
Ad te levavi 
The First Sunday in Advent 

November 29, 2020 
  

O God, our Father in heaven,  

grant unto Thy beloved con-

gregation that, remembering 

her own unrighteousness and 

corruption,  

she may take no offence at the 

lowly presence and the des-

pised word of he only King, the 

Just, the Helper, Jesus Christ; 

but always rejoice in His won-

derful advent, and receive and 

accept Him in pure and ready 

hearts,  

gladly rejoicing in Him,  

and rendering all praise and 

glory to Thee for ever more.  

Amen. 

J.K. Wilhelm Loehe 

(1808-1872) 

 

 

 

Many people who are new to the…Church are surprised, even baf-

fled, to learn that we do not sing Christmas hymns…until December 24th. 

The month of December is spent, instead, in the observance of a somewhat 

mysterious season called Advent. 

 The season of Advent has prime teaching significance because its 

themes are: 1) the darkness of a world condemned, given over by God to its 

own sin, and 2) the advancing rays of the Daystar, the One Who comes into 

such a world to bear its sin away- God of God, Light of God, Very God of 

Very God. 

 The Church emphasizes the Advent season as time to look very se-

riously into the darkness of our situation before leaping too quickly or too 

cheaply into the light. Advent is a time for focusing on the gravity of the hu-

man predicament which the Lamb of God took upon Himself, the broken 

condition of the world in which the Word was made flesh. 

 Advent is more representative of the church’s life than any other 

season. In a very real sense, the Christian community lives in Advent all the 

time; it is “The Time Between” (W.H. Auden). The people of God live at the 

very frontier of the ages-The Time Between the first coming of Christ, incog-

nito in the stable in Bethlehem, and His second coming in glory, to judge 

the living and the dead. In the Time Between, our lives are hidden with 

Christ in God; “when Christ, Who is our Life, appears, then you also will 

appear with Him in glory.” (Colossians 3:3-4) 

 Advent contains within itself the perfect balance of the now and the 

not-yet; the hiddenness, suffering and pain of the Christian life in this world 

now is held in dynamic tension with the promise of future glory which is 

yet to come. In the Advent tension, the Church lives its life.  

 

Church of St. Michael and St. George 

A Service of Advent Lessons and Music 
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PRELUDE 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 332 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 

Standing 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 340 
 N.B.: stanza 3 will be sung in German by the vocalist 
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INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us for-

giveness. Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Ps 32:5 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bit-

ter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT Mode VIII 

Ad te levavi Ps 25:4; antiphon: Ps 25:1–3a 

Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul: O my God, I trust in Thee. 

Let me not be ashamed: let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that wait on Thee be ashamed. 

℣ Show me Thy ways, O Lord: teach me Thy paths. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 186 

 

The Gloria in excelsis is omitted in Advent. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 23:5–8 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a right-

eous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and right-

eousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this 

is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when they shall no longer 

say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ but ‘As 

the Lord lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north 

country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their 

own land.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

      L                                           L                     

The Lord be with you.                    Let us pray. 
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GRADUAL Mode I 

Universi qui te expectant Ps 25:3a, 4 

All they that wait for Thee shall not be ashamed, O Lord. 

℣ Show me Thy ways, O Lord: teach me Thy paths. 

EPISTLE Romans 13:11–14 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sen-

suality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provi-

sion for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA Mode VIII 

Ostende nobis Domine Ps 85:8 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ Show us Thy mercy, O Lord: and grant us Thy salvation, alleluia. 

Standing 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immedi-

ately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If 

                                     

                L     



6 

anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 

once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the 

colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks 

on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the 

crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
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to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 
 N.B.: stanzas 3 and 7 will be sung in German by the vocalist 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

Sitting 

SERMON  
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Standing 

COMMON OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

Sitting 

OFFERTORY Mode II 

Ad te Domine levavi Ps 25:1–3a 

Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul: O my God, I trust in Thee. 

Let me not be ashamed: let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that wait on Thee be ashamed. 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

  

                                                                   

                                              S                       
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PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 

the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to re-

pentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 

in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

The Lord be with you.                    

Lift up your hearts.                     L     

-Let us give thanks un to the Lord, our God.                         
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SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 195 

 

L  D’S    YE      Mt 6:9–13 LSB 196 

 
  

                   L        S                                  

                                                    B                       

                                          L                                        
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 

had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 

MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 

gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 

MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 198 

  

-The peace of the Lord be with you al ways.        

                L                                                    

                    L                                        

                                L                          
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COMMUNION Mode I 

Dominus dabit Ps 85:12 

The Lord shall give that which is good: and our land shall yield her increase. 

COMMUNION MOTET Is 40:1–4 

Comfort Ye, My People George Frideric Handel (1685–1759) 

Every Valley Shall Be Exalted 

Comfort ye, My people, saith your God.  

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished,  

that her iniquity is pardoned. 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low;  

the crooked straight, and the rough places plain. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     Ps 107:1 LSB 200 

 
  

   L                                                                 

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                S                    

                                                                        

  give thanks unto the Lord , for He is good,                                  
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A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION     2 Tim 4:22 LSB 201 

 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 202 

 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 
  

The Lord be with you.                    

Bless we the Lord.                

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

- -gra cious un to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors LSB 339 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 text and tune: LSB 332 
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END NOTES 
LSB 332: Text (sts. 3, 6–7) © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8) © 1978 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

Setting (st. 3) Musae Sioniae IX/2; (st. 7) Hymnodia Sionia 11 

LSB 339: Text © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002372 

 Tune © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002372 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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