Puer natus
The Nativity of Our Lord
December 25, 2020
Rejoice, Jerusalem!
All you lovers of Sion,
Share our festivities!
On this day the age-old bonds of
Adam’s condemnation were broken, paradise was opened for us,
the serpent was crushed,
and the woman, whom he once deceived,
lives now as mother of the creator…
Let all creation dance and thrill with
joy, for Christ has come to call us home
and to save our souls.
Processional Antiphon
Vigil of Christmas, Byzantine Rite

The God who came at Christmas comes in every strand of
ordinary life. He slept, suckled, grew, learned, as we all
have. He belongs to all of life – the joy, the routine, the
work, the disappointment, the wonderment, the crass, the
beautiful. Consider all the facets of this story. The working shepherds, the wise philosophers, the royalty, the
weary feet, the beauty of the stars, of the feel of straw and
stables. No area of human lot escapes Him.
…Nor is He excluded from the tragedies of life. Indeed
it is precisely in the crises that we probably know Him
best. He was born to suffer and to die. Little children in Jerusalem were murdered for the sake of a king’s
greed…Life at Christmas is sentimental and I love it: the
cookies, grandmother’s visit, the colored lights…But
Christmas is realism: the power of jealousy, the stealth of
the wicked, the temptation of selfishness, the pain, the
contradictions – all are there. He came to free us from
their ultimate power.
Life is more tragic than it sometimes seems and He has
born it all. And so we love this Man Jesus and call Him
Emmanuel – God with us. But the dimension that rises to
the top in this hour is the God of hope.
Life is larger than routine, than tragedy, or even loneliness. This story is woven through and through with the
note of glory. How does one communicate glory? What
words to use? How better to rise above the confinements
of cause and effect, of space and time, than to sing of light
and of angels…” We beheld His glory, glory as of the
only-begotten Son of the Father.” Life is greater than it
sometimes seems and He reveals all of it to us. And so we
worship this man Jesus and confess Him Emmanuel –
God with us.
Ken Knutson
The God Who Comes at Christmas

PRELUDE
Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ, SSWV 135 (8 versetti)

Samuel Scheidt (1587–1654)

text: LSB 382
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Matins • LSB 219
Standing

HYMN
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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LSB 379

INVITATORY

Ps 51:15; Ps 70:1

T

LSB 219

It is because of His humanity and His incarnation that Christ becomes sweet to us. Let us therefore begin to ascend step by step
from Christ’s crying in His swaddling clothes up to His Passion.
Then we shall easily know God.
Martin Luther
“Lectures on Isaiah,” AE 7:330-31
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VENITE

Sitting
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Ps 95:1–7

LSB 220

PSALM 2
Quare fremuerunt gentes

antiphon: Is 9:6

Antiphon: Unto us a Child is born, alleluia: unto us a Son is given, alleluia.
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Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*
against the Lord and against his anointed, | saying,
“Let us burst their | bonds apart*
and cast away their | cords from us.”
He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*
the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*
and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
“As for me, I have | set my King*
on Zion, my | holy hill.”
I will tell of | the decree:*
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
Serve the | Lord with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The antiphon is repeated.
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PSALM 19
Caeli enarrant

antiphon: v. 5

Antiphon: Like a bridegroom leaving his chamber: the Lord comes to run His course.
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The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Day to day | pours out speech,*
and night to night reveals | knowledge.
There is no speech, nor | are there words,*
whose voice | is not heard.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviv- | ing the soul;*
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the | simple;
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing | the heart;*
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening | the eyes;
the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for- | ever;*
the just decrees of the Lord are true, and righteous alto- | gether.
More to be desired are they than gold, even | much fine gold;*
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the | honeycomb.
Moreover, by them is your | servant warned;*
in keeping them there is | great reward.
Who can dis- | cern his errors?*
Declare me innocent from | hidden faults.
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion | over me!*
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great trans- | gression.

C

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,*
O Lord, my rock and my re- | deemer.

C

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The antiphon is repeated.
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Standing

OFFICE HYMN
Of the Father’s Love Begotten

LSB 384

Sitting
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LESSON
Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38
In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.
Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised
up its pillars. And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as
the Lord had commanded Moses. He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on
the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up
the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses. …
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the
Lord filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over
the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not
set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and
fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.
L
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

LESSON
Titus 3:4–7
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
L
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Standing

HOLY GOSPEL
L
C

John 1:1–14

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

RESPONSORY

LSB 221

Jn 1:14, 1

Sitting

SERMON

T

Today the darkness begins to grow shorter
and the light to lengthen, as the hours of
night become fewer. Nor is it an accident…that this change occurs on the solemn
day when divine life is manifested…Rather,
to those who are attentive, nature manifests
through visible things a hidden reality… I
seem to hear her saying: “Realize…as you
observe these phenomena, that the invisible
is being manifested to you through the visible. You see, do you not, that night has
reached its greatest length, and since it can
advance no farther, comes to a halt and withdraws?...Do you see that the beams of light
are more intense and the sun higher than it
has been? Realize that the true light is now
here, and through the rays of the gospel, is illumining the whole earth.
St. Gregory of Nyssa
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Standing

BENEDICTUS

Lk 1:68–79

LSB 226

Antiphon: Glory to God in the highest: and on earth peace, good will to men, alleluia, alleluia.

The antiphon is repeated.
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Lk 2:14

Kneeling

KYRIE

Mk 10:47

LORD’S PRAYER
C

LSB 227

Mt 6:9–13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but T deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECTS

L

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free
from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

L

Almighty God, Who has given Your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon Him and to
be born of a virgin, grant that we, being regenerate and made Your children by adoption, may
daily be renewed by Your Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
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L

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to
the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this
day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being
ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Standing

BENEDICAMUS

BENEDICTION
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Ps 103:1

LSB 228

2 Cor 13:14

HYMN
Joy to the World

POSTLUDE
Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ, BWV 722

LSB 387

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

text and tune: LSB 382
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END NOTES
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
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