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“Christ on a Donkey,” in the Augustiner Museum in Freiburg, is one 

of the most moving Christ figures I know. I have sent many post-

cards of it to my friends, and I keep one in my prayer book. 

 

     This afternoon I went to the museum to spend some quiet time 

with this Christus auf Palmesel (Christ on a palmdonkey). This four-

teenth-century sculpture originally comes from Niederrotweil, a 

small town close to Breisnach on the Rhine. It was made to be pulled 

on a cart in the Palm Sunday procession. In 1900 it was sold to the 

Augustiner Museum, where it now stands in the center of the first 

exposition hall. 

 

     Christ’s long, slender race witht the high forehead, inward-look-

ing eyes, long hair, and a small forked beard expresses the mystery 

of His suffering in a way that holds me spellbound. As He rides into 

Jerusalem surrounded by people shouting “hosanna,” “cutting 

branches from the trees and spreading them in His path” (Mt 21:8), 

Jesus appears completely concentrated on something else. He does 

not look at the excited crowd. He does not wave. He sees beyond the 

noise and movement to what is ahead of Him: an agonizing journey 

of betrayal, torture, crucifixion, and death. His unfocused eyes can 

see what nobody around Him can see; His high forehead reflects a 

knowledge of things to come far beyond anyone’s understanding. 

 

     There is a melancholy, but also a peaceful acceptance. There is 

insight into the fickleness of the human heart, and also immense 

compassion. Thre is a deep awareness of the unspeakable pain to be 

suffered, but also a strong determination to do God’s will. Above all, 

there is love, an enedless, deep, and far-reaching love born from an 

unbreakable intimacy with God and reaching out to all people, 

wherever they are, were, or will be. There is nothing that He does 

not fully know. There is nobody whom He does not fully love. 

(over) 

      

 

Glory to You, Friend of us all! 

Glory to You, O merciful Lord! 

Glory to You, long-suffering God! 

Glory to You, who takes away all sins! 

Glory to You, who came to save us! 

Glory to You, who became flesh in the womb of 

the virgin! 

Glory to You, bound in cords! 

Glory to You, whipped and scourged! 

Glory to You, mocked and derided! 

Glory to You, buried and risen! 

Glory to You, proclaimed to all humankind 

who believe in You! 

Glory to You, ascended to heaven! 

 

St. Ephrem of Syria 
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Every time I look at this Christ on the donkey, I am reminded again that I am seen by Him with all my 

sins, guilt, and shame and loved with all His forgiveness, mercy and compassion. Just being with Him in 

the Augustiner Museum is a prayer. I look and look and look, and I know that He sees the depths of my 

heart; I do not have to be afraid. 

Henri Nouwen 

Jesus: A Gospel, P. 81-82 

T   T   T 

The Procession of Palms 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your 

dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King 

and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow 

Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Matthew 21:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent 

two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you 

shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, 

 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and 

put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him 

and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  
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P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor LSB 442 

 

 

 

 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 

COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our 

flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great 

humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sitting 
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OLD TESTAMENT Zechariah 9:9–12 

 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL     Ps 73:23–24, 1–3 

Quam bonus Israel Deus Mode IV 

Thou hast holden me by my right hand: 

Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel and afterward receive me to glory. 

℣ Truly, God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart: 

but as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; for I was grieved at the ungodly. 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:5–11 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the 

form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

TRACT     Ps 22:1, 6, 11, 19, 22, 31 

Deus, Deus meus Mode II 

My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? 

Why art Thou so far from helping Me: and from the words of My roaring? 

℣ I am a worm and no man: a reproach of men and despised of the people. 

℣ Be not Thou far from Me, O Lord: O My Strength, haste Thee to help Me. 

℣ I will declare Thy name unto My brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee. 

℣ They shall come and declare His righteousness unto a people that shall be born: that He hath done this.  
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COMMON TRACT     Joel 2:13 LSB 173 

 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST Matthew 26:1—27:66 

L The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, “You know that after two days 

the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose 

name was Caiaphas, and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. But they said, 

“Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 

Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to him with an 

alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. And 

when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For this could have been 

sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you 

trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, 

but you will not always have me. In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me 

for burial. Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 

done will also be told in memory of her.” 

Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What 

will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from 

that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you 

have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to 

him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 

And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, 

I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one 

after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will 

betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” Judas, who would betray 

him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 

drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, 

“You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the 

sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter 

answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.”  

     Re turn to the Lord, your  od, for  e is gra cious and mer ci ful, slow to an ger, 

      and a bound ing in stead fast love, and a bound ing in stead fast love.
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Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me 

three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the 

disciples said the same. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, 

while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to 

be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain 

here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, 

if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” And he came to 

the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one 

hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 

is weak.” Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless 

I drink it, your will be done.” And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 

So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. Then 

he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, 

and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at 

hand.” 

While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords 

and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 

saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “ reet 

ings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they 

came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who were with Jesus 

stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 

Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by 

the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 

twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” At that 

hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to 

capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But all this has taken 

place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high 

priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found 

none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This man said, 

‘I am able to destroy the temple of  od, and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high priest stood 

up and said, “ ave you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But 

Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you 

are the Christ, the Son of  od.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you 

will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then 

the high priest tore his robes and said, “ e has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we 

need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered, “ e deserves 

death.” Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, 

you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You 

also were with Jesus the  alilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what 

you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the 

bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not 

know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are 

one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, 

“I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of 

Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
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When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to 

put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor. 

Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought 

back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing down the pieces 

of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the 

pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So 

they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. Therefore that 

field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the 

prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price 

had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed 

me.” 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 

gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against 

you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom 

they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate 

said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 

For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the 

judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “ ave nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have 

suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do 

you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall 

I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why, 

what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water 

and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it your 

selves.” And all the people answered, “ is blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released 

for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered 

the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting 

together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before 

him, they mocked him, saying, “ ail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and 

struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own 

clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry 

his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered 

him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had 

crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept 

watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the 

temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “ e saved others; 

he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we 

will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I 

am the Son of  od.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 

Standing 
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Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the 

ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is 

calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on 

a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 

save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, 

and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen 

asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and 

appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw 

the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of 

 od!” 

There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from 

Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a dis-

ciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to 

him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, 

which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 

Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three 

days I will rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples 

go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘ e has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be 

worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers.  o, make it as secure as 

you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

 the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

 maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

  and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

 the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

 begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

 God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

 very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

 begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

 being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

 by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

 who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

  came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

 and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

 He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

  and ascended into heaven     Mk 16:19; Acts 1:9 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

 And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

  to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

 whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

 who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

 and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

 Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 

 8:00 OFFERTORY     Ps 69:20–21 

Improperium expectavit Mode VIII 

Reproach hath broken My heart, and I am full of heaviness: 

and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none. 

They gave me also gall for My meat: and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink. 
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 11:00 OFFERTORY ARIA 

Was hast du verwirket, SWV 307 Heinrich Schütz (1585–1672) 

Was hast du verwirket, o du allerholdseligster Knab,  

 Jesu Christe, daß du also verurteilt warest? 

Was hast du begangen, o du allerfreundlichster Jüngling,  

 daß man so übel und kläglich mit dir gehandelt? 

Was ist doch dein Verbrechen und Misshandlung? 

Was ist deine Schuld, was ist die Ursach deines Todes? 

Was ist doch die Verwirkung deiner Verdammnis? 

O, ich bin die Ursach und Plage deines Leidens, 

 ich bin die Verschuldung deines Hinrichtens, 

 ich bin das Verdienst deines Todes,  

 das todwürdige Laster, so an dir gerochen worden. 

Ich bin die Öffnung der Wunden deines Leidens,  

 die Angst deiner Peinigung. 

Ach, wohin, du Sohn Gottes,  

 hat sich deine Demuth geniedriget? 

What hast Thou done, O Thou fairest Child,  

 Jesus Christ, that You were condemned so? 

What hast Thou perpetrated, O Thou sweetest Youth, 

 that man would handle Thee so evilly and miserably? 

What yet is Thy crime and abuse? 

What is Thy guilt, what is the cause of Thy death? 

What yet are the grounds for Thy damnation? 

O, I am the cause and curse of Thy suffering, 

 I am to blame for Thy execution, 

 I am the merit for Thy death, 

 the deadly vice that has been cast upon Thee. 

I am the opening of Thy sorrow’s wounds, 

 the pain of Thy torment. 

Ah, whither, Thou Son of God,  

 hast Thou lowered Thyself? 

Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

      What shall I ren der to the Lord for all  is ben e fits to me? I will of fer the sac ri 

    fice of thanks giv ing and will call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal

  va tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the

  Lord now in the pres ence of all  is peo ple, in the courts of the Lord s house,

   in the midst of you,  Je ru sa lem.

 The Lord be with you. And al so with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give  im thanks and praise.  
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the 

salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again 

and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be 

overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

L RD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

    o ly, ho ly, ho ly Lord, Lord  od of pow r and might:  eav n and earth are 

     full of Your glo ry.  o san na in the high est. Bless ed is  e who comes

   in the name of the Lord.  o san na in the high est.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 

 

 8:00 COMMUNION     Mt 26:42 

Pater si non potest Mode VIII 

O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done. 

 11:00 COMMUNION MOTET     Is 53:3; 50:6 

He Was Despised George Frideric Handel (1685–1759) 

He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

He gave His back to the smiters, and His cheeks to them that plucked off His hair:  

He hid not His face from shame and spitting. 

  

  The peace of the Lord be with you al ways. A men.  

  Lamb of  od, You take a way the sin of the world; have mer cy on us. Lamb of 

   od, You take a way the sin of the world; have mer cy on us. Lamb of

  od, You take a way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN 

No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet LSB 444 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

The Gloria Patri is not sung in Passiontide. 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy 

Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 

pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 

 

  

 The Lord bless you and keep you .
The Lord make  is face shine on you
     and be gracious to you .
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

A men.  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB 967 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Fugue in e, BWV 533/2 Johann Sebastian Bach 

Lent is a special time for meditation on the Word of God and for personal reflection and prayer. 

Here at First Lutheran, we’d like to cultivate an environment that aids the Christian in this. For this reason, 

we are taking a hiatus from the extra dismissal that has occurred after the postlude. Time for meditation and 

prayer can be hard to come by, and we want people to get all they can. Like a baseball game, it takes as long as 

it takes; and we don’t want to rush folks along. Our gracious God sends you off in peace to serve Him and 

your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Hopkins 
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END NOTES 
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