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Light’s glittering morn bedecks the sky, 

heaven thunders forth its victor cry, 

the glad earth shouts its triumph high, 

and groaning hell makes wild reply: 

While He, the King, the mighty King, 

despoiling death of all its sting, 

and trampling hell by victor’s right 

brings forth His sleeping saints to light. 

Fast barred beneath the stone of late 

in watch and ward where soldiers wait, 

now shining in triumphant state, 

He rises Victor from death’s gate. 

Hell’s pains are loosed, and tears are fled; 

captivity is captive led; 

the Angel, crowned with light, hath said: 

The Lord is risen from the dead. 

To Thee, Who, dead, again dost live, 

all glory, Lord, Thy people give; 

all, glory as is ever meet, 

to Father and to Paraclete. Amen. 

Aurora lucis rutilat 

—St. Ambrose of Milan (c. 340–397) 

tr. John Mason Neale 

 

Of these sheep He truly says: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 

them, and they follow Me, and I give them eternal life.” And earlier He 

says concerning them: “If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and 

will go in and out and find pasture.” He shall go in by faith, and go out 

by sight; from belief to contemplation; and pasture he shall find in the 

everlasting refreshment of the soul. His sheep therefore shall find pas-

ture; for whoever follows Him with a sincere heart is nourished on 

pastures of unfading greenness. … 

So let us seek this pasture where we shall share in the joy of so many 

friends. Let their joyfulness invite us to the feast. We know that if any-

where there should be a market-day, or people gathering together for 

the dedication of a church, for which word has been sent out, we 

would all hurry together to be there, and each in turn would be eager 

to be present for the solemn occasion, and would feel he had suffered a 

great loss if he did not share in this common rejoicing. Here it is the re-

joicing of all the chosen people of heaven, all rejoicing with one an-

other in their coming together, and yet we, lukewarm as we are toward 

that eternal love, having no burning desire for it, do not seek to be pre-

sent at so great a solemnity. We deprive ourselves of everlasting bless-

edness, and we are happy! 

Let us enkindle our soul as a light. Let faith grow fervent in what it has 

believed. Let our desires grow eager for the things of heaven; and thus 

to love is already to go there. Let no adversity turn us away from the 

joy of this inward fulfillment. For when anyone has resolved to go to a 

chosen place, however rough the way, it does not alter his desire. … 

Let the soul therefore long with desire for its heavenly home. Let it 

grasp at nothing in this world; for well we know that it will quickly let 

go. So, if we are truly sheep of the heavenly Shepherd, if we do not lin-

ger attached to the delights of the way, we shall be filled to satisfaction 

when we shall arrive in the eternal pastures. 

—Gregory I of Rome (c. 540–604) 

Sermon for the Third Sunday in Easter 
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PRELUDE 

Christ lag in Todesbanden (2.–3. versetti) Heinrich Scheidemann (c. 1595–1663) 
text and tune: LSB 458 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia LSB 463 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.     1 Jn 1:8–9 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT     Ps 33:1, 5–6 

Misericordias Domini Mode IV 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord, alleluia. 

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 

  

     eace  e   s  ra  o   e  ord L                

     or   e  eace  ro a  o e a d  or o r sa  a  io  e  s  ra  o   e  ord L                

  or   e  eace o    e   o e  or d  or   e  e   ei   o    e    rc o  od a d  or   e   i   o a   

  e  s  ra  o   e  ord L               

  or   is  o    o se a d  or a     o o  er  ere   eir  or s i a d  raise  e  s  ra  o   e  ord  

 L               

    e   sa e co  or  a d de  e d  s  ra cio s  ord        
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CANTICLE     Rev 5:12–13, 19:5–9 LSB 170 

Dignus est Agnus 

 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 
 

P O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful 

people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

  

        is is   e  eas o  ic  o r  or o r  od    e   ia                     

   L                                                                   

                                                                       

                                S                            

                                B                                   

              L                                                       

       L                                                 

   e  ord  e  i   o                  e  s  ra     
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OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34:11–16 

“ or    s says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 

As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 

out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds 

and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and 

will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, 

and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain 

heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich 

pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 

myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 

strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will 

destro      i    eed   e  i  j s ice ” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA     Lk 24:35 

Cognoverunt discipuli Mode III 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ Then was the Lord Jesus known of the disciples in the breaking of the bread, alleluia. 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:21–25 

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 

that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When 

he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrust-

ing himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 

die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like 

sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

COMMON ALLELUIA     Jn 10:14 

Ego sum pastor bonus Mode VIII 

 
 

℣ I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine. 

The congregation repeats the antiphon. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

 

[Jes s said:] “  a    e  ood s e  erd    e  ood s e  erd  a s do    is life for the sheep. He who 

is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and 

cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep 

that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 

  ock  o e s e  erd ” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Ps 23:1–6 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 

Sitting 

SERMON 
  

             L     
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY     Ps 63:1, 4 

Deus, Deus meus Mode II 

O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee: I will lift up my hands in Thy name, alleluia. 
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 176 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this 

day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 

and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

                           L                                            

                                               L                        

                                 L                       

  L                                                  L           

                              

   e  ord  e  i   o                   

 i     o r  ear s                L      

 e  s  i e   a ks  o   e  ord o r  od                                     
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

L RD’S  R  ER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

  a ks  e  roke i  a d  a e i   o   e disci  es a d said: “ ake  ea ; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is 

given for you. This do in re e  ra ce o  Me ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

sa i  : “Dri k o  i   a   o   o ; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do  as o  e  as  o  dri k i   i  re e  ra ce o  Me ” 

  

                 L    L                                        

                                         B                  

                 L                        
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 

 

Sitting 

COMMUNION     Jn 10:14 

Ego sum pastor bonus Mode II 

I am the Good Shepherd, alleluia: and know My sheep, and am known of Mine, alleluia, alleluia. 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe LSB 666 

 

 

 

 
  

    e  eace o    e  ord  e  i    o a  a s        

  L                                                   L      

                                                L     
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Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 

 

 

 

Standing 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 

by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 

  

   L                                                                                   

                                                                              

                                                                      S     

                S                                                        

   e  ord   ess  o  a d kee   o  
  e  ord  ake  is  ace s i e o   o 
     a d  e  racio s  o  o  
  e  ord  ook   o   o   i    a or a d  i e  o  eace 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Shepherd of Tender Youth LSB 864 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 718 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
text and tune: LSB 458 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END NOTES 
Alleluia: Festival Alleluia, James Chepponis (b. 1956). Copyright © 1999 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) 

A division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc., St. Louis, MO.  
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