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O God,  

Breaker of idols,  

Descend into our hearts and 

minds  

So that we may know you and 

love you ever more and more.  

Amen 

 
Charles C. Taliaferro 

 

 

We need a whole lot more help to be cheerful than to be miserable. The 

latter comes sort of naturally. The things we have to be worried about usually 

make a longer list than the things that make us deep down happy. We are some-

how afraid of being happy for fear of being cheated. From our past come the cau-

tionary voices that prompt us to protect ourselves against expecting too much. 

Better settle for some manageable-size happiness that can be protected. Don't look 

for more.  

In the wilderness, John cries "Repent!" upon all such protections (Mat-

thew 3:2). Come free of them. Start again from zero. The waters of Baptism drown 

the old and give birth to the new. John's baptism is toward the new, toward what 

is coming, toward who is coming: the Lord, whose way is to be prepared by cast-

ing aside all that stands in His way so nothing blocks Him. Try to protect yourself 

against Jesus as against an enemy and you will then have Him as an enemy. Meet 

Him with demands of what you deserve and that is what you will get, and no es-

cape. Some will receive of Jesus' might and His justice, others of His gentleness 

and life-engendering care, as was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: "Behold, the Lord 

God will come with strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His re-

ward is with Him, and His work before Him. He shall feed His flock like a shep-

herd: He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and 

shall gently lead those that are young" (40:10-11). Jesus leads. He goes on ahead; 

leading to the more He always has in store for us. He was a whole lot more than 

John imagined or was ready to accept […].  

Repentance is the stripping away of everything that closes Jesus in, of 

everything that is unwilling to risk His being more for you. Instead, you are open, 

receiving of Him who is always on ahead, more.  

This Advent spend some time in the wilderness, stripped of all frills and 

phoniness, stripped down to what is basic, naked – naked toward Him who 

comes. His Baptism gives who He is and what is His to do. Jesus has His time in 

the wilderness. His heart goes out to those in the wilderness with Him. He feeds 

them with his words of life and truth. When a boy gives up his lunch, He feeds 

them with those loaves and fish. With bread and wine He bodies and bloods us 

with Himself. As it goes with Jesus, so it goes with us – as real as death, as real as 

life, His and ours, together.  

Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel 

Selected Sermons of Norman Nagel 
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PRELUDE 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (3 versetti)     Johann Gottfried Walther 

text and tune: LSB 332 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 

 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
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INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     Jn 20:19–23 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Memento nostri     Ps 106:4–5, 1     Mode I 

Remember us, O Lord, with Thy favor that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 

 O visit us with Thy salvation, that we may see the goodness of Thy chosen, 

 that we may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, 

 that we may glory with Thine inheritance. 

℣ O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

The Gloria in excelsis is omitted in Advent. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down 

may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT     Deuteronomy 18:15–19 

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—

it is to him you shall listen— just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 

assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire 

any more, lest I die.’ And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. I will raise 

up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and 

he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall 

speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

      L                                           L                     

The Lord be with you.                    Let us pray. 
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GRADUAL 

Prope est Dominus     Ps 145:18, 21     Mode V 

The Lord nigh unto all them that call upon Him: to all that call upon Him in truth. 

℣ My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless His holy name. 

EPISTLE     Philippians 4:4–7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to every-

one. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-

tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which sur-

passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

Adjutor meus     Ps 70:5     Mode VI 

 
℣ Thou art my Help and my Deliverer: make no tarrying, O my God. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 

HOLY GOSPEL     John 1:19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

  

                                     

                L     



6 

This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

“Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked 

him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 

“No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do 

you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 

the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if 

you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, 

but among you stands one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 

am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was bap-

tizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.      Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
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 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Sitting 

FAMILY INSTRUCTION     with children’s sermon at 8:00 

The Creed | The Second Article 

Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come  to judge the living and the dead. 

 

What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from 

all sins,  from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 

blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from  the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
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Standing 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 
stanzas 2–4 sung in harmony 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

  Rejoice Greatly     Zech 9:9–10     George Frideric Handel 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

 Behold, thy King cometh unto thee. 

He is the righteous Savior, and He shall speak peace unto the heathen. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

                                                             

                                                    S                       
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 

prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when 

He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

The Lord be with you.                    

Lift up your hearts.                     L     

-Let us give thanks un to the Lord, our God.                         
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

L  D’S    YE      Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks 

he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  

                   L        S                                  

                                                    B                       

                                          L                                        
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor. 

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

  

-The peace of the Lord be with you al ways.        

                L                                                          

               L                                                                    

   L                                                             
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COMMUNION 

  O Thou that Tellest Good Tidings to Zion     Is 40:9; 60:1     George Frideric Handel 

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion,  

 get thee up into the high mountain.  

O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem,  

 lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid;  

 say unto the cities of Judah, behold your God! 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come,  

 and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

  When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346 
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 
  

   L                                                                 

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                S                    

                                                                        

O give thanks unto the Lord , for He is good,                                  
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A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 

by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION     Ps 103:1; Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

The Lord be with you.                    

Bless we the Lord.                

- -The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gra cious un to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

Toccata on Veni Emmanuel     Andrew Carter (b. 1939) 
text and tune: LSB 357 

END NOTES 
Introit, Gradual, and Alleluia (8am): Matthew Carver, The Lutheran Gradual, adapt. Jonathan Wessler 

LSB 355: Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

LSB 346: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

LSB 342: Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002372 
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SERVING 

Celebrant and Preacher 

The Rev. James Hopkins, Pastor 

Assisting Pastor 

The Rev. Fessehaie Biniam 

Organist and Cantor 

Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Vocalist 

Kathie Schneider, soprano 
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Steve Perko Brian Harms 

David Litke Joe Krikava 

Tim Nadler Charlie Goumas 

Ron Eisner 

Altar Guild 

Michael Whidden Eunice Whidden 

Gabrielle Whidden Laura Seaman 
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Kaibo Feng 
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Vincent James Jesse Owings 

Scott Macdonald 

 

 


