
 

The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

August 22, 2021 
  

If you believe in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in 

your life, this is what it means. You are called to be truly hu-

man, but it is nothing short of the life of God within you that 

enables you to be so, to be remade in God’s image.  As C.S. 

Lewis said in a famous lecture, next to the sacrament itself 

your Christian neighbor is the holiest object ever presented to 

your sight, because in him or her the living Christ is present.  

We do not normally think of it like this, and we impoverish 

ourselves hugely as a result.  We are so concerned to say at 

once, if anyone even suggests such an idea, that we are im-

perfect, weak and frail, that we fail and sin and fear and fall.  

And of course all that is true.  But read Paul again, read John 

again, and discover that we are cracked vessels full of glory, 

wounded healers. [...] And if you think that sounds arrogant, 

imagine how arrogant it would be even to think of trying to 

reshape our world without being indwelt, energized, guided 

and directed by God’s own Spirit.   

 

N.T. Wright  

The Challenge of Jesus: 

Rediscovering Who Jesus Was and Is 

p. 193 

 

Haste, Lord, and act;  

stir us up,  

and call us back;  

inflame us,  

and draw us to Thee;  

stir us up,  

and grow sweet unto us; let 

us now love Thee,  

let us “run after Thee.” 

 

St. Augustine 
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PRELUDE 

Master Tallis’ Testament (from Six Pieces)   Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

T   T   T 

Matins  •  LSB 219 

Standing 

HYMN 

Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear LSB 908 

 

 

 

INVITATORY     Ps 51:15; Ps 70:1 LSB 219 
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VENITE     Ps 95:1–7 LSB 220 
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Sitting 

PSALM 146:4–10 

Beatus cuius Deus Jacob Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–1876) 

Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, and whose hope is in the Lord his God: 

Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that therein is; who keepeth His promise forever; 

Who helpeth them to right that suffer wrong; Who feedeth the hungry. 

The Lord looseth men out of prison; the Lord giveth sight to the blind. 

The Lord helpeth them that are fallen; the Lord careth for the righteous. 

The Lord careth for the strangers; He defendeth the fatherless and widow: 

as for the way of the ungodly, He turneth it upside down. 

The Lord thy God, O Zion, shall be King forevermore, 

and throughout all generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
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OFFICE HYMN 

My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820 
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Sitting 

LESSON Isaiah 29:17–24 

 Is it not yet a very little while 

 until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 

 and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? 

In that day the deaf shall hear 

 the words of a book, 

and out of their gloom and darkness 

 the eyes of the blind shall see. 

The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, 

 and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 

For the ruthless shall come to nothing 

 and the scoffer cease, 

 and all who watch to do evil shall be cut off, 

who by a word make a man out to be an offender, 

 and lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate, 

 and with an empty plea turn aside him who is in the right. 

Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: 

 “Jacob shall no more be ashamed, 

 no more shall his face grow pale. 

For when he sees his children, 

 the work of my hands, in his midst, 

 they will sanctify my name; 

they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob 

 and will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 

And those who go astray in spirit will come to understanding, 

 and those who murmur will accept instruction.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

LESSON 2 Corinthians 3:4–11 

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to 

claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us competent to be minis-

ters of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not 

gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit 

have even more glory? For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness 

must far exceed it in glory. Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because 

of the glory that surpasses it. For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what 

is permanent have glory. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:31–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus] returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the 

Decapolis. And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him 

to lay his hand on him. And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and 

after spitting touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, 

“Be opened.” And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. And Jesus charged 

them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. And they were 

astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 

speak.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

RESPONSORY     Ps 119:89; Lk 11:28 LSB 221 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

CANTICLE LSB 223 

Te Deum laudamus 
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Sitting 

MOTET 

Salvator mundi Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–1585) 

Salvator mundi, salva nos, 

qui per crucem et sanguinem redemisti nos, 

auxiliare nobis, te deprecamur, Deus noster. 

O Savior of the world, save us, 

who by Your cross and blood has redeemed us, 

help us, we pray You, O Lord our God. 

Kneeling 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47 LSB 227 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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COLLECTS 

 

 

 

 

L Almighty and merciful God, by Your gift alone Your faithful people render true and laudable service. 

Help us steadfastly to live in this life according to Your promises and finally attain Your heavenly 

glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

L Grant, we implore You, Almighty God, to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which 

comes down from above, that Your Word may not be bound, but may have free course and be 

preached to the joy and edification of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You 

and abide in the confession of Your name until the end; through Christ our Lord. 

 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the 

beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall 

into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 

governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Standing 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 228 
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BENEDICTION 2 Cor 13:14 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

The Lord, My God, Be Praised LSB 794 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

POSTLUDE 

Upon La Mi Re (Il Re Spagna Anonymous, ca. 1550 

  

 

 

NOTA BENE 

The prelude and postlude were selected by today’s organist, Cheryl Ryder, in tribute to the distinguished 

music ministry of Edith Ho (1932-2021) at the Church of the Advent, 1977-2007, and her interest in the 

music program here at First Lutheran Church.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS for 22 August 2021 

 

Welcome Visitors! 

Whether you’re in town for vacation or the weekend or new to Boston for school or career, we’re glad you 

joined us today. Please be sure to sign our guest book located at the rear of the church in the narthex. 

 

Hopkins Family Vacation 

Pastor Hopkins will return from family vacation on Tuesday. If you need pastoral assistance with any issues 

through August 24th, please contact the church office at 617-536-8851, Ext. 1, or by email at admin@flc-

boston.org and an elder or covering pastor will get in touch with you. 

 

Funeral Service for Karen Kirby 

As announced earlier, Karen passed away last Sunday, August 15th. FLC members are invited to pay their 

respects to the family at the viewing scheduled for Friday, August 27th from 4:00pm to 8:00pm and to attend 

the funeral service on Saturday, August 28th at 11:00am. Note that both the viewing and funeral are at 

Keohane Funeral Home, 785 Hancock Street, Quincy. The funeral will be followed by a luncheon in Marina 

Bay (exact location available at the funeral). 

 

Confirmation Sunday (Part 1), August 29th 

Join us next Sunday when we’ll celebrate the confirmation of Sophia Tomasio, Eric Tomasio, Frieda 

Bilezikian and Mateo Urban. Then, join us for fellowship in the courtyard for the only themed Sunday of 

2021, to date: JELL-O (and other snacks befitting for the newly confirmed). 

Please note that two other confirmands, Alec and Tobias Wilcken, who are traveling overseas, will be 

confirmed on Sunday, September 12th at the 11:00am service. 

 

For Your Reading Pleasure… 

On the way out, pick up your copy of “Lutheran Life,” published by Concordia Publishing House. The issue 

focuses on family, including brothers and sisters in Christ—timely, given Pastor Hopkins sermon on August 

15th on the Festival of St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord. The August issue of “The Lutheran Witness” is also 

available, as is the current newsletter from the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces, “So Help Me God.” 

 

 FLC Stats for Last Week 

In-Person Attendance Last Sunday (9:30AM): 116 

Offerings Last Sunday (General Fund): $5,771 

Weekly income required to meet budgeted operating expenses: $8759/wk 

    (as calculated at the beginning of the year based on adopted budget) 

Weekly actual average income, end of July YTD: $7038/wk (-$1721/wk)   

Adjusted weekly average income needed for the remainder of 2021: $10,479/wk 

General Fund Budgeted YTD: $265,680    General Fund Actual YTD $197,073   Shortfall: $68.607 

 

 

  

mailto:admin@flc-boston.org
mailto:admin@flc-boston.org
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PRAYERS 

 

We keep those listed below in our daily prayers during the coming week. 

 

-All members of the armed forces, especially those in Afghanistan and Michael Cenedella (Air Force), Jesse 

Owings (Air Force), Katy Brown (Navy), Elliott and Esther Perko (Marine Corps and Navy), Jason Oberton 

(National Guard), Jack Mossbarger, (Coast Guard), Emily Arndt (Air Force), Christopher and Gretchen Arndt 

(Navy), Gregory Griffith and Johnny Simon (Army), and Theo Roehl (Air Force) that they be preserved in 

faith and protected by God’s mighty power. 

 

-For the people of Haiti who mourn the loss of loved ones following last Saturday’s earthquake followed by 

Tropical Storm Grace. 

 

-For the family and friends of Karen Kirby, who lost her battle to cancer on August 15th. 

 

-First responders, nurses and doctors tending to those suffering during this pandemic and for all diagnosed 

with or recovering from COVID-19; and for Rosie Goumas, in rehab following recent hospitalization; Pastor 

Timothy Yeadon, awaiting surgeries; Gerd Tschischewski; Pastor Dutzmann, being treated for shortness of 

breath; Ron Eisner, for back and leg pain; Rita Salvucci, her mother, Norma and for Rita’s sister, Vitina; for 

Marilyn Levine, suffering from mental illness; and for Pastor Hopkins’ brother, Michael, dealing with a year-

long headache; and all the sick 

. 

-Those battling cancer, especially Kenneth Reber, David Litke’s uncle; Laurine, Chaplain Joseph Watson’s 

wife; Peter Beveridge, Amy Witschy’s brother; Mary, Rita Salvucci’s sister’s mother; Betty Pohl; Li Li; 

Pauline Amundsen, Loni Lehnhardt’s mother; and Diane Uden, Amy Lakeman’s mother. 

 

-For our congregation’s homebound: Anna Urbsas, Bob Gerke and Beyene Fassil. 
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SERVING 

Officiant 

Elder Brian Harms 

Organist and Cantor 

Dr. Jonathan Wessler, Kantor 

Lector 

John Lindemann 

 

Ushers 

Jesse Owings 

 

Altar Guild 

Michael and Gabrielle Whidden 

 

Teller 

Vincent James 

 

Camera 

David Beck 

Recording  

Alex Roehl 

Tyler Kosakowski 

Web and Social Media 

Audrey Johnson  

Eric Groft 

Joy Wessler 

 


