— 
Who dares to be our foe? 

He who His only Son gave up 
to death, that we might live, 
shall He not all things freely grant 
His boundless love can give? 

Who now His people shall accuse? 
For God has justified! 
Who now His people shall condemn? 
The Lamb of God has died! 

And He who died has risen again 
triumphant from the grave; 
at God’s right hand for us He pleads, 
eternally to save. 

Scottish Translations and Para-
phrases 

(1745), alt. 
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PRELUDE 
Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir, BWV 687     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 607 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 
Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
In the Very Midst of Life LSB 755 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 
Oculi mei     Ps 25:15:16, 1–2a     Mode VII 

Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord: for He shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
 Turn Thee unto me and have mercy upon me: for I am desolate and afflicted. 

℣ Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul: O my God, I trust in Thee; let me not be ashamed. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 

 

The Gloria in excelsis is not sung in Lent. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways 
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sitting 

  

-In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.P C

- - - -For the peace from a bove and for our sal va tion let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.P C

-For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the Church of God, and for the uni ty of all let us pray to the Lord.P

-Lord, have mer cy.C

- -For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor ship and praise let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.P C

- - -Help, save, comfort and de fend us, gra cious Lord. A men.P C

-The Lord be with you. And al so with you. Let us pray.P C P

-A men.C
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OLD TESTAMENT     Jeremiah 26:1–15 
In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the 

Lord: “Thus says the Lord: Stand in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that 
come to worship in the house of the Lord all the words that I command you to speak to them; do not hold 
back a word. It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, that I may relent of the disaster 
that I intend to do to them because of their evil deeds. You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: If you 
will not listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, and to listen to the words of my servants 
the prophets whom I send to you urgently, though you have not listened, then I will make this house like 
Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse for all the nations of the earth.’” 

The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the 
Lord. And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the 
people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! Why 
have you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be 
desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 

When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the 
Lord and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lord. Then the priests and the 
prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he 
has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 

Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house and this city all the words you have heard. Now therefore mend your ways and your 
deeds, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will relent of the disaster that he has pro-
nounced against you. But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and 
upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Exsurge Domine     Ps 9:19, 3     Mode III 

Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in Thy sight. 

℣ When mine enemies are turned back: they shall fall and perish at Thy presence. 

EPISTLE     Ephesians 5:1–9 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is 
proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but 
instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or 
impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let 
no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons 
of disobedience. Therefore do not associate with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true). 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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TRACT 
Ad te levavi     Ps 123:1, 3     Mode VIII 

Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes: O Thou that dwellest in the heavens. 

℣ Have mercy upon us, O Lord: have mercy upon us. 

Standing 

COMMON TRACT     Joel 2:13 LSB 173 

 

HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 11:14–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 

 

Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man 
spoke, and the people marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of 
demons,” while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. But he, knowing their 
thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 
And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons 
by Beelzebul. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they 
will be your judges. But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides 
his spoil. Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 

“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and 
finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house 
swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and 
dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb 
that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.	

 

  

- - - - -Re turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra cious and mer ci ful, slow to an ger,C

- - - - - -and a bound ing in stead fast love, and a bound ing in stead fast love.

-Glo ry to You, O Lord.C

Praise to You, O Christ.C
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Sitting 

FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon at 8:00 
The Lord’s Prayer | The Seventh Petition 
What is the Seventh Petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 
But deliver us from evil. 
 
What does this mean? 
We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, 
possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us 
from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

Standing 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Lord of Our Life LSB 659 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 
  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 
 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 
 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 
  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 
 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 
 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY 
Justitiae Domini     Ps 19:8, 10–11     Mode IV 

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
 Moreover, by them is Thy servant warned. 
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 176 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 
  

- - - - - -What shall I ren der to the Lord for all His ben e fits to me? I will of fer the sac riC

- - - -fice of thanks giv ing and will call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal

- -va tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the

- -Lord now in the pres ence of all His peo ple, in the courts of the Lord’s house,

- - -in the midst of you, O Je ru sa lem.

-The Lord be with you. And al so with you.P C

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.P C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give Him thanks and praise.P C

- - -Ho ly, ho ly, ho ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth areC

- - - - -full of Your glo ry. Ho san na in the high est. Bless ed is He who comes

- - -in the name of the Lord. Ho san na in the high est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in 
His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 180 

 

Sitting  

- -The peace of the Lord be with you al ways. A men.P C

- -Lamb of God, You take a way the sin of the world; have mer cy on us. Lamb ofC

- -God, You take a way the sin of the world; have mer cy on us. Lamb of

-God, You take a way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 
of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 
pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

COMMUNION 
Passer invenit     Ps 84:3–4     Mode I 

The sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young: 
 even Thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. 
Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house: they will be still praising Thee. 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 
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O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe LSB 666 
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Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart LSB 708 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 

of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the 
day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 

 
  

- - - -Lord, now You let Your ser vant go in peace; Your word has been ful filled. My own eyes have seen the sal va tionC

- - - -which You have pre pared in the sight of ev ’ry peo ple: A light to re veal You to the

- - - - - - -na tions and the glo ry of Your peo ple Is ra el. Glo ry be to the Fa ther and to the Son and

- - - - - - -to the Ho ly Spir it; as it was in the be gin ning, is now, and will be for ev er. A men.

-The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
     and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

A men.P C
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode LSB 714 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir, BWV 686     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 607 

END NOTES 
Introit, Gradual, and Tract: Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 
Offertory and Communion: Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual: Offertories and Communions 
LSB 755: Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
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Prayer of the Church—Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)- 20 March 2022 
 
Merciful God, You do not change and are always ready to hear our prayer. May our eyes be ever 
fixed on You, that we would always be ready to receive Your forgiveness and help in time of 
need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty Father, we thank You that Christ has disarmed the devil and liberated us by His blood, 
bringing us into His ranks together with all the saints. Preserve all Christians in the faith until 
life’s end. Do not permit anyone to abandon or blaspheme Your Spirit’s work and the 
forgiveness of sins. Turn us in brotherly love toward one another to live always according to 
God’s holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, You call us to live in purity and holiness. Protect and guide Christian families to love 
and seek chastity and decency, learning to grow in virtue and all godly living. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, no kingdom divided against itself can stand and a house divided must fall. 
Graciously preserve our nation with its government. Frustrate the work of Satan and the seeds of 
destruction he would sow in every place were he not stayed by Your gracious hand. Unite our 
leaders and our people for a common good, while leading us to hope in that eternal kingdom 
which is not of this world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, the strength of the weak, hear our prayers for all who are sick, anxious, lonely or 
oppressed in any way especially Abby, Rita, Norma, Marilyn and Keith. Laurine, Peter, Mary, 
Pauline, Diane, Joe and Alexi, Jaqueline, Ursula, Monica, Richard, Betty, and Ron. And our 
homebound, Bob and Beyene. Overcome the devil and his demons, that he would not lead any 
into despair, and grant Your healing and cleansing power to rest upon their bodies and minds. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Blessed Lord, You join Your Word to the bread and wine and so invite us to eat and drink. Grant 
that we may hear and keep Your Word in faith, that we may worthily receive the true body and 
blood of our Savior in our mouths and so be given Your eternal blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Blessed Lord, the mother of Your Son was blessed because she heard Your Word and kept it. 
Grant that we who hear Your Word would also treasure it in our hearts and minds and so receive 
Your eternal blessing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen. 



We keep those listed below in our daily prayers during the coming week. 

-All members of the armed forces, especially Anne Muskopf’s brother-in-law, Jeremy Gorline, a 
Chaplain in Bahrain (Navy), Michael Cenedella (Air Force), Jesse Owings (Air Force), Katy 
Brown (Navy), Elliott and Esther Perko (Marine Corps and Navy), Jason Oberton (National 
Guard), Jack Mossbarger, (Coast Guard), Emily Arndt (Air Force), Christopher and Gretchen 
Arndt (Navy), Gregory Griffith and Johnny Simon (Army), and Theo Roehl (Air Force) that they 
be preserved in faith and protected by God’s mighty power. 

-First responders, nurses and doctors tending to those suffering during this pandemic and for all 
diagnosed with or recovering from COVID-19; and for former member Abby Golden-Wilson, 
undergoing chemo treatments; Ron Eisner, for back and leg pain; Rita Salvucci, her mother, 
Norma; for Marilyn Levine, suffering from mental illness; for Keith Thomas, seeking housing; 
Monical Nadler, recovering from surgery, and all the sick. 

-Those battling cancer, especially: Laurine, Chaplain Joseph Watson’s wife; Peter Beveridge, 
Amy Witschy’s brother; Mary, Rita Salvucci’s sister’s mother; Betty Pohl; Pauline Amundsen, 
Loni Lehnhardt’s mother; and Diane Uden, Amy Lakeman’s mother, Richard Gaillardetz: Chair 
of Theology Department, Boston College.  

-For our congregation’s homebound: Bob Gerke and Beyene Fassil. 

 
 
 




