St. Michael and All Angels
September 27, 2020
Keep, O Lord, we beseech Thee,
under the shadow of Thy wings,
ourselves, our relations and friends,
that we may obey Thy will,
and enjoy Thy Presence always.
Compass us about with Thy holy angels.
Shield us with the armor of Thy righteousness
upon the right hand and upon the left.
Deliver us from the snares of the evil one,
and grant us to pass this day,
and all the days of our life,
without stumbling and without offence;
for Thine it is, O Lord, to pity and to save,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

That the entire world is not a mass of flames, that all
towns and villages are not lying in a heap of ruins, we
owe to the working and doing of good angels. They are
far more sensible and wise than the evil angels, because
they have a mirror in which they look, a mirror the devil
does not have. It is called facies Patris, the face of our
Lord God. This is why one good angel is far wiser than
all the devils put together. The good angels are much
mightier too; for they stand in the presence of Him
Whose name is Omnipotens, the Almighty.
Martin Luther
Sermon preached on St. Michael’s Day at the Feste Coburg
during the critical days of the Diet at Augsburg, 1530

PRELUDE
Concerto in d, BWV 596—I. [Allegro]—Grave—Fuge

Antonio Vivaldi, arr. J.S. Bach
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HYMN
Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken
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Swift as lightning falls the tyrant
From his heav’nly perch on high,
As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry
Floods the earth and fills the sky.
Wounded by a wound eternal
Now his judgment has drawn nigh!
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Jesus, send Your angel legions
When the foe would us enslave.
Hold us fast when sin assaults us;
Come, then, Lord, Your people save.
Overthrow at last the dragon;
Send him to his fiery grave.

INVOCATION
P
C

1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneeling
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
Standing

INTROIT
Benedicite Domino

Ps 103:21; antiphon: Ps 103:20

Bless the Lord all ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of His Word.
℣ Bless ye the Lord, all ye His hosts: ye ministers of His that do His pleasure.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29

SALUTATION & COLLECT

2 Tm 4:22

LSB 170

LSB 172

PAGE 5

P

Let us pray.
Everlasting God, You have ordained and constituted the service of angels and men in
a wonderful order. Mercifully grant that, as Your holy angels always serve and worship You in heaven, so by Your appointment they may also help and defend us here
on earth; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sitting

OLD TESTAMENT
Daniel 10:10–14; 12:1–3
And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. And he
said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand
upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood
up trembling. Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your
heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and
I have come because of your words. The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there
with the kings of Persia, and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people
in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come. …”
“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time.
But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written
in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars
forever and ever.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Angelis suis

Ps 91:11; Ps 103:1; Is 6:3

He hath given His angels charge over thee: to keep thee in all thy ways.
℣ Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me bless His holy name.
℣ Alleluia! And one cried unto another and said,
“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts:
the whole earth is full of His glory, alleluia.”
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EPISTLE
Revelation 12:7–12
Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated and there was no longer any place for
them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and
his angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have
come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night
before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens
and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to
you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE
Summe Rex Christe
Christ, high King of all the angel company!
We beseech Thee, hear our voices raised to Thee.
Thee we confess o’er every other,
The Head o’er all the heavenly progeny.
Oh, intercede before Thy Father
To send us help in need and misery.
By the Father Thou art given
Power as of the Prince of heaven,
Sinful souls to save, and to deliver us.
We beseech Thee, Who hast made us:
Send Thy holy host to aid us,
Let them hedge us round about and cover us:
Lest the world and Satan
Have the power to do us harm,
And against them our feeble faith disarm.
But Thy Word let propser,
And be taught in truth aright,
As it is taught before God’s holy sight.

Guard us by Thine angels’ keeping,
In waking and in sleeping,
Keep our hearts humble all,
Lest in presumption we should slip and fall:
As of old the haughty devil
With all his spirits evil
Fell from their heavenly claim,
And of good angels wicked devils came.
Hear us, O Christ, true God,
Mighty Redeemer:
From every wicked plot
And the deceiver
Keep and preserve us ’neath Thy sheltering wing
Through heavenly angels, and hear us sing:
“Salvation to the King,
Our Lord forever!”
Our highest thanks we bring
To God the Father,
Who gave us mortals Christ, and in all ill
By all His holy angels keeps us still,
And forever.
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Standing

ALLELUIA

Jn 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL
P
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Matthew 18:1–11

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say
to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to
sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with
two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin,
tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes
to be thrown into the hell of fire.
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man came to save the
lost.”
P
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Lord God, to Thee We Give All Praise
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As he of old deceived the world
And into sin and death has hurled,
So now he subtly lies in wait
To undermine both Church and state.

7

But watchful is the angel band
That follows Christ on ev’ry hand
To guard His people where they go
And break the counsel of the foe.

6

A roaring lion, round he goes,
No halt nor rest he ever knows;
He seeks the Christians to devour
And slay them by his dreadful pow’r.

8

For this, now and in days to be,
Our praise shall rise, O Lord, to Thee,
Whom all the angel hosts adore
With grateful songs forevermore.

SERMON
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Standing

NICENE CREED
C
I believe in one God, Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4
the Father Almighty, Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3
maker of heaven and earth Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1
and of all things visible and invisible. Col 1:16
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Rm 10:9
the only-begotten Son of God, Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16
begotten of His Father before all worlds, Jn 1:2
God of God, Light of Light, Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1
very God of very God, Col 2:9
begotten, not made, Jn 1:2
being of one substance with the Father, Jn 10:30
by whom all things were made; Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3
who for us men and for our salvation 1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23
came down from heaven Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Lk 1:34–35
and was made man; Jn 1:14
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18
He suffered and was buried. Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9
and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55
And He will come again with glory Mt 26:64
to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12
whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Pt 1:11
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
the Lord and giver of life, Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Jn 15:26
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16–17
who spoke by the prophets. Ez 11:5
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Eph 4:5
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18
and the life T of the world to come. Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42
Amen. Ps 106:48
Kneeling

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sitting

OFFERING
Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston.
https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving
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OFFERTORY ANTIPHON
Stetit angelus

Rev 8:3–4

An Angel stood at the altar of the Temple, having a golden censer in his hand,
and there was given unto him much incense.
And the smoke of the incense ascended up before God.
Standing

OFFERTORY

PREFACE

Ps 51:10–12

2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136

LSB 176
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Through Him Your majesty is praised by all the holy angels and celebrated
with one accord by the heavens and all the powers therein. The cherubim and
seraphim sing Your praise, and with them we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the allavailing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

Mt 6:9–13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but T deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

Jn 20:19

Jn 1:29
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Benedicite omnes angeli

Dan 3:58

O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:
praise Him and exalt Him above all forever.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Wide Open Stand the Gates
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I Walk in Danger All the Way

5

I walk with Jesus all the way,
His guidance never fails me;
Within His wounds I find a stay
When Satan’s pow’r assails me;
And by His footsteps led,
My path I safely tread.
No evil leads my soul astray;
I walk with Jesus all the way.
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My walk is heav’nward all the way;
Await, my soul, the morrow,
When God’s good healing shall allay
All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow.
Then, worldly pomp, begone!
To heav’n I now press on.
For all the world I would not stay;
My walk is heav’nward all the way.
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Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
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NUNC DIMITTIS

Lk 2:29–32

LSB 182

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Num 6:24–26
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
Stars of the Morning, So Gloriously Bright

POSTLUDE
Concerto in d, BWV 596—III. [Allegro]

PAGE 18

LSB 520

Antonio Vivaldi, arr. J.S. Bach

END NOTES
Introit: Mode III
Gradual: Mode III–VII
Sequence: Mode VII; Alcuin of York, 8th c., corr. Hermann Bonnus; tr. Matthew Carver
Offertory antiphon: Mode I
Communion antiphon: Mode III
LSB 521: Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
Text: © Peter M. Prange. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 639: Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 756: Text (sts. 4–5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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