
Laetare 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14, 2021 
  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast 

away the works of darkness and put on 

the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life, in which Your Son Je-

sus Christ came to us in great humil-

ity; so that on the last day, when He 

shall come again in glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we 

may rise to the life immortal, through 

Him Who is alive and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Thomas Cranmer 

in For All the Saints 

Whenever we do anything merely because we have to, by compulsion, we 

are not acting as free sons and daughters of the kingdom. If we pay taxes 

because we will go to jail if we don’t, we act as slaves and not as God’s 

free children, not as Peter and Jesus did when they paid their taxes to-

gether. The motive of Christian action is not force but love. We live from 

the Gospel, not from the Law. Christ never gets behind His friends with a 

sword or a whip. He gets inside them with His love, a love that makes us 

free to want and achieve what God wants and plans. Therefore, Jesus 

goes to Gethsemane and moves toward the cross, not at the point of a 

sword, but moved by love of God and love of us. “Willingly all this I suf-

fer.” Love alone wins any worthwhile victory, and to do this it must be 

willing to forego force and to suffer. When a man strikes you with his fist 

or with his tongue and you strike back, you have been defeated by him. 

His enmity has won the engagement, and enmity is double. If he strikes 

you and you do not retaliate, then enmity remains single and a little dis-

comforted. By refusing to be made into his enemy, you have taken the 

first step toward love’s victory of cleansing his heart of malice and mak-

ing him your friend. Thus sin that sets us against each other is overcome. 

Only love can overcome sin, though it often means suffering long. The 

overcoming of sin that divided us from God cost Calvary. Because it was 

love’s victory, it achieved the true victory, not merely one of external ap-

pearances, which is the best force can do. At times there is nothing left to 

us but the use of force. But when we use force, it is an acknowledgement 

of the failure of love. Only when love has exhausted its possibilities do we 

reluctantly resort to force. To protect against things getting worse, it can 

be a necessary but negative achievement. Positive good is the work of 

love. All our good hangs on Jesus going on to Calvary. Does no sword 

spell defeat? Through Lent we follow along with Jesus, His way, to be our 

Savior. But are we following ever closer or slipping from His way to 

something more reliable? 

 

Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel 

“Sermon for the Fourth Sunday in Lent, 1957,” 

Selected Sermons of Norman Nagel 
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PRELUDE 

Fantasia sopra Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 713 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
text and tune: LSB 743 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered LSB 612 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION     1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.     1 Jn 1:8–9 
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Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT Ps 122:1; antiphon: Is 66:10 

Laetare Jerusalem Mode V 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her: all ye that love her. 

Rejoice for joy with her: all ye that mourn for her. 

℣ I was glad when they said unto me: Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 

  

     ea e  et    ra t t e L r  L                

      r t e  ea e  r  a    e a     r   r  a  a t    et    ra t t e L r  L                

   r t e  ea e    t e     e   r     r t e  e   e       t e    r        a     r t e    t   a   

  et    ra t t e L r  L               

   r t             e a     r a          er  ere t e r   r     a   ra  e  et    ra t t e L r   

 L               

    e    a e      rt a    e  e      ra      L r         
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The Gloria in excelsis is not sung in Lent. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 
 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve 

only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. 

Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, 

and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 16:2–21 

And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wil-

 er e    a   t e  e   e      rae   a   t  t e   “W     t at  e  a    e     t e  a      t e L r     t e 

land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into 

this wilderness to kill this whole assembly wit      er ” 

T e  t e L r   a   t  M  e   “Be        a  a   t t  ra    rea   r    ea e    r      a   t e  e   e 

  a        t a    at er a  a ’    rt    e er   a   t at    a  te t t e     et er t e        a k       

law or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 

 at er  a    ” S  M  e  a   Aar    a   t  a   t e  e   e      rae   “At e e           a   k    t at  t 

was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of 

the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble 

a a   t   ?” A   M  e   a    “W e  t e L r     e         t e e e      eat t  eat a      t e   r     

bread to the full, because the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are 

 e? Y  r  r             t a a   t      t a a   t t e L r  ” 

T e  M  e   a   t  Aar    “Sa  t  t e     e     re at       t e  e   e      rae   ‘   e  ear 

 e  re t e L r     r  e  a   ear     r  r        ’” A   as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congre-

gation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord 

a  eare     t e        A   t e L r   a   t  M  e   “   a e  ear  t e  r           t e  e   e      rae   

Say to the   ‘At t      t       a   eat  eat  a      t e   r           a    e     e    t   rea   T e  

      a   k    t at   a  t e L r     r     ’” 

In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. 

And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as 

 r  t    t e  r      W e  t e  e   e      rae   a   t  t e   a   t    e a  t er  “W at     t?”   r t e  

      t k      at  t  a   A   M  e   a   t  t e   “ t    t e  rea  t at the Lord has given you to eat. 

T         at t e L r   a      a  e : ‘ at er     t  ea     e         a       a   e  a  eat  Y     a   

ea   take a    er  a   r     t  t e     er    t e  er     t at ea           a         te t ’” A   t e 

people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less. But when they measured it with an omer, 

whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them 

 at ere  a       a   e       eat  A   M  e   a   t  t e   “Let      e  ea e any of it over till the 

  r     ” B t t e        t    te  t  M  e   S  e  e t  art     t t    t e   r      a    t  re    r   a   

 T e L r  e   t                    Let    ra     

       



5 

stank. And Moses was angry with them. Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he 

could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Ps 122:1, 7 

Laetatus sum Mode VII 

I was glad when they said unto me: Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

℣ Peace be within thy walls: and prosperity within thy palaces. 

EPISTLE Galatians 4:21–31 

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? For it is written that 

Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the son of the slave was 

born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. Now this may 

be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children 

for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusa-

lem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For 

it is written, 

 “Rej   e  O  arre    e       e    t  ear; 

 break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 

 t a  t   e    t e   e      a  a     a   ” 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who was born 

according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But what 

  e  t e S r  t re  a ? “ a t   t t e   a e    a  a    er        r t e        t e   a e    a    a   

  t    er t   t  t e        t e  ree    a  ” S    r t er    e are   t      re     t e   a e   t    t e 

free woman. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

TRACT Ps 125:1–2 

Qui confidunt in Domino Mode VIII 

They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion: which cannot be removed, but abideth forever. 

℣ As the mountains are round about Jerusalem:  

so the Lord is round about His people from henceforth ever forever. 

COMMON TRACT     Joel 2:13 LSB 173 

  

                L                                                    
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HOLY GOSPEL John 6:1–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

 

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And 

a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. Jesus went 

up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, 

was at hand. Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said 

t  P       “W ere are  e t       rea      t at t e e  e   e  a  eat?”  e  a   t    t  te t        r  e 

    e   k e    at  e           P      a   ere       “T       re   e ar           t     e      

 rea    r ea      t e  t   et a   tt e ” O e               e   A  re   S     Peter’   r t er   a   t       

“T ere    a      ere      a     e  ar e    a e  a   t           t   at are t e    r     a  ?” Je    

 a    “ a e t e  e   e   t      ” N   t ere  a        ra      t e   a e  S  t e  e   at       a   t 

five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them 

to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had eaten their fill, 

 e t               e   “ at er    t e  e t  er  ra  e t   t at   t      a   e    t ” S  t e   at ere  

them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had 

eate   W e  t e  e   e  a  t e      t at  e  a     e  t e   a    “T          ee  t e Pr   et        t  

   e   t  t e   r  !” 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus with-

drew again to the mountain by himself. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Jesus, Priceless Treasure LSB 743 

 

 

 

             L     

                     



7 

 

 
 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O  r  e a      ’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea    ate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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Sitting 

 8:00 OFFERTORY Ps 135:3, 6 

Laudate Dominum Mode II 

Praise the Lord; for the Lord is good: sing praises unto His name; for it is pleasant. 

Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth. 

 11:00 OFFERTORY MOTET 

Ecce sacrum paratum convivium Claudio Monteverdi (1567–1643) 

Ecce sacrum paratum convivium,  

quid miramini? 

Mundate corda vestra, festinate, accubate, comedite! 

Sumenda vobis proponitur  

ipsamet mundi salus et hostia. 

Ille vos invitat, ille qui cibus vobis factus est; 

ille cum vobis accubat ad epulas, 

ille qui se nobis edendum totum parat. 

O dapes amatas, concupiscenti animo flagitatas, 

o indices amoris,  

quid, ah, quid huic amori tuo possim referre,  

o dulcissime? 

O dulcissime Jesu, habe meum cor  

quod tibi nunc dicatum tibi saepius dicabo. 

Behold, the sacred banquet is ready,  

at what do you marvel? 

Purify your hearts, hurry, leave all behind, and eat! 

Come forth and take  

of the world’s very Salvation and Victim. 

He invites you, He Who is become your bread; 

He Who with you reclines to the feast, 

He Who has made all this Food ready for you. 

O blessed repast, most desired by the soul, 

O testimony of love, 

what, ah, what can I repay for this Thy love,  

O sweetest Jesus? 

O sweetest Jesus, have my heart, 

which I now consecrate to Thee. 

Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 

 
  

                           L                                            

                                               L                        

                                 L                       

  L                                                  L           
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the 

assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 

prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 T e L r  e   t                      

L  t      r  eart                 L      

Let      e t a k t t e L r   r                                         

                 L    L                                        

                                         B                  

                 L                        
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L  D’S     E      Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

t a k   e  r ke  t a    a e  t t  t e        e  a    a  : “Take  eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is 

   e    r      T          re e  ra  e    Me ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

 a    : “Dr  k     t  a         ; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembra  e    Me ” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 

 
  

  T e  ea e    t e L r   e   t     a  a          

  L                                                   L      

                                                L     
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 8:00 COMMUNION Ps 122:3–4 

Jerusalem quae Mode IV 

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: 

whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, to give thanks unto Thy name, O Lord. 

 11:00 COMMUNION MOTET 

O mysterium ineffabile Jean-François Lalouette (1651–1728) 

O mysterium ineffabile! 

O caritatis sacramentum admirabile! 

O bonitatis prodigium! 

O pietatis miraculum! 

O amor! O pietas! 

O epularum jucunditas! 

O convivarum felicitas! 

O ineffable mystery! 

O wondrous sacrament of love! 

O prodigious goodness! 

O miraculous compassion! 

O love! O piety! 

O delightful repast! 

O blessed banquet! 

COMMUNION HYMN 

O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy 

S   er    Y  r S  ’       a          Kee       r     t e tr e  a t  t r      t   r  a      

pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 

 

  

   L                                                                                   

                                                                              

                                                                      S     

                S                                                        

 T e L r    e       a   kee      
T e L r   ake      a e     e       
     a    e  ra      t      
T e L r     k            t   a  r a     e     ea e 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

T r     Je   ’ Blood and Merit LSB 746 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 1105 Johann Sebastian Bach 
text and tune: LSB 743 

Lent is a special time for meditation on the Word of God and for personal reflection and prayer. 

Here at First Lutheran, we’d like to cultivate an environment that aids the Christian in this. For this reason, 

we are taking a hiatus from the extra dismissal that has occurred after the postlude. Time for meditation and 

prayer can be hard to come by, and we want people to get all they can. Like a baseball game, it takes as long as 

it takes; and we don’t want to rush folks along. Our gracious God sends you off in peace to serve Him and 

your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Hopkins 
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END NOTES 
LSB 612: Text © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110002372. Tune © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
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