
  

  

  

  

  

 

Absalom’s Rebellion 

Vespers for the Wednesday of Oculi 

March 10, 2021 

Standing 

HYMN 

O Gladsome Light, O Grace LSB 888 

 

 

 

INVITATORY     Ps 51:15; Ps 70:1 LSB 219 
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Sitting 

PSALM 41 antiphon: v. 4 

Beatus qui 

Antiphon: O Lord, be gracious to me: heal me, for I have sinned against you. 

L Blessèd is the one who consid- | ers the poor!* 

 In the day of trouble the Lord de- | livers him; 

C the Lord protects him and keeps him alive; he is called blessèd | in the land;* 

 you do not give him up to the will of his | enemies. 

L The Lord sustains him on his | sickbed;* 

 in his illness you restore him to | full health. 

C As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gra- | cious to me;* 

 heal me, for I have sinned a- | gainst you!” 

L My enemies say of me in | malice,* 

 “When will he die and his name | perish?” 

C And when one comes to see me, he utters empty words,  

 while his heart gathers in- | iquity;* 

 when he goes out, he tells | it abroad. 

L All who hate me whisper together a- | bout me;* 

 they imagine the | worst for me. 

C They say, “A deadly thing is poured | out on him;* 

 he will not rise again from | where he lies.” 

L Even my close friend in whom I | trusted,* 

 who ate my bread, has lifted his heel a- | gainst me. 

C But you, O Lord, be gra- | cious to me,* 

 and raise me up, that I may re- | pay them! 

L By this I know that you de- | light in me:* 

 my enemy will not shout in triumph | over me. 

C But you have upheld me because of my in- | tegrity,* 

 and set me in your presence for- | ever. 

L Blessèd be the Lord, the God of | Israel,* 

 from everlasting to everlasting! Amen and | Amen. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 
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as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The antiphon is repeated 

P Let us pray. 

O everlasting God, who forgives and passes over our sins, and in whose promise to show 

mercy to the needy we put all our hope of escaping the evil day, have compassion, we pray 

You, on our sorrows; so that while You gently conceal our casual faults, You may graciously 

give us the pardon of our souls; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

PSALM 61 antiphon: v. 7 

Exaudi Deus 

Antiphon: Our king will be enthroned forever before God. 

L Hear my cry, | O God,* 

 listen | to my prayer; 

C from the end of the earth I call to you when my | heart is faint.* 

 Lead me to the rock that is high- | er than I, 

L for you have been my | refuge,* 

 a strong tower against the | enemy. 

C Let me dwell in your tent for- | ever!* 

 Let me take refuge under the shelter | of your wings! 

L For you, O God, have | heard my vows;* 

 you have given me the heritage of those who | fear your name. 

C Prolong the life | of the king;* 

 may his years endure to all gener- | ations! 

L May he be enthroned forever be- | fore God;* 

 appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch | over him! 

C So will I ever sing praises | to your name,* 

 as I perform my vows day | after day. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The antiphon is repeated. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, vouchsafe to grant us that, conformed to Your glory and delivered from the 

corruption of the second death, we may sing to Your name in the performance of our spiritual 

vows; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LESSON 2 Samuel 14:25—15:37 

Now in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised for his handsome appearance as 

Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. And 

when he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; when it was 

heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred shekels by the king’s 

weight. There were born to Absalom three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamar. 

She was a beautiful woman. 

So Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without coming into the king’s presence. 

Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but Joab would not come to him. And he 

sent a second time, but Joab would not come. Then he said to his servants, “See, Joab’s field 

is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire.” So Absalom’s servants set the 

field on fire. Then Joab arose and went to Absalom at his house and said to him, “Why have 

your servants set my field on fire?” Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, I sent word to you, 

‘Come here, that I may send you to the king, to ask, “Why have I come from Geshur? It would 

be better for me to be there still.” Now therefore let me go into the presence of the king, and if 

there is guilt in me, let him put me to death.’” Then Joab went to the king and told him, and he 

summoned Absalom. So he came to the king and bowed himself on his face to the ground 

before the king, and the king kissed Absalom. 

After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And 

Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a 

dispute to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what 

city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” Absalom 

would say to him, “See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by the 

king to hear you.” Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every 

man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” And whenever 

a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and 

kiss him. Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 

stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

And at the end of four years Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go and pay my vow, 

which I have vowed to the Lord, in Hebron. For your servant vowed a vow while I lived at 

Geshur in Aram, saying, ‘If the Lord will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will offer 

worship to the Lord.’” The king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron. 

But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as 

you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom is king at Hebron!’” With Absalom 

went two hundred men from Jerusalem who were invited guests, and they went in their inno-

cence and knew nothing. And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for Ahitho-

phel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, and 

the people with Absalom kept increasing. 

And a messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel have gone after 

Absalom.” Then David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let 

us flee, or else there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Go quickly, lest he overtake us 

quickly and bring down ruin on us and strike the city with the edge of the sword.” And the 

king’s servants said to the king, “Behold, your servants are ready to do whatever my lord the 

king decides.” So the king went out, and all his household after him. And the king left ten 

concubines to keep the house. And the king went out, and all the people after him. And they 

halted at the last house. 
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And all his servants passed by him, and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all 

the six hundred Gittites who had followed him from Gath, passed on before the king. Then the 

king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why do you also go with us? Go back and stay with the king, for 

you are a foreigner and also an exile from your home. You came only yesterday, and shall I 

today make you wander about with us, since I go I know not where? Go back and take your 

brothers with you, and may the Lord show steadfast love and faithfulness to you.” But Ittai 

answered the king, “As the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my lord the 

king shall be, whether for death or for life, there also will your servant be.” And David said to 

Ittai, “Go then, pass on.” So Ittai the Gittite passed on with all his men and all the little ones 

who were with him. And all the land wept aloud as all the people passed by, and the king 

crossed the brook Kidron, and all the people passed on toward the wilderness. 

And Abiathar came up, and behold, Zadok came also with all the Levites, bearing the ark 

of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God until the people had all passed out 

of the city. Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor 

in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me back and let me see both it and his dwelling place. 

But if he says, ‘I have no pleasure in you,’ behold, here I am, let him do to me what seems 

good to him.” The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are you not a seer? Go back to the city 

in peace, with your two sons, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. See, I will 

wait at the fords of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.” So Zadok and 

Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and they remained there. 

But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went, barefoot and 

with his head covered. And all the people who were with him covered their heads, and they 

went up, weeping as they went. And it was told David, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators 

with Absalom.” And David said, “O Lord, please turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolish-

ness.” 

While David was coming to the summit, where God was worshiped, behold, Hushai the 

Archite came to meet him with his coat torn and dirt on his head. David said to him, “If you 

go on with me, you will be a burden to me. But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, ‘I 

will be your servant, O king; as I have been your father’s servant in time past, so now I will be 

your servant,’ then you will defeat for me the counsel of Ahithophel. Are not Zadok and Abi-

athar the priests with you there? So whatever you hear from the king’s house, tell it to Zadok 

and Abiathar the priests. Behold, their two sons are with them there, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, 

and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son, and by them you shall send to me everything you hear.” So 

Hushai, David’s friend, came into the city, just as Absalom was entering Jerusalem. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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OFFICE HYMN 

O God, Forsake Me Not LSB 731 
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LESSON 2 Samuel 16:15–23 

Now Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel 

with him. And when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, came to Absalom, Hushai said to 

Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the king!” And Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your 

loyalty to your friend? Why did you not go with your friend?” And Hushai said to Absalom, 

“No, for whom the Lord and this people and all the men of Israel have chosen, his I will be, 

and with him I will remain. And again, whom should I serve? Should it not be his son? As I 

have served your father, so I will serve you.” 

Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your counsel. What shall we do?” Ahithophel 

said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines, whom he has left to keep the house, and 

all Israel will hear that you have made yourself a stench to your father, and the hands of all 

who are with you will be strengthened.” So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof. And 

Absalom went in to his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel. Now in those days the 

counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the word of God; so was all the counsel 

of Ahithophel esteemed, both by David and by Absalom. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORY     Jn 1:14, 1 

 

 

SERMON 

Standing 
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MAGNIFICAT     Lk 1:46–55 LSB 231 

Antiphon: 
A certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and cried: Blessed is the womb that bare Thee.  

But Jesus answered, Yea rather, blessed are they: that hear the word of God, and keep it. 
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Kneeling 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47 LSB 227 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COLLECTS 

 

 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 

fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



10 

 
 

P O Lord, favorably receive the prayers of Your Church, that, being delivered from all 

adversity and error, it may serve You in safety and freedom; and grant us Your peace in our 

time; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Standing 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 228 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION     2 Cor 13:14 
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HYMN 

Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain LSB 435 
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