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We give You thanks, Holy Father, for Your holy 

name, which You have made dwell in our hearts, 

and for knowledge and faith and immortality, 

which You have made known to us though Jesus 

Your servant; glory to You forever.  

You, almighty Master, have created all things for 

Your name’s sake, You have given man food and 

drink to enjoy, that they may give You thanks, 

but You have granted us spiritual food and drink 

and everlasting life through Your servant.  

Above all we thank You that You are mighty; 

glory to You forever. Remember, Lord, Your 

church, to save it from all evil and to make it per-

fect in Your love, and gather it together in its ho-

liness from the four winds, into Your kingdom 

which You have prepared for it, for the power 

and glory are Yours forever.  

Amen. 
 

Didache 10 (AD 95) 

“God will invade. But I wonder whether people who 

ask God to interfere openly and directly in our world 

quite realise what it will be like when He does. When 

that happens, it is the end of the world. When the au-

thor walks on to the stage the play is over. God is going 

to invade, all right: but what is the good of saying you 

are on His side then, when you see the whole natural 

universe melting away like a dream and something else 

- something it never entered your head to conceive - 

comes crashing in; something so beautiful to some of us 

and so terrible to others that none of us will have any 

choice left? For this time it will be God without dis-

guise; something so overwhelming that it will strike ei-

ther irresistible love or irresistible horror into every 

creature. It will be too late then to choose your side. 

There is no use saying you choose to lie down when it 

has become impossible to stand up. That will not be the 

time for choosing; it will be the time when we discover 

which side we really have chosen, whether we realised 

it before or not. Now, today, this moment, is our chance 

to choose the right side. God is holding back to give us 

that chance. It will not last forever. We must take it or 

leave it.” –  

C.S. Lewis 
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PRELUDE 

Praeludium in e, BuxWV 152 Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637–1707) 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand LSB 564 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Then let us now draw near, 

    Washed in that precious flood 

And enter the Most Holy Place 

    By Jesus’ blood. 

From hearts that are sincere, 

    Let tongues our hope profess, 

And trust anew God’s faithful grace 

    That we confess. 

D 6 All praise to Christ we bring, 

    Our Lord who intercedes, 

Our great High Priest enthroned above 

    Who knows our needs; 

And to the Father sing 

    Our songs of thankful praise, 

Who with the Spirit reigns in love 

    For endless days. 
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INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us for-

giveness. Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bit-

ter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Salvum me fac Ps 54:5; antiphon: Ps 54:1–2 

Save me, O God, by Thy Name: and judge me by Thy strength. 

Hear my prayer, O God: give ear to the words of my mouth. 

℣ He shall reward evil to mine enemies: cut them off in Thy truth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187 

      L                                           L                     

Glory be to God on high  

                                                                                   

                                                          L                     

                           L                      S               

  L        L           S                                                

                                                                            



5 

 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mind-

ful of the end of all things and the day of Your just judgment, we may be stirred up to 

holiness of living here and dwell with You forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
  

                                                                      

                                   L                                

                                                         

 he  ord be with you.                     et us  ray. 
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Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Daniel 7:9–14 

As I looked, 

 thrones were placed, 

 and the Ancient of days took his seat; 

his clothing was white as snow, 

 and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames; 

 its wheels were burning fire. 

A stream of fire issued 

 and came out from before him; 

a thousand thousands served him, 

 and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 

the court sat in judgment, 

 and the books were opened. 

I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as 

I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 

As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged 

for a season and a time. 

I saw in the night visions, 

 and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 

 and was presented before him. 

And to him was given dominion 

 and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

 should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

 which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one 

 that shall not be destroyed. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Advocabit caelum Ps 50:4, 6; Is 35:10 

He shall call to the heavens from above: and to the earth that He may judge His people. 

℣ The heavens shall declare His righteousness: for God is Judge Himself. 

℣ The ransomed of the Lord shall come to Zion with everlasting joy upon their heads: 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. 
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EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:3–14 

[Know] this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following 

their own sinful desires.  hey will say, “Where is the  romise of his coming? For ever since 

the fathers fell aslee , all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 

For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was 

formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by means of these the 

world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the heav-

ens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 

destruction of the ungodly. 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 

count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 

should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens 

will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 

earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 

of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because 

of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as 

they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells. 

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him with-

out spot or blemish, and at peace. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:31–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

 

[Jesus said ] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 

he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will sep-

arate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will 

place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his 

right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  hen the righteous will 

answer him, saying, ‘ ord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And 

when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘ ruly, 

I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

“ hen he will say to those on his left, ‘De art from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 

you did not clothe me, sick and in  rison and you did not visit me.’  hen they also will an-

swer, saying, ‘ ord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 

in  rison, and did not minister to you?’  hen he will answer them, saying, ‘ ruly, I say to 

you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will 

go away into eternal  unishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  

                L     
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

The Day Is Surely Drawing Near LSB 508 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 

Sitting 

SERMON 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

  OFFERTORY ANTIPHON 

De profundis Ps 130:1–2 

Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice. 

  

                                                                   

                                              S                       
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Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

  

 he  ord be with you.                    

 ift u your hearts.                     L     

- et us give thanks un to the  ord, our God.                         
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

L  D’S    YE      Mt 6:9–13 LSB 196 

  

                   L        S                         

                                                           

    B                                                 

                L                                        
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 

had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “ ake, eat; THIS IS 

MY T BODY, which is given for you.  his do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 

gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 

MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

  

- he  eace of the  ord be with you al ways.        

                L                                                    

                    L                                        

                                L                          

                                    



15 

  COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Amen dico vobis Mk 11:24 

Verily I say unto you, what things soever ye desire when ye pray,  

believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 
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Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor LSB 534 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 

 
  

   L                                                                 

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                S                    

                                                                        

  give thanks unto the  ord , for He is good,                                  
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A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salu-

tary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 

the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 

 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 

 

 
  

 he  ord be with you.                    

Bless we the  ord.                

 he  ord bless you and kee you.  he  ord make His face shine u on you and be 

- -gra cious un to you.  he  ord lift u  His countenance u on you and give you  eace.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

The Clouds of Judgment Gather LSB 513 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Three Preludes on Welsh Hymn Tunes Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) 

 I. Bryn Calfaria  
 tune: LSB 534 
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END NOTES 
Introit: Mode IV 

Gradual: Mode II 

Offertory antiphon: Mode II 

Communion antiphon: Mode I 

LSB 564: Text © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002372 

LSB 513: Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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