
 
Sexagesima 

February 7, 2021 
  

Almighty God,  
give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness  
and put upon ourselves the armor 
of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which Your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility, 
that in the last day,  
when He shall come again in 
glory to judge both the living and 
the dead,  
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

The Lord delights in giving out good things — ordinary, every-
day things, and things far beyond the ordinary. It has always 
been that way. When He created the world, God was so pleased 
with it that He couldn't keep it for Himself and simply had to 
share it with some who would delight in it with Him. And there 
is always more — more than we could ever imagine. […]  
 
Half a dozen different birds would surely be enough, perhaps a 
dozen kinds of fish. But no, we have some of the craziest looking 
fish. Some from deep down in the darkest depths of the sea we 
have only recently got pictures of. Only the Lord knew they 
were there all this time, but now we have cameras that can take 
pictures of them and we can wonder at them.  “Why on earth 
did God make something like that?” 
 
Why on earth did the Lord make something like you? There is 
only one like you — ever has been, ever will be. The Lord multi-
plies His delight. He doesn't have the same delight in any hun-
dred of the same. He has a different delight in each unique one 
of us, and He invites us into delighting with Him in each one.  
 
But we are bent in on ourselves; we are what first engages our 
attention. There is no delight in that. That is the opposite of what 
we are created for, so we rebel against that fact as evidence by 
our envious complaints: “Why does he have a quicker brain than 
I do?” Why am I so fat? Just look at her lovely, wispy figure.” 
“Why should I have to get on now with one lung?” “Why can’t I 
be like those beautiful people? rich people? aerobic people?” 
Even if people get what they envy others for, they are even more 
miserable because it didn’t make them happy the way they 
thought it would. Measuring ourselves against others is the op-
posite of our delighting in what a unique mixture of things each 
one of us is.  

Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel 
Selected Sermons of Norman Nagel, p. 161-162 
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PRELUDE 
Nun lob mein Seel den Herren, BuxWV 214/1–3 Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637–1707) 
 text and tune: LSB 820 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 
Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Preach You the Word LSB 586 

 

 

 
 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 
    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 
    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
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INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Fa-
ther, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Ps 124:8 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT Mode I 
Exsurge quare obdormis Ps 44:23–26; antiphon: Ps 44:1 

Awake, why sleepest Thou, O Lord? Arise, cast us not off forever. 
Wherefore hidest Thou Thy face: and forgettest our affliction? 
Our soul is bowed down to the dust: arise for our help and redeem us.  

℣ We have heard with our ears, O God: our fathers have told us what work Thou didst in their days. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 

- - - - - -Lord, have mer cy up on us. Christ, have mer cy up on us. Lord, have mer cy up on us.C

Glory be to God on high:P

- -and on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor ship Thee,C

-we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’n ly King,

- - -God the Fa ther Al mighty. O Lord, the only–begotten Son, Je sus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world,

- -have mercy up on us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re ceive our prayer.
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we 
may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sitting 

  

-Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up on us.

-For Thou only art holy; Thou on ly art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the

- -Ho ly Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. A men.

The Lord be with you.P -And with thy spir it.C Let us pray.P

-A men.C
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OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:10–13 
 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Mode I 
Sciant gentes Ps 83:18, 13 

Let the nations know that Thy name is God: Thou alone art the Most High over all the earth. 

℣ O my God, make them like a wheel: and like chaff before the wind. 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 11:19—12:9 
For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! For you bear it if someone makes 

slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or strikes you in the 
face. To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! 

But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast 
of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abra-
ham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—
with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 
Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten 
with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at 
sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 
people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 
from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, 
often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pres-
sure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made 
to fall, and I am not indignant? 

If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of 
the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. At Damascus, the governor 
under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down 
in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands. 
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I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions 
and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to 
the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I 
know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know, God knows— and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On 
behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 
Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But 
I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. So 
to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was 
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

TRACT Mode VIII 
Commovisti Domine Ps 60:2, 5 

Thou, O Lord, hast made the earth to tremble and hast broken it:  
heal the breaches thereof, for it shaketh. 

℣ That Thy beloved may be delivered: save with Thy right hand. 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 8:4–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 

 

When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to [Jesus], he 
said in a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the 
path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the 
rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew and 
yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 

And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it has been 
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that 
‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ Now the parable is this: The 
seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 
have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell 

-Glo ry be to Thee, O Lord.C
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among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the 
cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good 
soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear 
fruit with patience.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

	

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 
and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 
begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 
by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 
who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 
came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 
and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 
Amen.     Ps 106:48  

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.C
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
May God Bestow on Us His Grace LSB 823 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY MOTET 
Was ist mir doch das Rühmen nütze, TWV 1:1521/1 Georg Philipp Telemann (1681–1767) 

Was ist mir doch das Rühmen nütze? 
Bloß meiner Schwachheit rühm’ ich mich. 

Weg, eitler Stolz auf Ruhm und Werke! 
Der Mensch ist schwach, bei aller Stärke, 
und durch die Schwachheit stärkt er sich. 

What is there that I may gain from boasting? 
I boast merely in my weakness. 

Away, vain pride of fame and works! 
All the strength of man is but weakness, 
and through his weakness he strengthens himself. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

- - - -Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re new a right spir it with in me. Cast meC

- - - - - -not a way from Thy pres ence, and take not Thy Ho ly Spir it from me. Re store un to

- - - - -me the joy of Thy sal va tion, and up hold me with Thy free spir it. A men.
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 
this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 
of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
  

The Lord be with you.P -And with thy spir it.C

Lift up your hearts.P -We lift them up un to the Lord.C

-Let us give thanks un to the Lord, our God.P It is meet and right so to do.C
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had 
given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T 
BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it 
to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of Me.” 

  

- - - - -Ho ly, ho ly, ho ly Lord God of Sab a oth; heav’n and earth are full of ThyC

- - - - - - - - - -glo ry. Ho san na, ho san na, ho san na in the high est. Bless ed is He, bless ed is He,

- - - - - - -blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Ho san na, ho san na, ho san na in the high est.
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

  

-The peace of the Lord be with you al ways.P -A men.C

- - - -O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak est a way the sin of the world, have mer cy upC

- - -on us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak est a way the sin of the world,

- - - -have mer cy up on us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak est a way the

-sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. A men.
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COMMUNION MOTET 
Wer bist du—Gottes Kraft erhebt die Schwachen, TWV 1:1521/2–3 Georg Philipp Telemann 

Wer bist du, Mensch? 
Und was sind deine Gaben, 
die wir zudem nicht eigentümlich haben, 
und die der Herr uns mehr geliehen, als gegeben? 
Willt du dich deren überheben? 
Soll dich ein anderer Mensch mehr preisen, 
mehr erhöhen, als man doch von dir höret, 
und als wir an die sehen? 
Nur Schwachheit fühlst du ja so inn, als ausserlich, 
und dieser rühme dich! 
Wirft sich vor Gott die Demut nieder; 
ach seine Huld erhebt sie wieder; 
erhebe du nur auch dich selber nicht! 
Bleib immer schwach und klein! 
So wirst du stark und groß in Gottes Augen sein. 
Er wird den Mangel selbst zu deinem Vorteil fügen. 
Und hör, wie weisslich, liebreich, prächtig  
er zu dir spricht: 
Laß dir an meiner Gnader gnügen! 
Denn meine Kraft ist in den Schwachen mächtig. 

Gottes Kraft erhebt die Schwachen, 
da sie Starke kraftlos macht. 

Mensch, dir will allein geziemen, 
deiner Schwachheit dich zu rühmen; 
sonst wirst du der ewigen Pracht 
dich mit Spott verlustig machen. 

Who are you, man? 
And what are your gifts, 
which do not belong especially to us, 
and which the Lord not just lent us, but gave us? 
Will you exalt therein? 
Shall another man praise you more, 
or uplift you, so you should be heard of, 
and so we should then look upon them? 
But feel only weakness inside you, as though external,  
and therein should you boast. 
Cast down your humility upon God; 
His grace shall strengthen you again; 
do not try to strengthen yourself. 
Remain always weak and small. 
Thus will you be strong and great in God’s eyes. 
He will place your deficiencies at your advantage. 
And hear how wisely, lovely, magnificently  
He speaks to you: 
Be satisfied with My grace. 
For My strength is mighty in weakness. 

God’s power strengthens the weak, 
that they might make the strong powerless. 

Man, it will befit you 
to boast alone in your own weakness; 
lest you forefit with ridicule  
eternal splendor for yourself. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 
  

- - -Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de part in peace ac cord ing to Thy word,C

- -for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast pre pared be fore the face of all people,

- - - - - -a light to light en the Gen tiles and the glo ry of Thy peo ple Is ra el.

- -Glo ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho ly Ghost;

- - -as it was in the beginning, is now, and ev er shall be, world with out end. A men.
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THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 202 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,A - -And His mercy endureth for ev er.C

The Lord be with you.P -And with thy spir it.C

Bless we the Lord.A Thanks be to God.C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and beP

- -gra cious un to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

- - -A men, a men, a men.C



17 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Nun lob mein Seel den Herren, BuxWV 214/4 Dieterich Buxtehude 
 text and tune: LSB 820 
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END NOTES 
LSB 586: Text © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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