
 

The Third Sunday after Trinity 

June 20, 2021 
  

In a church history course my last year at Yale Divinity School, the profes-

sor invited an orthodox priest to lecture. He gave a rather dry talk on the 

development of the creeds. At the end of the lecture an earnest student 

asked, “Father Theodore, what can one do when one finds it impossible to 

affirm certain tenents of the creed?” 

The priest looked confused. “Well, you just say it. It’s not that hard to 

master. With a little effort, most can quickly learn it by heart.” 

“No, you don’t understand,” continued the student, “What am I to do 

when I have difficulty affirming parts of the creed – like the Virgin Birth?” 

The priest continued to look confused. “You just say it. Particularly when 

you have difficulty believing it, you must keep saying it. It will come to 

you eventually.” 

Exasperatedly, the student, a product of the same church that produced 

me, and as a representative of the ‘60s, pleaded, “How can I with integrity 

affirm a creed in which I do not believe?” 

“It’s not ‘your’ creed, young man!” said the priest. “It’s ‘our’ creed. Keep 

saying it, for heaven’s sake! Eventually, it may come to you. For some, it 

takes longer than for others. How old are you? Twenty-three? Don’t be so 

hard on yourself. There are lots of things that one doesn’t know at 23. 

Eventually, it may come to you. Even if it doesn’t, don’t worry. It’s not 

‘your’ creed. 

At that moment I realized what was wrong with much of the education I 

had received. A light shone. I got saved from the ‘60s. I thanked God that, 

in my ministry, I was not being left to my own devices. I did not have to 

think for myself. Saints led the way. As a theological educator, I need to 

recover a sense of myself as accountable to the church rather than subser-

vient to the academy. I need to listen to the church more carefully than to 

the alleged “issues of the day.” Only then might we, as leaders of the 

church, be given to allow our people to arise above the mere contempo-

rary and to engage in “critical thinking” worthy of the name. Theological 

education begins by being formed by the saints.  

   

William Willimon. 

 

O God our King,  

by the resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ on the first day of the week,  

you conquered sin,  

put death to flight,  

and gave us the hope of everlasting 

life:  

Redeem all our days by this victory; 

forgive our sins, banish our fears,  

make us bold to praise you  

and to do your will;  

and steel us to wait for the  

consummation of your kingdom on the 

last great Day;  

through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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PRELUDE 

Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit, BWV 669 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

Christe, aller Welt Trost, BWV 670 
text and tune: LSB 942, st. 1–2 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Lord, to You I Make Confession LSB 608 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION     1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.     Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.     Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.     Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     Jn 20:19–23 

Standing 

INTROIT     Ps 25:16–18, 1–2 

Respice in me Mode VI 

Turn towards me and have mercy upon me: for I am desolate and afflicted. 

Look upon my affliction and my pain: and forgive all my sins. 

℣ Unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul: O my God, I trust in You, let me not be ashamed. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 
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P O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy, 

multiply Your mercy on us that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 

temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Micah 7:18–20 

 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 

 and passing over transgression 

 for the remnant of his inheritance? 

He does not retain his anger forever, 

 because he delights in steadfast love. 

He will again have compassion on us; 

 he will tread our iniquities under foot. 

You will cast all our sins 

 into the depths of the sea. 

You will show faithfulness to Jacob 

 and steadfast love to Abraham, 

as you have sworn to our fathers 

 from the days of old. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL     Ps 55:22, 16, 18 

Jacta cogitatum tuum Mode VII 

Cast your burden upon the Lord: and He shall sustain you. 

℣ I will call upon God; and the Lord shall save me: He has delivered my soul in peace. 

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:12–17 

I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, 

appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. 

But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed 

for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I 

received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect pa-

tience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of ages, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA     Ps 18:1–2 

Diligam te Domine Mode V 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

I will love You, O Lord, my Strength: the Lord is my Rock and my Fortress and my Deliverer, alleluia. 

Standing 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:11–32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

 

[J          ] “            m                     A                f    m             f     , 

‘F     ,   v  m             f                  c m       m  ’ A        v                             m  

Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 

there he squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine 

arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens 

of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods 

that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

“B           c m       m   f,        , ‘H   m     f m  f     ’           v       v  m         

enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

“F     , I   v                    v         f         I  m                        c                

      m          f               v     ”’ A                c m         father. But while he was still a 

long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And 

                  m, ‘F     , I   v                    v         f         I  m                        

c               ’ B       f                     v    , ‘B     q  ck                ,                 m,     

put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he w       ,        f     ’ A                 

celebrate. 

“N                            f    ,           c m                            ,          m   c 

and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, 

‘Y    brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back 

  f            ’ B                      f               H   f      c m                      m,        

             f     , ‘   k,       m          I   v     v d you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
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yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 

c m ,           v                                    ,     k          f        c  f f     m!’ A      

said to h m, ‘S  ,                     m ,                 m              I      f          c             

       , f                             ,           v ;            ,        f     ’” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48  
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

I W    S    M  M k  ’  P       LSB 977 
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Sitting 

SERMON 

Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY     Ps 9:10–12 

Sperent in te Mode III 

They that know Your name will put their trust in You: for You, O Lord, have not forsaken them that seek You. 

Sing praises to the Lord, Who dwells in Zion: He forgets not the cry of the humble. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame 

death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

                                     

  f                                         

        v     k            ,                                 
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

   D’     YE      Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks 

      k           v               c                “  k ,    ; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given for 

you. This do      m m    c   f M  ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

        “D   k  f   ,      f    ; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Th     ,     f               k   ,      m m    c   f M  ” 
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

 

Sitting 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor.  

For further study, see Mt 5:23ff;10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor 11:17–34. 

  

       c  f                                
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COMMUNION     Ps 17:6 

Ego clamavi Mode VIII 

I have called upon You, for You will hear me, O God: turn Your ear to me, and hear my speech. 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623 
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Jesus Sinners Doth Receive LSB 609 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    A   m   v’         m       

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me LSB 756 
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Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 
  

                                                                     

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                                     

                                                                        

    v      k               , f  H       ,                                  
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A Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 202 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 
  

                                     

B                              

                     k               m k  H   f c                        

     c                      f     H   c        c               v       c  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

   ’      C    , I        S   I  LSB 594 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Kyrie, Gott Heiliger Geist, BWV 671 Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 942, st. 3 
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END NOTES 
LSB 756: Text (sts. 4–5) © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002372 

LSB 594: Text © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
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