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The God who came at Christmas comes in every strand of 

ordinary life. He slept, suckled, grew, learned, as we all 

have. He belongs to all of life – the joy, the routine, the 

work, the disappointment, the wonderment, the crass, the 

beautiful. Consider all the facets of this story. The working 

shepherds, the wise philosophers, the royalty, the weary 

feet, the beauty of the stars, of the feel of straw and stables. 

No area of human lot escapes Him. 

   …Nor is He excluded from the tragedies of life. Indeed it 

is precisely in the crises that we probably know Him best. 

He was born to suffer and to die. Little children in Jerusa-

lem were murdered for the sake of a king’s greed…Life at 

Christmas is sentimental and I love it: the cookies, grand-

mother’s visit, the colored lights…But Christmas is realism: 

the power of jealousy, the stealth of the wicked, the tempta-

tion of selfishness, the pain, the contradictions – all are 

there. He came to free us from their ultimate power. 

   Life is more tragic than it sometimes seems and He has 

born it all. And so we love this Man Jesus and call Him Em-

manuel – God with us. But the dimension that rises to the 

top in this hour is the God of hope. 

   Life is larger than routine, than tragedy, or even loneli-

ness. This story is woven through and through with the 

note of glory. How does one communicate glory? What 

words to use? How better to rise above the confinements of 

cause and effect, of space and time, than to sing of light and 

of angels…” We beheld His glory, glory as of the only-be-

gotten Son of the Father.” Life is greater than it sometimes 

seems and He reveals all of it to us. And so we worship this 

man Jesus and confess Him Emmanuel – God with us. 

 

Ken Knutson 

The God Who Comes at Christmas 

 

Rejoice, Jerusalem! 

All you lovers of Sion, 

Share our festivities! 

On this day the age-old bonds of 

Adam’s condemnation were broken,  

paradise was opened for us,  

the serpent was crushed,  

and the woman, whom he once deceived, 

lives now as mother of the creator… 

Let all creation dance and thrill with 

joy, for Christ has come to call us home 

and to save our souls. 

 

Processional Antiphon 

Vigil of Christmas, Byzantine Rite 
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PRELUDE 

Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ (versetti 1–2)     Matthias Weckmann 
text and tune: LSB 382 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     Jn 20:19–23 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Puer natus     Is 9:6; Ps 98:1     Mode VII 

Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God:  

 the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace 

℣ Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song: for He hath done marvelous things. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 

   r   e t     n       
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

  

                                                                    

                                                         

  e   r  e   t   u                      et us  ra   
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OLD TESTAMENT     Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 

Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised 

up its pillars. And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the 

Lord had commanded Moses. He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the 

ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the 

veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses. … 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And 

Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the 

Lord filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over 

the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not 

set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and 

fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 

Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPISTLE     Titus 3:4–7 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 

that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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SEQUENCE 

Eia recolamus     Mode VII 

Come, and let us, with praises tender 

And true, devise 

A worthier song to mark this day, 

When to us the Light of splendor 

Did first arise 

And broke the mist of night away, 

Making shades of sin surrender 

To clearing skies. 

This day the virgin for earth has given 

Birth to heaven, 

And joy at this Salvation new, 

Whereat grim death is by terror taken, 

Hades shaken— 

All foes in Him their ruin view. 

Captive now, old death lies in anguish; 

Livid, the serpent unhands his precious prey. 

Fallen men, as sheep that did languish, 

Now are recalled to the bliss of endless day. 

Now resoundeth all the angel host, 

Filling heaven with their joyful strain; 

For the precious coin that once was lost 

On this day was restored again. 

O how blest that Guilt! that we should see 

Redeemed the nature once forlorn! 

God, Who made all things, true Deity, 

Is of a mortal woman born. 

O wondrous Nature, wearing 

S    n r us   man’s  ear n ! 

 The alien nature taking, 

His not forsaking, 

True God takes form and feature 

Of man, His dearest creature: 

 Who ever heard such wonder? 

Who can it ponder? 

He, the Good Shepherd, came, 

Seeking sheep that had been lost in shame, 

Donning His helmet bright, 

As a soldier armored for the fight. 

Now fallen upon his darts, the foe 

Ruined lies, in utter woe; 

Stripped of all his measures 

In which he had put his trust and toil, 

All divided is his spoil, 

Captured all his treasures. 

N   C r st’s va  ant  arfare f r us 

Shall be our salvation true: 

Who hath brought us all victorious 

Homeward to His kingdom new. 

His be praise eternal and glorious! 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

Dies sanctificatus     Mode VI 

 
℣ A holy day dawns upon us; come, ye nations, and adore the Lord: 

 for today a great light is descended upon the earth. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon.  
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HOLY GOSPEL     John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 

the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

Of t e Fat er’s Love Begotten LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY 

Hodie nobis caelorum rex     Jacob Handl 

Hodie nobis caelorum rex, 

 de virgine nasci dignatus est: 

ut hominem perditum 

 ad caelestia regna revocaret. 

Gaudet exercitus Angelorum: 

 quia salus aeterna humano generi apparuit. 

Noe, noe! 

Today for us the King of heaven is born, 

 worthy to be born of a virgin: 

that He might restore ruined man 

 to the heavenly kingdom. 

The host of angels rejoices: 

 for eternal salvation has appeared for man. 

Noel, noel! 
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Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

  

  e   r  e   t   u                     

  ft u   ur  earts                            

  et us   ve t an s un t t e   r   ur                              
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

  RD’   R YER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks 

 e  r  e  t an   ave  t t  t e   sc   es an  sa    “ a e  eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for 

  u     s     n remem rance  f Me ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

sa  n   “Dr n   f it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

  u f r t e f r  veness  f s ns     s     as  ften as   u  r n   t   n remem rance  f Me ” 
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

  

   e  eace  f t e   r  e   t   u a  a s         
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COMMUNION 

Psallite unigenito     Michael Praetorius 

Psallite, unigenito Christo, Dei filio, 

 Redemptori, Domino,  

 puerulo jacenti in praesepio. 

Ein kleines Kindelein liegt in dem Krippelein: 

 alle lieben Engelein dienen dem Kindelein 

 und singen ihm fein. 

Sing psalms to the only-begotten Christ, the Son of God, 

 the Redeemer, the Lord, 

 the little Child lying in a manger. 

A little Child lies in the manger: 

 all the blessed angels serve the Child 

 and sing well to Him. 

 

O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

6 The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
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A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 
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We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth LSB 382 

 

 

 
 

5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 

    To lead us from this world of cares 

        eaven’s c urts as   essè   e rs  

        Alleluia! 

6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 

    He ma es us r c   n  eav’n    a s 

    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 

        Alleluia! 

7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 

    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 

    And sing His praise with endless voice. 

        Alleluia! 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 
  

                                                                     

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                                     

                                                                        

O   ve t an s unt  t e   r   f r He  s                                        
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A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 

by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

  e   r  e   t   u                     

  ess  e t e   r                  

    e   r    ess   u an  ee   u   e   r  ma e H s face s  ne u  n   u an   e  ra c  us un t   u  

  e   r    ft u  H s c untenance u  n   u an   ve   u  eace 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ, SSWV 135 (versetti 7–8, cantus coloratus)     Samuel Scheidt 
text and tune: LSB 382 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END NOTES 
Introit: Healey Willan, The Introits and Graduals for the Church Year 

Sequence: Notker Balbulus (c. 840–912); tr. Matthew Carver, in Lutheran Sequences 

Alleluia: Lodovico Viadana, arr. Jonathan Wessler 

LSB 372: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; Tune © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002372 

LSB 382: Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7) © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4) © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372  
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