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The Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2020 
  

Rejoice, Jerusalem!  

All you lovers of Sion,  

share our festivities!  

On this day the age-old 

bonds of Adam’s condemna-

tion were broken,  

paradise was opened for us, 

the serpent was crushed,  

and the woman, whom he 

once deceived, lives now as 

mother of the creator [...].  

Let all creation dance and 

thrill with joy,  

for Christ has come to call us 

home and to save our souls. 

 
Processional antiphon 

Vigil of Christmas 

Byzantine Rite 

 

The Annunciation [to Mary] means that when God looks at you, 

and for that matter all men, He does not see the rebellious Adam of 

Genesis 3 standing before Him. That rebellious Adam has been 

swallowed up by the second Adam, Jesus Christ. For God, only the 

second Adam, Jesus Christ, the Son of Mary, has reality. Just as the 

treachery of the first Adam became yours, even more so is the obe-

dience of the Son of Mary yours. Whatever Christ did for our salva-

tion, we did it with Him because God included us in Him. Alt-

hough for God the first Adam has no reality any longer, on earth 

nasty old Adam is alive and at work in the sons of disobedience. 

He loves to see Christians in despair by telling them that God still 

sees them in the first Adam of Genesis 3. If we throw the old Adam 

out the front door, we find him creeping through the back door. As 

Luther says, he must be drowned by baptism every day, but by the 

next morning he is back again. He likes to gossip about our sins 

with us so that we lose the hope of salvation. Or he likes to tell us, 

like he told the first Adam, that we can match the holiness of God, 

and thus he turns us into little Pharisees and hypocrites. Throw the 

old rascal out. Tell him that so far as God is concerned, the first 

Adam is dead and that you belong to the Son of Mary, the second 

Adam, Jesus Christ. In this Son of Mary, who is your brother and 

who stands at the right hand of God, you are already holy, spot-

less, and blameless. The Annunciation does not mean that the sor-

did story of Genesis 3 did not happen, but it comes pretty close to 

that. 

 

The Rev. Dr. David P. Scaer 

In Christ 
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PRELUDE 

Canonic Variations on “From Heaven Above”, BWV 769 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

 I. Canon at the octave 

 II. Canon at the fifth 

 III. Canon at the seventh 

 IV. Augmentation canon 

 V. Inversion canons at the sixth, third, second, and ninth 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST Mode V 
The twenty-fifth day of December: 

when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world, 

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in His Own likeness; 

when century upon century had passed since the Almighty set His bow in the clouds  

after the Great Flood, as a sign of covenant and peace; 

in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith, came out of the Ur of the Chaldees; 

in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 

around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 

in the one hundred ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

in the year seven hundred fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome; 

in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

the whole earth being at peace: 

JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,  

being pleased to consecrate the world by His most loving Presence, 

having been conceived of the Holy Spirit, and when nine months were passed after His conception, 

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

T   T   T 

  

T 

How did his mother Mary become pregnant? Although it is a great miracle when a woman is made 

pregnant by a man, yet God reserved for him the privilege of being born of the Virgin. Now how 

does the Mother come to this? She has no husband [Luke 1:34] and her womb is entirely enclosed. 

Yet she conceived in her womb a real, natural child with flesh and blood. Is there not more of a mir-

acle here than in the bread and wine? Where does it come from? The angel Gabriel brings the word: 

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, etc.” [Luke 1:31]. With these words Christ 

comes not only into her heart, but also into her womb, as she hears, grasps, and believes it. No one 

can say otherwise, than that the power comes through the Word. As one cannot deny the fact that 

she thus becomes pregnant through the Word, and no one knows how it comes about, so it is in the 

sacrament also. For as soon as Christ says: “This is my body,” his body is present through the Word 

and the power of the Holy Spirit. If the Word is not there, it is mere bread; but as soon as the words 

are added they bring with them that of which they speak. 

Martin Luther 

The Sacrament, AE 36:41-42 
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Vespers  •  LSB 219 

Standing 

HYMN 

4:00pm: A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

7:30pm:  Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376 
  N.B.: the choir will sing stanzas 1 and 2 
11:00pm: We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth LSB 382 
  N.B.: stanza 4 will be sung by the soloist 

INVITATORY     Ps 51:15; Ps 70:1 LSB 219 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 

  

Christianity met the mythological search for romance by be-
ing a story, and the philosophical search for truth by being a 
true story. 
 

G. K. Chesterton 

 

T 
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PSALM 85 antiphon: Ex 16:6–7, Is 35:4 

Benedixisti 

Antiphon: At evening you shall know that the Lord will come: 

 and in the morning, then shall you see the glory of the Lord. 

L Lord, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

C You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 

L You withdrew | all your wrath;* 

 you turned from your hot | anger. 

C Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 

 and put away your indignation | toward us! 

L Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* 

 Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations? 

C Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 

L Show us your steadfast love, | O Lord,* 

 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

C Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

L Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 

 that glory may dwell | in our land. 

C Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 

 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 

L Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* 

 and righteousness looks down | from the sky. 

C Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,* 

 and our land will yield its | increase. 

L Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 

 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be- | ginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The antiphon is repeated. 

PSALM 132 antiphon: v. 11 

Memento Domine 

Antiphon: Of the fruit of your body will I set upon your throne. 

L Remember, O Lord, in David’s | favor,* 

 all the hardships | he endured, 

C how he swore | to the Lord* 

 and vowed to the Mighty One of | Jacob, 
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L “I will not en- | ter my house* 

 or get in- | to my bed, 

C I will not give sleep | to my eyes* 

 or slumber to my | eyelids, 

L until I find a place | for the Lord,* 

 a dwelling place for the Mighty One of | Jacob.” 

C Behold, we heard of it in | Ephrathah;* 

 we found it in the | fields of Jaar. 

L “Let us go to his | dwelling place;* 

 let us worship at his | footstool!” 

C Arise, O Lord, and go to your | resting place,* 

 you and the ark | of your might. 

L Let your priests be clothed with | righteousness,* 

 and let your saints | shout for joy. 

C For the sake of your servant | David,* 

 do not turn away the face of your a- | nointed one. 

L The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which he will | not turn back:* 

 “One of the sons of your body I will set | on your throne. 

C If your sons keep my covenant and my testimonies that I shall | teach them,* 

 their sons also forever shall sit | on your throne.” 

L For the Lord has chosen | Zion;* 

 he has desired it for his | dwelling place: 

C “This is my resting place for- | ever;* 

 here I will dwell, for I have de- | sired it. 

L I will abundantly bless her pro- | visions;* 

 I will satisfy her | poor with bread. 

C Her priests I will clothe with sal- | vation,* 

 and her saints will | shout for joy. 

L There I will make a horn to sprout for | David;* 

 I have prepared a lamp for my a- | nointed. 

C His enemies I will | clothe with shame,* 

 but on him his | crown will shine.” 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be- | ginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The antiphon is repeated. 
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Standing 

OFFICE HYMN 

4:00pm:  What Child Is This LSB 370 

7:30pm:  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 
  N.B.: Stanzas 1–5 sung by the choir 

   Stanza 6: all 

   Stanzas 7, 9, 11, 13: women 
   Stanzas 8, 10, 12, 14: men 

   Stanza 15: all 

11:00pm:  O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372 

Sitting 

LESSON Isaiah 9:2–7 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 

 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

LESSON Titus 2:11–14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce un-

godliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 

age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 

for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

The Lord came into His own creation in a visible way: His 

own creation sustained Him who sustains everything in being. 

 

St. Irenaeus of Lyons 

Against Heresies 

 

T 
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Standing 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–14 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And 

all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 

city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of 

the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 

manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a mul-

titude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

 “Glory to God in the highest,  

 and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

RESPONSORY     Jn 1:14, 1 LSB 221 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 

Standing 
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MAGNIFICAT Lk 1:46–55 

Antiphon: 

When the sun is risen, you shall see the King of kings: 

Who proceeds from the Father, and comes forth as a bridegroom out of His chamber. 
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Sitting 

MOTET 

4:00pm: Laetentur caeli Ps 96:11, 13, 1–2 

Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad: before the Lord, for He cometh. 

℣ O sing unto the Lord a new song; sing unto the Lord, all the earth: before the Lord, for He cometh. 

℣ Sing unto the Lord, bless His name; show forth His salvation from day to day:  

before the Lord, for He cometh. 

 

7:30pm: O magnum mysterium Tomás Luis de Victoria (c. 1548–1611) 

O magnum mysterium 

et admirabile sacramentum, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum 

jacentem in praesepio. 

O beata Virgo cujus viscera meruerunt 

portare Dominum Jesum Christum, alleluia. 

O great mystery 
and wondrous sacrament, 

that animals should see the newborn Lord 

lying in a manger. 

O blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy 

to bear the Lord Jesus Christ, alleluia. 

 

11:00pm: O Holy Night Adolphe Adam (1803–1856) 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 

it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices. 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 

with glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 

So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

here came the wise men from Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

in all our trials born to be our friend. 

He knows our need, he guardeth us from danger. 

Behold your King; before Him lowly bend! 

Kneeling 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47 LSB 227 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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COLLECTS 

 

 

 

 

L O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 

that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness 

of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

L O Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks that of Your great goodness and mercy 

You allowed Your only-begotten Son to become incarnate and to redeem us from sin and 

everlasting death; and we implore You to enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may evermore give to You unending thanks for Your grace and may comfort ourselves with 

the same in all time of tribulation and temptation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Standing 

 

The candles are lighted. 

HYMN 

Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 
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BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 228 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 2 Cor 13:14 

 

 

 

HYMN 

4:00pm: Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

7:30pm: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

11:00pm: All My Heart Again Rejoices LSB 360 

POSTLUDE 

Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her, BWV 700 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 text and tune: LSB 358 

  

Where the understanding is outraged, where hu-

man nature rebels, where our piety keeps a nervous 

distance: there, precisely there, God loves to be; 

there he baffles the wisdom of the wise; there he 

vexes our nature, our religious instincts. There he 

wants to be, and no one can prevent him. Only the 

humble believe in him and rejoice that God is so 

free and grand, that he works wonders where man 

loses heart, that he makes splendid what is slight 

and lowly. Indeed, this is the wonder of wonders, 

that God loves the lowly. “God has regarded the 

low estate of his handmaiden.”  

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

The Mystery of the Holy Night, p. 8 

 

T 
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END NOTES 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 
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