
 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021 
  

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Do not allow anything that might 

disturb to enter upon our watch. 

 

Let the path of the ear be cleared; 

Let the light of the eye be chas-

tened; 

Let the contemplation of the heart 

be sanctified; 

Let the speech of the mouth be puri-

fied. 

 

St. Ephrem the Syrian 

 

When we daub ourselves with ashes we state that this is what we 

are without God, dust, like Adam before he was Adam. Renew-

ing our sense of who we really are before God is the core of the 

Lenten experience. In earlier centuries, Lent was seen as time to 

consider judgment and to realize in intense penitence how our 

sins brought Christ to the cross. Its character as a pilgrimage of 

return to the baptismal font was obscured. Self-denial was seen as 

an essential component in the fashioning of the new penitent 

“me,” one who is worthy of heaven. 

Christian self-denial has to do with growing into a new “me,” but 

on this journey I do not become other than what I am but I be-

come entirely what I am, which is what I was made on the day of 

my baptism when I was forged into a new creation. What is the 

new “me” in Christian terms? How do I grow into it? The possi-

bility of the new humanity is offered to me in Christ who is the 

true face of humanity. As I am drawn into communion with Him 

and grow into His image I am becoming truly human. This is not 

a process of acquisition but of dispossession. When I give things 

up, I am stripping myself of the little self-protective certainties 

that hide me from myself and interrupt my life with others. In 

giving things up I am not Showing how strong I am, but where 

my true strength lies - in the God who made me, shaped me, and 

who holds me in the palm of his hand. 

 

Fr. Allan James White 

Remember that You are Dust, 272-274 

 

 



2 

PRELUDE 

Christe qui lux es et dies, SSWV 151 Samuel Scheidt (1587–1654) 
 text: LSB 882 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Savior, When In Dust to Thee LSB 419 
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INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore for-

give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT Mode I 

Misereris omnium Ps 57:1; antiphon: Wis 11:24–25, 27 

Thou hast mercy upon all, O Lord; and abhorrest nothing which Thou hast made: 

overlooking the sins of men for the sake of repentance;  

and sparing them because Thou art the Lord our God. 

℣ Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in Thee 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 

 

The Gloria in excelsis is not sung in Lent. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of 

all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and ac-

knowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

Sitting 

  

                              L                

                                                                 L                

                                                                                           

                    L               

                                                                                      

 L               

                                                      

                                              

       



5 

OLD TESTAMENT Joel 2:12–19 

 “Y            ”                    “                                  

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

                                            ” 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, 

 a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; 

 call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; 

 gather the children, even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep 

          “S                  O       and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘W                 ?’” 

 Then the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 

The Lord answered and said to his people, 

“B                           grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; 

 and I will no more make you                              ” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Mode I 

Miserere mei Deus Ps 51:1, 3 

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in Thee. 

℣ He shall send from heaven: and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. 

EPISTLE 2 Peter 1:2–11 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to 

us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 

knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and stead-

fastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 

love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective 

or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so 

nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. There-

fore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice 

these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an 

entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

TRACT Mode II 

Non secundum peccata Ps 130:1–4 

O Lord, deal not with us after our sins: nor reward us according to our iniquities. 

℣ O Lord, remember not against us former iniquities:  

let Thy tender mercies speedily come to us, for we are brought very low. 

℣ Help us, O God of our salvation: for the glory of Thy name. 

COMMON TRACT     Joel 2:13 LSB 173 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

 

[J         :] “B                                                                          

seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

“                                                                                       

the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they 

have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees 

in secret will reward you. 

“A                                    k                           love to stand and pray 

in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 

pray to your Father who is in secret. And                                                 … 

“A                            k          k                                                 

that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen 

by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you. 

“D                                                                                 here 

thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

                        ” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

                L                                                    

                                                              

             L     
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee LSB 607 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Sitting 

LITANY 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy sea-

son of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy suf-

ferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, 

and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and 

draws from it life and hope. 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power 

of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter 

with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 
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Kneeling 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

by Your cross and passion; 

by Your precious death and burial; 

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 

in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to 

our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, 

the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the 

abandoned, and all who stand in need of our 

prayers; 

to give abundant blessing to all works of 

mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, 

and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness 

and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we 

acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we 

may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

Sitting 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES Tone VII 

Miserere mei, Deus Ps 51 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 

 lovingkindness:  

according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies 

 blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity:  

 and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions:  

 and my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned,  

 and done this evil in thy sight:  

that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, 

 and be clear when thou judgest. 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity:  

 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts:  

 and in the hidden part thou shalt make me  

 to know wisdom. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean:  

 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness;  

 that the bones which thou hast broken may 

 rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins:  

 and blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence:  

 and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation:  

 and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways:  

 and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,  

 thou God of my salvation:  

and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

O Lord, open thou my lips: 

 and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it:  

 thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:  

 a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 

 not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion:  

 build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of 

 righteousness, with burnt offering and whole 

 burnt offering:  

then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

OFFERTORY Mode II 

Exaltabo te Ps 30:1–2 

I will extol Thee O Lord; for Thou hast lifted me up: and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

O Lord my God, I cried unto Thee: and Thou hast healed me. 
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who over-

came the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and mag-

nify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

                           L                                            

                                               L                        

                                 L                       

  L                                                  L           

                              

                                   

                                L      

             k                                                     

                 L    L                                        

                                         B                  

                 L                        
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You cre-

ated and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

L  D’S     E  Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had 

          k        k                                          : “  k      ; THIS IS MY T 

BODY                                                    M  ” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it 

              : “D   k                  ; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remem-

bra       M  ” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 
  

                                                 



13 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 180 

 

COMMUNION Mode III 

Qui meditabitur Ps 1:2–3 

He that doth meditate in the law of the Lord day and night: 

the same bringeth forth his fruit in his season. 

VOLUNTARY 

Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir, BWV 687 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 607 

  

  L                                                   L      

                                                L     
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 183 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 

 

  

   L                                                                                   

                                                                              

                                                                      S     

                S                                                        

                        k        
           k                       
                            
            k                                     
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB 421 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Prelude in e, BWV 533/1 Johann Sebastian Bach 
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END NOTES 
LSB 569: Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

LSB 418: Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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