
 

St. Stephen, Protomartyr 

December 26, 2021 • 11am 
  

Lord, 

You are calling me to come to You, 

And I am coming to You –  

Not with any merits of my own 

But only with your mercy. 

I am begging you for this mercy 

In virtue of Your Son’s most sweet 

blood, blood, blood. 

Father, 

Into Your hands I surrender my soul 

And my spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Catherine of Sienna 

(1347-1380) 

St. Stephen’s Day is observed on the second day of Christmas, 

for the revelation of God in the flesh is shrouded in poverty. 

What did the shepherds see in the poor manger? Did they not 

see God Himself in the flesh, and that the majesty of Christ is 

found hidden in His humble appearance? So also in the humil-

ity of all Christian suffering and martyrdom is the majesty of 

Christ hidden. For the holy saints of God were citizens of the 

kingdom of heaven, which is not of this world; therefore the 

world does. Not receive it. Neither did it receive St. Stephen, 

nor see him for who he was, as it is written, “They have eyes 

but they see not.” Rather, they gnashed at him with their teeth. 

But what did Stephen himself see? He saw the heavens opened 

and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God. But they did 

not hear his Gospel, for they cried out with a loud voice, stopped 

their ears, and ran at him with one accord, as it is written, “Ears 

have they but they hear not.” So they stoned him to death; but 

Stephen’s mind was at peace, consumed in the holy wounds of 

Christ, as he cried in likeness to his crucified Master, Receive 

my spirit, and, Do not charge them with this sin. For martyrdom 

is the most holy of experiences of Christ our Incarnate Lord.  

 

Rev. Dr. Burnell Eckardt 

Meditation, St. Stephen, the First Martyr 

Every Day Will I Bless Thee, 36 
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PRELUDE 

Prelude in c, BWV 546/1     Johann Sebastian Bach 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light LSB 378 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 

the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Etenim sederunt principes     Ps 119:23a, 95a, 86b, 22b, 1     Mode I 

Princes also did sit and speak against me: the wicked have waited for me to destroy me. 

 Help Thou me, Lord, my God: for I have kept Thy testimonies. 

℣ Blessed are the undefiled in the way: who walk in the Law of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ grant us grace to follow the example 

of the first martyr, Stephen, that we also may look to the One who suffered and was crucified on our behalf 

and pray for those who do us wrong; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 
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OLD TESTAMENT     2 Chronicles 24:17–22 

Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king 

listened to them. And they abandoned the house of the Lord, the God of their fathers, and served the Ash-

erim and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. Yet he sent prophets 

among them to bring them back to the Lord. These testified against them, but they would not pay attention. 

Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, 

               m, “             , ‘W              k     c mm   m      f         ,             c      

prosper? Because y     v  f    k           ,        f    k       ’” B        c                   m,     

by command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the Lord. Thus Joash the 

k              m m        k             J       , Z c      ’  f  her, had shown him, but killed his son. 

A                    ,        , “M                     v    !” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Sederunt principes     Ps 119:23a, 86b, 117a     Mode V 

The princes sat and spoke against me: and have persecuted me wrongfully. 

℣ Help Thou me, O Lord my God: save me for Thy mercy’s sake. 

EPISTLE     Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51–60 

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. Then 

some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and 

of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. But they could 

not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. Then they secretly instigated men 

        , “W    v          m     k        m                  M             ” A                       

people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the 

c   c  ,                 f                       , “     m     v   c             k                         

place and the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will 

c          c    m       M         v           ” A     z         m,                    c   c                

face was like the face of an angel. 

A                       , “A                  ?” A   Stephen said: 

 “B            f      ,      m   … You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you al-

ways resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you 

  v                   m       ,           c  v                  v                           k       ” 

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full 

of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

A          , “B     , I            v          ,         S    f M                               f     ” 

But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him 

out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named 

S     A                        S      ,    c         , “     J    ,   c  v  m         ” A   f              

k        c                     v  c , “    ,                                 m ” A                        , 

he fell asleep. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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SEQUENCE 

Hanc concordi     Mode VIII 

Let us join in celebration 

To keep this solemn occasion, 

Made wise by the gracious 

Ex m     f S      ’         , 

Who for his malicious 

Assailants made supplication. 

O Jesus, he carried Thy banner, 

Boldly striving for Thine honor. 

So grant us to be intercessors 

For our rivals and transgressors. 

A     S      ’  f  v          , 

Paul Thy persecutor 

C m            f    ’    f     , 

Joining him in heaven fair, 

Where no persecutor 

Of the faith may ever enter. 

Wherefore we, Thy humble nation, 

Make supplication, 

Christ, to Thee, Our Lord and Brother: 

Gain by sacrosanct petition 

S     ’    m      ; 

Reconcile us with the Father! 

To Thy diaconate Peter him ordained; 

With Peter he the rule of Thy faith maintained, 

Thee showing at the right hand of the Father, 

Whom the raving crowd did slaughter. 

Thou chosest Stephen as Thine Own instrument, 

By him to strengthen His faithful regiment; 

    ,         v ,      S      ’  c           

Mid the stones of condemnation. 

Now mid the purple-robed in heaven, 

He is crowned with glory by Thee given. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

Video caelos apertos     Mode VI 

 
℣ I see the heavens opened: and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 
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HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 23:34–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 

 

[J          ] “     f    I                            m        c     ,   m   f    m          k        

crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may 

come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the 

son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these 

things will come upon this generation. 

“O J       m, J       m,     c         k                  and stones those who are sent to it! How often 

would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would 

   ! S  ,                 f                   F   I         ,                  m       ,              , ‘Blessed 

          c m            m   f          ’” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

The Son of God Goes Forth to War LSB 661 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

  Elegerunt apostoli     Acts 6:5; 7:59     Mode VIII 

The Apostles chose Stephen a Levite, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost: 

 Whom the Jews stoned calling upon God, and saying: Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, 

we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

                                     

  f                                         

        v     k            ,                                 
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

   D’     YE      Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks he 

   k           v               c                “  k ,    ; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for you. This 

        m m    c   f M  ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them saying: 

“D   k  f   ,      f    ; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembranc   f M  ” 
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 

not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 

and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that 

of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the 

pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

  

       c  f                                
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COMMUNION 

Video caelos apertos     Acts 7:56, 59–60; Lk 23:34 

I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God: 

 Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, and lay not this sin to their charge; for they know not what they do. 

  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly LSB 393 

 

 

 

 
 

Let Us All with Gladsome Voice LSB 390 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 
  

                                                                     

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                                     

                                                                        

O   v      k               , f          ,                                  
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A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

                                     

B                              

                       k               m k      f c                          c             

          f         c        c               v       c  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

In dulci jubilo, BWV 729     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 386 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END NOTES 
Introit and Gradual: Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 

Sequence: Notker Balbulus (c. 840–912); tr. Matthew Carver, in Lutheran Sequences 

Offertory and Communion: Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual: Offertories and Communions 

LSB 378: Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372  
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