
 

 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

October 11, 2020 
  

We beg you, Lord,  

to help and defend us. 

Deliver the oppressed, 

Have compassion on the despised, 

Raise the fallen, 

Reveal yourself to the needy, 

Heal the sick, 

Bring back those who have 

strayed from you, 

Feed the hungry, 

Lift up the weak, 

Remove the prisoners’ chains. 

May every nation come to know 

that you are God alone, 

That Jesus is your Son, 

That we are your people,  

The sheep of your pasture. 

 

St. Clement of Rome 

 

  
In this world Christ was rejected. He was the perfect expression of life as God 

intended it. The fragmentary life of the world was gathered into His life; He 

was the heartbeat of the world and the world killed Him. But in that murder 

the world itself died. It lost its last chance to become the paradise God created 

it to be. We can go on developing new and better material things. We can 

build a more humane society, which may even keep us from annihilating each 

other. But when Christ, the true life of the world, was rejected, it was the be-

ginning of the end. That rejection had a finality about it: He was crucified for 

good. As Pascal said: “Christ is in agony until the end of the world.” 

Christianity often appears, however, to preach that if men will try 

hard enough to live Christian lives, the crucifixion can somehow be reversed. 

This is because Christianity has forgotten itself, forgotten that always it must 

first of all stand at the cross. Not that this world cannot be improved – one of 

our goals is certainly to work for peace, justice, freedom. But while it can be 

improved, it can never become the place God intended it to be. Christianity 

does not condemn the world. The world has condemned itself when on Cal-

vary it condemned the One who was its true self. “He was in the world, and 

the world was made by him, and the world knew him not” (Jn. 1:10). If we 

think seriously about the real meaning, the real scope of these words, we know 

that as Christians and insofar as we are Christians we are, first of all, wit-

nesses of that end: end of all natural joy; end of all satisfaction of man with the 

world and with himself; end, indeed, of life itself as a reasonable and reasona-

bly organized “pursuit of happiness.” Christians did not have to wait for the 

modern proponents of existential anxiety, despair and absurdity to be aware 

of all this. And although in the course of their long history Christians have 

much too often forgotten the meaning of the cross and enjoyed life as if “noth-

ing had happened,” although each one of us too often takes “time off”—we 

know that in the world in which Christ died, “natural life” has been brought 

to its end. 

 

Alexander Schmemann 

For the Life of the World: Sacraments and Orthodoxy, pp. 23-24 
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PRELUDE 

Concerto in G, BWV 592—II. Grave Johann Ernst-Prinz, arr. J.S. Bach 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 
Standing 

HYMN 

Father Most Holy LSB 504 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His author-

ity, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Da mercedem Ps 122:1; antiphon: Sir 36:18–19a 

Reward them that wait for Thee, O Lord, and let Thy prophets be found faithful. 

Hear the prayer of Thy servants and of Thy people Israel. 

℣ I was glad when they said unto me: Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 170 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, because without You we are not able to please You, mercifully grant that 

Your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

Sitting 
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OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 10:12–21 

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your 

God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am com-

manding you today for your good? Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the 

heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your 

fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. Cir-

cumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. For the Lord your 

God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is 

not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves 

the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were so-

journers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and 

hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. He is your praise. He is your God, who 

has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Laetatus sum Ps 122:1, 7; Ps 117:1 

I was glad when they said unto me: Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

℣ Peace be within thy walls: and prosperity within thy palaces. 

℣ Oh, praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise Him, all ye people. 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:4–9 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you 

in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 

knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you are 

not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by 

whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA     Jn 6:68 LSB 173 

 

 
  



PAGE 7 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:34–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

 

When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 

And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first command-

ment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two com-

mandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, 

“What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of Da-

vid.” He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet’? 

If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” And no one was able to answer him a 

word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower LSB 694 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 

OFFERING 

Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston. 

https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving 

https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving
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OFFERTORY MOTET 

Gott soll allein mein Herze haben, BWV 169/3 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

Gott soll allein mein Herze haben. 

Ich find in ihm das höchste Gut. 

Er liebt mich in der bösen Zeit 

und will mich in der Seligkeit 

mit Gütern seines Hauses laben. 

God alone shall have my heart. 

I find in Him the highest good. 

He loves me during evil times 
and in bliss He will refresh me 

with the goodness of His house. 

Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; de-

liver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 

had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 

MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 

gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 

MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 
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AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION MOTET 

Stirb in mir, BWV 169/5 Johann Sebastian Bach 

Stirb in mir, Welt und alle deine Liebe, 

daß die Brust sich auf Erden für und für 

in der Liebe Gottes übe; 

stirb in mir, Hoffart, Reichtum, Augenlust, 

ihr verworfnen Fleischestriebe! 

Die in me, world and all your love, 
so that my breast forever and ever on earth 

becomes practised in the love of God; 

die in me, arrogance, riches, greed, 

you rejected urges of the flesh! 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 
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Before the Throne of God Above LSB 574 

 

 

 
 

5 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 

    My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, 

    The King of glory and of grace! 

6 At one with Him, I cannot die, 

    My soul is purchased by His blood; 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 

    With Christ, my Savior and my God. 

 

Love in Christ Is Strong and Living LSB 706 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salu-

tary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 

the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

The Only Son from Heaven LSB 402 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn, BWV 601 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 402 
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END NOTES 
Introit: Mode I 

Gradual: Mode VII–II 

LSB 574: Tune © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

LSB 706: Text and tune © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002372 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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