Benedicta sit
The Feast of the Holy Trinity
June 7, 2020
O God,
You have trodden our iniquities underfoot
and have cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.
You have forgotten as You have forgiven.
The rising sun is not darkened by my dark yesterday;
my hot rebellion of yesteryear
has not dried this year’s compassionate rain
or parched the teeming earth on which I walk.
Oh, still this guilty memory of mine,
this dark and unadmitted doubt of You,
this questioning of Your forgiveness
and Your forgetting.
Oh, do not let them rise again to torment me,
those harsh defacements of my fellowman,
those words that flew,
arrows fiery with my anger,
those proud and brittle clashes
of me against my neighbor,
those ragged neglects of simple duty.
Your Son’s cross stands empty against the sky.
Your Son’s grave is opened wide.
Your angels have spoken.
And Your Son sits at Your right hand
for me, for me.

Ordinary language fails us when we come to
speak of the life and happiness of the divine
Trinity, who share everything without dividing
it. Each of the three is God, yet there is but one
God. Their loving union is so intimate that They
have but one nature, one existence, one life; everything except what pertains to their distinct
personalities is common to each. In short, the life
of God is an ecstatic union of knowledge and
love—complete and infinite happiness. God has
no need of anything more; His joy and happiness are such that nothing could increase them.
Yet, in His infinite goodness, He decided to
share them with somebody else. And so, out of
the nothingness that was not God, He created
us. It is true, that God could not without contradiction act for a motive less than Himself; being
infinite Truth, He cannot deny His own supremacy. But, in planning all creation for His own
glory, He decided to glorify Himself by making
His creatures happy. And when His creatures revolted against His plan, He went further in beneficence and arranged to find His glory in His
mercy. And that is a fundamental principle that
must never be forgotten: God made the world for
His own glory; but He glorifies Himself in this life by
His mercy.
M. Eugene Boylan
This Tremendous Lover p. 6

Let me remember this;
let me forget.
Martin H. Franzmann
“To Forget Past Sins”
Pray for Joy, p. 23

PRELUDE
Fugue in E-flat, BWV 876/2

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
T T T

The Divine Service, Setting Three • LSB 184
Standing

HYMN
Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

5

From Thy high celestial home,
Judge of all, again returning,
We believe that Thou shalt come
On that final judgment morning,
When Thy voice shall shake the earth
And the startled dead come forth.

LSB 940

6

Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray,
By a thousand snares surrounded;
Keep us without sin today,
Never let us be confounded.
Lo, I put my trust in Thee;
Never, Lord, abandon me.

D 7 Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
Though in essence only one,
Undivided God we claim Thee
And, adoring, bend the knee
While we own the mystery.
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INVOCATION
P
C

1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
P
P
C
P
C

1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Heb 10:22
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
Ps 124:8
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Ps 32:5

Kneeling
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Jn 20:19–23
Amen.

C
Standing

INTROIT
Benedicta sit

Ps 8:1; antiphon: Tob 12:6

Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity:
let us give glory to Him because He hath showed His mercy to us.
℣ O Lord, our Lord: how excellent is Thy name in all the earth.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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KYRIE
Kyrie! God Father

Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13

LSB 942

T

The churches among us teach [...] that there is one divine essence
which is called God and is God: eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, of
immeasurable power, wisdom and goodness, the creator and preserver of all things, visible and invisible. Yet there are three persons, coeternal and of the same essence and power: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Augsburg Confession,
Art. 1, par. 1-3
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
All Glory Be to God On High

SALUTATION & COLLECT

Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29

LSB 947

2 Tm 4:22

LSB 189
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P

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of
the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the
power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all
adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now
and forever.

Sitting

OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 6:1–7
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up;
and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts!”
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had
taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Benedictus es

Dan 3:55–56

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, Which beholdest the great deep: and sittest upon the Cherubim.
℣ Blessed art Thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven: and above all to be praised
and glorified forever.

T
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The churches among us teach [...] that there is one divine essence which
is called God and is God: eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, of immeasurable power, wisdom and goodness, the creator and preserver of all things,
visible and invisible. Yet there are three persons, coeternal and of the
same essence and power: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Augsburg Confession,
Art. 1, par. 1-3

EPISTLE
Romans 11:33–36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE
Benedicta semper
Blessed be forever the Holy Trinity,
Deity and perfect Unity,
One in glory equally.
God, the Father, Son, Spirit, Holy One:
three we own the Persons, mingling none,
yet confess the Essence One:
God, Begetting One; God, Begotten Son;
and in both, the Holy Ghost abides,
Deity that naught divides.
For not three Gods do we own;
there is one true God alone.
As the Father, so the Son is Lord,
And the Holy Ghost is Lord.
Be the Persons three distinguished,
but the Essence confessed a Unity:
One in power undiminished,
majesty, and honor eternally.
The stars, and earth’s terrains, seas and plains—
all creation He in His mighty hand contains;
The fiends in Hades drear Him revere;
at His mention the deep abysses quake in fear.

Let all tongues acclaim Him holy,
and all voices sound forth His worship due,
To Whom sun and moon bow lowly,
Who is praised by all heaven’s retinue.
And all we, likewise raising our voices in praising
in concert melodious
answer the hymn intoned:
Glory! O glory! We come, Lord, before Thee
rejoicing to lift our praise
to Thee, on high enthroned.
O TRINITY MOST WORSHIPFUL!
O UNITY MOST VENERABLE!
By Thee were we created, very Eternity!
By Thee were we redeemed, consummate
Charity!
Save all Thy people who trust in Thee,
and those, Lord, whom Thou hast set free,
then sanctify!
Thee we adore, O almighty God;
wherefore we sing: All glory, laud,
and praise to Thee
For everlasting ages be, world without end.

Standing

ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL
P

John 3:1–17

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you,
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

T
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Have you noticed how in all that we [say] of the Holy Trinity we
[speak] of what God does? He is the living God and is known best by
His actions—above all, His redeeming action in Christ. It is in His actions that God has revealed Himself as a three-personed God, and we
confess the mystery of the Holy Trinity most fully when we speak of
His actions. We can’t make much sense of the relationship. For that
reason the Apostles’ Creed is the greatest of the three ecumenical
creeds, for it declares quite simply what the triune God does: creates,
redeems, sanctifies. God rings through most clearly in these great saving verbs.
Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel
Selected Sermons of Norman Nagel, p. 157

HYMN OF THE DAY
I Bind Unto Myself Today

LSB 604
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Sitting

SERMON
Standing

CREDO
We All Believe In One True God
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Sitting

OFFERING
Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston.
https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving
Standing

OFFERTORY

Ps 51:10–12

LSB 192

Kneeling

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C
P
C

Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as
Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and
grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the
pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives.
Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious
name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are
blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith
that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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P

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the
midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and
sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend
[Elizabeth, Ron, Jin Sun, Susan, Marta, Rita, Norma, Rosie, Charlie, Marilyn, Betty,
Ranel, Li, Pauline, Diane, and Paul)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all
times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in
You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may
be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may
ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to
turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now
and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.

Standing

PREFACE
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2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136
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P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord. In the confession of the only
true God, we worship the Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
Isaiah, Mighty Seer In Days of Old

Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10

LSB 960

PAGE 13

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Mt 6:9–13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but T deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

Jn 20:19

T
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This meal is our theophany, the appearance of the triune God among us
for our salvation, the revelation of his hidden glory, the visible manifestation of his holiness.
Rev. Dr. John Kleinig
Worship and the Way of Holiness, p. 6

AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, Pure and Holy

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS.

Jn 1:29

LSB 434

Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay

LSB 505
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Holy, Holy, Holy

LSB 507

NUNC DIMITTIS
In Peace and Joy I Now Depart

LSB 938
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Lk 2:29–32

THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

A

C

Ps 107:1

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SALUTATION

BENEDICAMUS

BENEDICTION

2 Tim 4:22

Ps 103:1

Num 6:24–26

PAGE 17

RECESSIONAL HYMN
We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God

POSTLUDE
Fuga a 5 con pedale pro organo pleno, BWV 552/2
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Johann Sebastian Bach

END NOTES
Introit: Mode VIII
Gradual: Tone VI
Sequence: Mode VIII; Text: Notker Balbulus (9th cent.), tr. Matthew Carver
LSB 942: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 947: Text © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 960: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 938: Text (st. 1) © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002372
LSB 941: Text © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110002372
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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