
 

 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

September 20, 2020 
  

On innumerable occasions a whole Christian community has been shattered be-

cause it has lived on the basis of a wishful image. Certainly serious Christians 

who are put in a community for the first time will often bring with them a very 

definite image of what Christian communal life should be, and they will be anx-

ious to realize it. But God’s grace quickly frustrates such dreams. A great disillu-

sionment with others, with Christians in general, and if we are fortunate, with 

ourselves, is bound to overwhelm us as surely as God desires to lead us to an un-

derstanding of genuine Christian community.  

By sheer grace God will not permit us to live in a dream world even for a few 

weeks and to abandon ourselves to those blissful experiences and exalted moods 

that sweep over us like a wave of rapture. For God is not a God of emotionalism, 

but the God of truth.  

Only that community which enters into the experience of this great disillusion-

ment with all its unpleasant and evil appearances begins to be what it should be 

in God’s sight, begins to grasp in faith the promise that is given to it. The sooner 

this moment of disillusionment comes over the individual and the community, 

the better for both. […]  

Those who love their dream of a Christian community more than the Christian 

community itself become destroyers of that Christian community even though 

their personal intentions may be ever so honest, earnest and sacrificial. 

Christian community means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. 

There is no Christian community that is more than this, and none that is less than 

this. Whether it be a brief, single encounter or the daily community of many 

years, Christian community is solely this. We belong to one another only through 

and in Jesus Christ.  

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Life Together, p. 35 

 

Father in Heaven, 

Hear our prayer. 

We have brought so much 

anxiety upon ourselves.  

We worry and count and 

cry and count again.  

You have promised to pro-

vide for all our needs of 

body and soul.  

You have promised,  

not we.  

Give us again Your Holy 

Spirit, that we may trust 

in You, receive all things 

in faith, and cling always 

to Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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PRELUDE 

Partita on “Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan” Johann Pachelbel (1653–1706) 
 text and tune: LSB 760 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 
Standing 

HYMN 

O Holy Spirit, Enter In LSB 913 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneeling 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His author-

ity, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 

Inclina Domine Ps 86:4; antiphon: Ps 86:1a, 2b–3 

Bow down Thine ear, O Lord, hear me: 

O Thou, my God, save Thy servant that trusteth in Thee. 

Be merciful to me, O Lord: for I cry unto Thee daily. 

℣ Rejoice the soul of Thy servant: for unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 170 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

 O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your Church; 

and because she cannot continue in safety without Your aid, preserve her evermore by 

Your help and goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 17:8–16 

Then the word of the Lord came to [Elijah], “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to 

Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he arose 

and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there 

gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may 

drink.” And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of 

bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a 

handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks 
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that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” And Elijah 

said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and 

bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the 

Lord the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be 

empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” And she went and did as Elijah 

said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour was not spent, 

neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by 

Elijah. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Bonum est confiteri Ps 92:1–2; Ps 108:1 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord:  

and to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High. 

℣ To show forth Thy lovingkindness in the morning:  

and Thy faithfulness every night. 

℣ O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. 

EPISTLE Galatians 5:25—6:10 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, pro-

voking one another, envying one another. 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 

him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one an-

other’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when 

he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to 

boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own 

load. 

One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not 

be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one 

who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 

Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in 

due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 

good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

ALLELUIA     Jn 6:68 LSB 173 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:24–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

 

 [Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money. 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the 

body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are 

you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 

nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, 

saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the 

Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. 

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

What God Ordains Is Always Good LSB 760 
 introduction: Johann Pachelbel 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 What God ordains is always good: 

    Though I the cup am drinking 

Which savors now of bitterness, 

    I take it without shrinking. 

        For after grief 

        God gives relief, 

My heart with comfort filling 

And all my sorrow stilling. 

6 What God ordains is always good: 

    This truth remains unshaken. 

Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 

    I shall not be forsaken. 

        I fear no harm, 

        For with His arm 

He shall embrace and shield me; 

So to my God I yield me. 

SERMON 
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 

very God of very God,     Col 2:9 

begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 

who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 

He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 

and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 

whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 

who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 

and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 

  



PAGE 10 

OFFERING 

Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston. 

https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON 

Exspectans exspectavi Ps 40:1–3 

I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

And He hath put a new song in my mouth to the Lord our God. 

Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; de-

liver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 

had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 

MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 

gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 

MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 180 
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Qui manducat Jn 6:56 

He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood,  

dwelleth in Me, and I in Him, saith the Lord. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
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All Depends on Our Possessing LSB 732 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt His wisdom never; 

As God wills, so be it ever; 

    I commit to Him my way. 

6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
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How Firm a Foundation LSB 728 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salu-

tary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 

the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee LSB 750 
 introduction: J.S. Bach, BWV 691 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 

    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 

That he whose hopes meet no denial 

    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 

And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 

To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 

    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought 

Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 

POSTLUDE 

Wer nur den lieben Gott läßt walten, BWV 647 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 750 
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END NOTES 
Introit: Mode I 

Gradual: Modes V–III 

Offertory antiphon: Mode II 

Communion antiphon: Mode VI 

LSB 618: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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