
 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

January 24, 2021 
  

Before Your crucifixion, O Lord, 
The mountain became as heaven, 
And a cloud spread itself out to 
form a tent. 
 
When You were transfigured, 
And the Father testified of You, 
Peter with James and John were 
with You, 
Who were present with You also 
at the time of Your betrayal; 
 
That, having beheld Your glory, 
They should not be afraid before 
Your sufferings. 
 
Grant in Your great mercy,  
that we, too, may be counted  
worthy to venerate these  
Your sufferings in peace. 
 

Byzantine Vespers 
 

[W]e begin moving on with Him from the Mount of 
Transfiguration to Mount Golgotha. There the final glory 
(John 13:31). There the final deliverance is done (John 
19:30). But where is He now? He continues to tent 
among His delivered and redeemed people (tent of 
meeting): in His words and in the water with His name. 
In the bread and wine His body and blood, “The blood 
of the covenant” (Exodus 24:8). There are the twelve. The 
Lord has His Israel. “Poured out for many for the for-
giveness of sins.” “My blood.” We eat and drink with 
God, and are not destroyed (Exodus 24:11). So we pro-
claim His death our death for sin: His-ours. Once for all. 
No more sacrifices for sin at the old tent (Matthew 24:51) 
now that the Sacrifice has been done in the temple of His 
body, destroyed and risen again (John 2:19; 1:14). 
 

Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel 
“The Transfiguration of Our Lord” 

Concordia Journal 13, No. 1 (January, 1987) 
P. 78-79 
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PRELUDE 
Toccata in d, BuxWV 155 Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637–1707) 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 
Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Jesus on the Mountain Peak LSB 415 
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INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us for-
giveness. Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Ps 124:8 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bit-
ter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT Mode III 
Illuxerunt coruscationes Ps 84:1–2; antiphon: Ps 97:4 

The lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook. 

℣ How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts: 
my soul longeth, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 

- - - - - -Lord, have mer cy up on us. Christ, have mer cy up on us. Lord, have mer cy up on us.C

Glory be to God on high:P

- -and on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor ship Thee,C

-we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’n ly King,

- - -God the Fa ther Al mighty. O Lord, the only–begotten Son, Je sus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world,

- -have mercy up on us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re ceive our prayer.
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SALUTATION & COLLECTS     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mys-
teries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from 
the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully 
make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inher-
itance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
P Lord Jesus Christ, You have always given to Your Church on earth faithful shepherds 

such as Timothy to guide and feed Your flock. Make all pastors diligent to preach 
Your holy Word and administer Your means of grace, and grant Your people wisdom 
to follow in the way that leads to life eternal; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

-Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up on us.

-For Thou only art holy; Thou on ly art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the

- -Ho ly Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. A men.

The Lord be with you.P -And with thy spir it.C Let us pray.P

-A men.C
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Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 34:29–35 
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his 

hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with God. Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, 
and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses 
called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses 
talked with them. Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all 
that the Lord had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. And when Moses had finished speaking 
with them, he put a veil over his face. 

Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, 
until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was com-
manded, the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was 
shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with 
him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Mode I 
Speciosus forma Ps 45:2; Ps 110:1 

Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into Thy lips. 

℣ The Lord said unto my Lord:  
Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool. 

EPISTLE 2 Peter 1:16–21 
 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he 
received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majes-
tic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this 
very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have 
something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpre-
tation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
  

-A men.C
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA Mode VII 
Cantate Domino et benedicite Ps 96:2–3 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ Sing unto the Lord, bless His name; show forth His salvation from day to day: 
Declare His glory among all people, alleluia. 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 17:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

 

After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them 
up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Mo-
ses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If 
you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He 
was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one 
but Jesus only. 

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 
vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

  

- - - - - - - - -Al le lu ia. Al le lu ia. Al le lu ia.C

-Glo ry be to Thee, O Lord.C
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

	

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 
and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 
begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 
by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 
who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 
came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 
and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 
Amen.     Ps 106:48 

  

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.C
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair LSB 413 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 
Sitting 

OFFERTORY Mode I 
Gloria et divitiae Ps 112:3 

Wealth and riches shall be in His house: and His righteousness endureth forever, alleluia. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

- - - -Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re new a right spir it with in me. Cast meC

- - - - - -not a way from Thy pres ence, and take not Thy Ho ly Spir it from me. Re store un to

- - - - -me the joy of Thy sal va tion, and up hold me with Thy free spir it. A men.
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who at His transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might be 
strengthened to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with all the faithful look for-
ward to the glory of life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore prais-
ing You and saying: 
  

The Lord be with you.P -And with thy spir it.C

Lift up your hearts.P -We lift them up un to the Lord.C

-Let us give thanks un to the Lord, our God.P It is meet and right so to do.C
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  

- - - - -Ho ly, ho ly, ho ly Lord God of Sab a oth; heav’n and earth are full of ThyC

- - - - - - - - - -glo ry. Ho san na, ho san na, ho san na in the high est. Bless ed is He, bless ed is He,

- - - - - - -blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Ho san na, ho san na, ho san na in the high est.
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

  

-The peace of the Lord be with you al ways.P -A men.C

- - - -O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak est a way the sin of the world, have mer cy upC

- - -on us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak est a way the sin of the world,

- - - -have mer cy up on us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak est a way the

-sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. A men.
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COMMUNION Mode I 
Visionem nemini Mt 17:9 

Tell no man the vision 
Which ye have seen by permission 
Until the Son of Man be risen 
From death as from a prison. 

Viderunt omnes alleluia Ps 98:3 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God, alleluia. 

VOLUNTARY 
Canzona in d, BuxWV 168 Dieterich Buxtehude 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 
  

- - -Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de part in peace ac cord ing to Thy word,C

- -for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast pre pared be fore the face of all people,

- - - - - -a light to light en the Gen tiles and the glo ry of Thy peo ple Is ra el.

- -Glo ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho ly Ghost;

- - -as it was in the beginning, is now, and ev er shall be, world with out end. A men.
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THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 202 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,A - -And His mercy endureth for ev er.C

The Lord be with you.P -And with thy spir it.C

Bless we the Lord.A Thanks be to God.C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and beP

- -gra cious un to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Alleluia, Song of Gladness LSB 417 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Passacaglia in d, BuxWV 161 Dieterich Buxtehude 

  

- - -A men, a men, a men.C
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END NOTES 
LSB 415: Text © 1977 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
 Tune © 1998 Theodore A. Beck. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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