
 
Septuagesima 

January 31, 2021 
  

Remember, Lord, Your church,  

to save it from all evil and to 

make it perfect by Your love.  

Make it holy, and gather it to-

gether from the four winds into 

Your kingdom, which You have 

made ready for it.  

For Yours is the power and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

                                     Didache 
 

The number seventy calls to mind the entire period of this 

world in which we are exiled from the heavenly Jerusalem. 

The author of our liturgy placed Septuagesima among our 

offices so that those of us who have been exiled from the 

heavenly Jerusalem for sins…might show how subjects 

ought to live for the entire period of this age, through our 

way of life and by abstaining from worldly pleasures. Let 

us celebrate the seventy days like a captive in exile; let sor-

row at our penance become joy in the Lord’s resurrection, 

through which we return to Jerusalem…. 

Jeremiah revealed that the Lord wants us to cease from ex-

pressions of joy so long as we are in Babylon, saying: “I 

will cause the voice of joy and of gladness to cease among 

you.” For this reason… the alleluia [is not] sung among us 

during this season; instead, the tract is substituted for the 

alleluia… The Psalm says: “How shall we sing the song of 

the Lord in a strange land?” The alleluia [is a] celestial 

hymn. Thus John in Revelation: “After these things I heard 

as it were the great voice of many crowds in heaven say-

ing: alleluia.” …We should be seated, or humbled, while 

we mourn “Upon the rivers of Babylon…when we remem-

bered Zion.” 

Amalar of Metz (c. 775–c. 850) 

On the Liturgy I.1.x-xi, xvi-xvii 
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PRELUDE 
Fantasia super Es ist das Heil uns kommen her Matthias Weckmann (c. 1616–1674) 
 text and tune: LSB 555 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace LSB 693 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Jn 20:19–23 

Standing 

INTROIT Mode V 
Circumdederunt me Ps 18:1–2; antiphon: Ps 18:4–6 

The sorrows of death compassed me: the sorrows of hell compassed me about. 
In my distress, I called upon the Lord: and He heard my voice out of His temple. 

℣ I will love Thee, O Lord my Strength: the Lord is my Rock and my Fortress. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 
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P O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the consequence of our 

sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 17:1–7 
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, accord-

ing to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people 
to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses 
said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there 
for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the 
people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike 
the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling 
of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Mode III 
Adjutor in opportunitatibus Ps 9:9–10, 18–19 

The Lord will be a Refuge for the oppressed, a Refuge in times of trouble: 
and they that know Thy Name will put their Trust in Thee;  
for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee. 

℣ For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish forever. 
Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail. 
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 9:24—10:5 
Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that 

you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I 
discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqual-
ified. 

I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, 
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown 
in the wilderness. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

TRACT Mode VIII 
De profundis clamavi Ps 130:1–4 

Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. 

℣ Let Thine ears be attentive: to the voice of my supplications. 

℣ If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities: O Lord, who shall stand? 

℣ But there is forgiveness with Thee: that Thou mayest be feared. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

 

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into 
his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going 
out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went 
out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 
them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but 
each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give 
to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 
do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
Salvation unto Us Has Come LSB 555 

 
 

women 
5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 

soloist 
6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

men 
7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

women 
8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 
    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 

soloist 
9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

all 
D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY MOTET 

Ich esse mit Freuden, BWV 84/3 Johann Sebastian Bach 

Ich esse mit Freuden mein weniges Brot 
und gönne dem Nächsten von Herzen das Seine. 

Ein ruhig Gewissen, ein fröhlicher Geist, 
ein dankbares Herze, das lobet und preist, 

vermehret den Segen, verzuckert die Not. 

I eat my little bit of bread with joy 
and heartily leave to my neighbor his own. 

A peaceful conscience, a happy spirit, 
a thankful heart, that praises and thanks, 

increases its blessing, sweetens its need. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day over-
came death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS MY T BODY, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY T BLOOD, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 
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COMMUNION MOTET 
Ich bin vergnügt mit meinem Glücke, BWV 84/1 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

Ich bin vergnügt mit meinem Glücke, 

das mir der liebe Gott beschert. 

Soll ich nicht reiche Fülle haben, 
so dank ich ihm vor kleine Gaben 

und bin auch nicht derselben wert. 

I am content with my fortune 

that my dear God bestows upon me. 

If I shall not have the comfort of riches, 
then I thank Him for little gifts, 

of which I am not even worthy. 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 
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THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 202 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
By Grace I’m Saved LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

POSTLUDE 
Es ist das Heil uns kommen her a6 Matthias Weckmann 
 text and tune: LSB 555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END NOTES 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
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