
Dominus dixit 
The Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2021 • 7pm 
  

There fared a mother driven forth  We have hands that fashion and heads that know 

Out of an inn to roam;   But our hearts we lost - how long ago! 

In the place where she was homeless In a place no chart nor ship can show 

All men are at home.   Under the sky’s dome. 

The crazy stable close at hand, 

With shaking timber and shifting sand The world is wild as an old wives’ tale, 

Grew a stronger thing to abide and stand And strange the plain things are, 

Than the square stones of Rome.  The earth is enough and the air is enough, 

     For our wonder and our war; 

For men are homesick in their homes, But our rest is as far as the fire-drake swings 

And strangers under the sun,  And our peace is put in impossible things 

And they lay their heads in a foreign land Where clashed and thundered unthinkable wings 

Whenever the day is done.   Round an incredible star. 

Here we have battle and blazing eyes, 

And chance and honour and high surprise, To an open house in the evening 

But our homes are under miraculous skies Home shall men come, 

Where the yule tale was begun  To an older place than Eden 

     And a taller town than Rome. 

A Child in a foul stable,   To the end of the way of the wandering star, 

Where the beasts feed and foam;  To the things that cannot be and that are, 

Only where He was homeless  To the place where God was homeless 

Are you and I at home;   And all men are at home. 

 

G. K. Chesterton 

“The House of Christmas” 

Poems, pp. 58-59 
 

Rejoice, Jerusalem!  

All you lovers of Sion,  

share our festivities!  

On this day the age-old bonds 

of Adam’s condemnation were 

broken,  

paradise was opened for us, the 

serpent was crushed,  

and the woman, whom he once 

deceived, lives now as mother of 

the creator [...].  

Let all creation dance and thrill 

with joy,  

for Christ has come to call us 

home and to save our souls. 

 

Processional antiphon 

Vigil of Christmas 

Byzantine Rite 
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PRELUDE 

Canonic Variations on Vom Himmel hoch, BWV 769     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 357 

I. Canon at the octave 

II. Canon at the fifth 

V. Inversion canons at the sixth, third, second, and ninth 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST     Mode V 
The twenty-fifth day of December: 

when ages upon ages had run their course from the creation of the world, 

 when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in His Own likeness; 

when century upon century had passed since the Almighty set His bow in the clouds  

 after the Great Flood, as a sign of covenant and peace; 

in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith, came out of the Ur of the Chaldees; 

in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 

around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 

in the one hundred ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

in the year seven hundred fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome; 

in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

 the whole earth being at peace: 

JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,  

 being pleased to consecrate the world by His most loving Presence, 

 having been conceived of the Holy Spirit, and when nine months were passed after His conception, 

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

T   T   T 
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The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     Jn 20:19–23 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Dominus dixit     Ps 2:7; 93:1     Mode II 

The Lord hath said unto Me: Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee. 

℣ The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty:  

 the Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

  

      L                                           L                     
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 

  o      to  od on  i    

                                                                                   

                                                          L                     

                            L                     S               

  L        L           S                                                
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we 

have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

  

                                   L                                

                                                         

    o d    it  ou                       t us p     
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OLD TESTAMENT     Isaiah 9:2–7 

 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL CAROL 

Quem pastores laudavere     Michael Praetorius 

This so-called “Quempas Celebration” is an old Lutheran tradition wherein the children sing the carol 

from the four corners of the nave, depicting the angels proclaiming the birth of the Christ Child to the 

four corners of the world, to which the choir and congregation joyfully respond. 

 He, Whom shepherds once came praising 

  at the angel’s voices raising, 

  “Leave behind your fears amazing,” 

  Christ, the glorious King is born. 

 The Glory once by angels sung 

  to waiting men 

    t  s on  o’       c   tion; 

 the Victory told on every tongue 

  now springs again 

  in hearts of high elation. 

 In t   Vi  in’s nov    i t  

  new joy hath been excited, 

  nd    t   t u  Sun’s           oom is  i  t d  

C Refrain (printed below) 

 From the East came Magi faring, 

  myrrh and gold and incense bearing, 

  offered to the Child, declaring 

  Him the Lion of Victory. 

 The great name of Jesu the Lord, 

  Immanuel, 

  God with us makes His dwelling. 

   is d    od’s p  don is outpou  d, 

  guilt to dispel, 

  the hearts of sinners swelling. 

 Joy we in   d mption’s  o d 

  as His redeemed nation! 

 This is the day and year of jubilation. 

C Refrain 

 

 To the Christ, God born our Brother, 

  given us through the virgin mother, 

  worthy King o’er every other, 

  honor, praise, and glory be! 

 Ye shepherds tell the news abroad, 

  in Bethlehem 

  Who is it Mary bore us? 

 True Man is He and yet true God, 

  Whom wanderers name 

  Life and Salvation glorious. 

 Light from heaven issued down 

  and peace hath been regained; 

 yet she who bore Him virgin hath remained. 

C Refrain 

 Let us all, with Mary before us 

  and the ranks of heaven’s chorus, 

  sing the Birth that doth restore us 

  with our sweetest melody. 

 O Kin  of kin s! t   Vi  in’s Son, 

  born on this day, 

  preserve our faith unshaken, 

 that when this fragile life is done 

  we never may 

  be by Thyself forsaken. 

 Honor, praise, and glory be 

  to God on high forever, 

 and peace to men of His good will and favor! 

C Refrain 
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EPISTLE     Titus 2:11–14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce un-

godliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 

waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who 

gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good works. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE 

Grates nunc omnes     Mode VIII 

Now let us render 

 Thanks to the Lord, our Defender, 

Who by His chaste Incarnation 

 Freed His creation 

 F om t   d vi ’s po     nd domin tion  

Ever with angels,  

 O Lord, ’tis m  t     do       , 

 And sing: Gloria in excelsis! 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

Dominus dixit     Ps 2:7     Mode VI 

 
℣ The Lord hath said unto Me: Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon.  

                                     



10 

HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 2:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And 

all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 

of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the 

house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so 

it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 

brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-

enly host praising God, and saying, 

  “  o   to  od in t    i   st,  

  nd on    t  p  c ,  ood  i   to   d m n ” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
  

                L     
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 
stanzas 1–5 sung by the choir 

 

 

 
 

  

All 

Women 

Men 

Women 

5 “   s      t   si ns t  t  ou s     m  k  

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

B    om t      v’ns  nd    t       m d  ” 

6 Ho     d   ’      to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 

How weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head 

Where lowly cattle lately fed! 

Men 

Women 

Men 

Women 

Men 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 

It would be far too poor and small 

A cradle for the Lord of all. 

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 

You have but hay and straw so rough 

On which as King, so rich and great, 

To be enthroned in royal state. 

12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might 

Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

All     15   o   to  od in  i   st    v’n, 

W o unto us His Son   s  iv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
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Sitting 

SERMON 

Standing 

HYMN 

All My Heart Again Rejoices LSB 360 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 

    One and all, 

“You     s f  f om d n     

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; 

    All you need 

I  i   su      iv   ou ” 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY 

Sussex Carol     arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, 

 to hear the news the angels bring— 

news of great joy, news of great mirth, 

 n  s of ou  m  cifu  Kin ’s  i t   

Then why should men on earth be so sad, 

 since our Redeemer made us glad, 

when from our sin He set us free, 

 all for to gain our liberty? 

When sin departs before His grace, 

 then life and health come in its place; 

angels and men with joy may sing, 

 all for to see the newborn King. 

All out of darkness we have light, 

 which made the angels sing this night: 

“  o   to  od  nd p  c  to m n, 

 now and forevermo    Am n ” 
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Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

  

    o d    it  ou                     

 ift up  ou     ts                      L     

   t us  iv t  nks un to t   o d, ou  od                          
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

L RD’S  R YER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks 

     ok  it  nd   v  it to t   discip  s  nd s id  “  k ,   t; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for 

 ou    is do in   m m   nc  of M  ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

s  in   “D ink of it,     of  ou; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

 ou fo  t   fo  iv n ss of sins    is do,  s oft n  s  ou d ink it, in   m m   nc  of M  ” 

  

                   L        S                                  

                                                    B                       

                                          L                                        
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

  

    p  c of t   o d    it  ou      s         

                L                                                          

               L                                                                    

   L                                                             
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COMMUNION 

O magnum mysterium     Tomás Luis de Victoria 

O magnum mysterium 

 et admirabile sacramentum, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum  

 natum jacentem in praesepio. 

O beata Virgo  

 cujus viscera meruerunt 

 portare Dominum Jesum Christum. 

Alleluia. 

O great mystery 

 and wondrous sacrament, 

that animals should see  

 the newborn Lord lying in a manger. 

O blessed is the Virgin  

 whose womb was made worthy  

 to bear our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia. 

 

Onc  in Ro    D vid’s Cit  LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
  



18 

What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361 
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Standing 

 

As the candles are lit, the choir sings Stille Nacht: 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

 nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

 schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 

HYMN 

Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 
  

      o d    ss  ou  nd k  p  ou     o d m k  His f c  s in  upon  ou  nd      cious un to  ou  

    o d  ift up His count n nc  upon  ou  nd  iv  ou p  c  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her, BWV 700     Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END NOTES 
Introit: Healey Willan, The Introits and Graduals for the Church Year 

Alleluia: Lodovico Viadana, arr. Jonathan Wessler 

Sequence: Gregory the Great (c. 540–604); tr. Matthew Carver, in Lutheran Sequences  



22 

SERVING 
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The Rev. James Hopkins, Pastor 
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The Rev. Fessehaie Biniam 
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Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 
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Steve Perko Brian Harms 

David Litke Joe Krikava 
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Ron Eisner 
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Recording, Web, Social Media 

Alex Roehl Tyler Kosakowski 

Amanda Miller Nik Locker 

Audrey Johnson Joy Wessler 

David Beck 

Tellers 

Amanda Miller Vincent James 

Anna Coffey 
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