Populus Sion
The Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020
Bless, O gracious Father, all the nations whom Thou hast placed upon
the earth, with the knowledge of
Thee, the only true God: but especially bless Thy holy catholic
Church and fill it with truth and
grace. Where it is corrupt, purge it;
where it is in error, rectify it; where
it is right, confirm it; where it is divided and rent asunder, heal the
breaches thereof. Replenish all
whom Thou hast called to any office
therein, with truth of doctrine and
innocency of life. Let their prayers
be as precious incense in Thy sight,
that their cries and tears for the
City of God may not be in vain.
Amen.
John Wesley (1703-1791)
In For All the Saints
Vol. III, P. 38-39

The Constantinian settlement is now manifestly at its very end.
Western civilization is still defined by Christianity, but as the civilization that used to be Christian, as the civilization indeed
whose morale depends on not any more being Christian. The
Church in the West can no longer suppose that the regular
schools or the organ of public opinion or the institutions of the
arts or sciences instruct people in a way that is harmonious with
the church’s instruction. Indeed, we must assume the contrary:
that they will inculcate metaphysical mechanism, moral relativism, and the equality and worth of every religion but Christianity. The postmodern church is in this respect returned to the situation in which the catechumenate was born: those to be integrated into the life of the church come from an alien culture; the
church’s life, if she is faithful, must be a shock and a puzzlement
to them.
Robert Jenson
Systematic Theology, vol. 2, p. 305

PRELUDE
Toccata in F, BuxWV 157

Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637–1707)
T T T

The Divine Service, Setting Three • LSB 184
Standing

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Prepare the Royal Highway
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INVOCATION
P
C

1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
P
P
C
P
C

1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Heb 10:22
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
Ps 124:8
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Ps 32:5

Kneeling
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Jn 20:19–23
Amen.

C
Standing

INTROIT
Populus Sion

Mode VII
Ps 80:1; antiphon: Is 30:19

Daughter of Zion: behold, thy Salvation cometh.
The Lord shall cause His glorious voice to be heard: and ye shall have gladness of heart.
℣ Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel: Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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KYRIE
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Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13
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The Gloria in excelsis is omitted in Advent.

SALUTATION & COLLECT
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2 Tm 4:22
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us p

P

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

P

Almighty God, You bestowed upon Your servant Nicholas of Myra the perpetual gift
of charity. Grant Your Church the grace to deal in generosity and love with children
and with all who are poor and distressed and to plead the cause of those who have no
helper, especially those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief. We ask this for the sake
of Him who gave His life for us, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sitting
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OLD TESTAMENT
Malachi 4:1–6
“Fo
ol ,
is coming, u ning lik n ov n,
n ll
og n n ll vildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so
that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from
the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your
feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.
“R m m
l of m s v n Mos s,
him at Horeb for all Israel.
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u s n jus

c

s

I comm n

“B ol , I ill s n ou Elij
p op
fo
g
n
som
of
o
comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a dec of u
s uc ion ”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Ex Sion species decoris

Mode V
Ps 50:2–3a, 5

Out of Zion the perfection of beauty God hath shined: our God shall come.
℣ Gather My saints together unto Me: those that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.

EPISTLE
Romans 15:4–13
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord
with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God.
Fo I ll ou
C is c m s v n o
ci cumcis o s o Go ’s u fuln ss,
in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“
fo I ill p is ou mong
G n il s, n sing o ou n m ”
And again it is said,
“R joic , O G n il s, i
And again,
“P is

is p opl ”

o , ll ou G n il s, n l

ll

p opl s x ol im ”

And again Isaiah says,
“
root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in im ill
G n il s op ”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA
Virtutes caelorum

Mode VIII
Lk 21:26b–27

Alleluia, alleluia.
℣ The powers of heaven shall be shaken: and then shall they see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory, alleluia.
Standing

COMMON ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL
P

Luke 21:25–36

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.

L

[J sus s i :] “
ill signs in sun n moon n s s, n on
is ss of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with
fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, bec us ou
mp ion is
ing n ”
An
ol
m p
l : “ ook
fig
, n ll
s As soon s
com
out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when
you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to
you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
“Bu
ch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come
upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that
you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand befo
Son of M n ”
P
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
C
I believe in one God, Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4
the Father Almighty, Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3
maker of heaven and earth Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1
and of all things visible and invisible. Col 1:16
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Rm 10:9
the only-begotten Son of God, Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16
begotten of His Father before all worlds, Jn 1:2
God of God, Light of Light, Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1
very God of very God, Col 2:9
begotten, not made, Jn 1:2
being of one substance with the Father, Jn 10:30
by whom all things were made; Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3
who for us men and for our salvation 1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23
came down from heaven Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Lk 1:34–35
and was made man; Jn 1:14
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18
He suffered and was buried. Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9
and sits at the right hand of the Father. Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55
And He will come again with glory Mt 26:64
to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12
whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Pt 1:11
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
the Lord and giver of life, Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Jn 15:26
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16–17
who spoke by the prophets. Ez 11:5
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Eph 4:5
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18
and the life T of the world to come. Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42
Amen. Ps 106:48
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

Sitting

SERMON
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Standing

COMMON OFFERTORY

LSB 192

Ps 51:10–12

S

Sitting

OFFERTORY MOTET
Thus Saith the Lord

Hag 2:6–7, Mal 3:1

George Frideric Handel (1685–1759)

Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts:
Yet once a little while and I will shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.
And I will shake all nations; and the desire of all nations shall come.
The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple,
even the messenger of the Covenant, whom you delight in;
behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.
Kneeling

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Standing
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PREFACE
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us giv

P

10

LSB 194

2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136
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Go

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah,
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

LSB 195

Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10
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D’S

YE

Mt 6:9–13

LSB 196
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “ k , ; THIS IS
MY T BODY, which is given for ou
is o in m m nc of M ”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He
gave it to them saying: “D ink of i , ll of ou; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
ou ink i , in m m nc of M ”

PAX DOMINI

p c of

AGNUS DEI
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Jn 20:19
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Jn 1:29

L

L

L
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COMMUNION
Jerusalem surge

Mode II
Bar 5:56; 4:36

Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on high: and behold the joy that cometh unto thee from God.

OFFERTORY MOTET
For Behold, Darkness Shall Cover the Earth
The People that Walked in Darkness

Is 9:2–3

George Frideric Handel

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people:
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee.
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light;
and they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
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NUNC DIMITTIS

LSB 199

Lk 2:29–32

L

S

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

O giv
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Ps 107:1
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A
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Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SALUTATION
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BENEDICAMUS

Bl ss
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Ps 103:1

o

BENEDICTION
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2 Tim 4:22

LSB 202

Num 6:24–26
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

POSTLUDE
Praeludium in F, LübWV 8
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Vincent Lübeck (1654–1740)

END NOTES
LSB 343: Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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