Pentecost
May 31, 2020
May the very God of all things,
who spoke by the Holy Spirit,
through the prophets,
and sent Him forth upon the apostles in
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost,
send Him forth now upon you also.
May He guard us through the Spirit,
imparting His bounty in common to all of us,
so as to exhibit always the fruits of the Holy
Spirit:
charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faith, mildness, chastity,
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Him, together with
the Holy Spirit, be glory to the Father, now
and always and forever and ever.
Amen.
St. Cyril of Jerusalem

About fifteen years ago I had the distinct honor of starting a
prairie fire because I had carelessly burned trash on a windy
day. As foolish as I still feel, I found out that a lot of otherwise
intelligent people have done the same thing. At first, I thought
I could put the fire out myself by stamping with my feet on the
ground. It was useless. Several fields were soon ablaze. The
Holy Ghost works like that prairie fire. We cannot see the Holy
Ghost. Now He is in one part of the world and then another.
We cannot predict where He will work. He cannot be stopped.
Jesus told Nicodemus that he could not see the Holy Spirit, but
he could hear Him. Wherever Christians are hearing the story
about Jesus, where people are being baptized, and where they
are celebrating the communion of the Lord’s Body and Blood,
there the Holy Ghost is at work. The church that preaches Jesus Christ is the temple of the Holy Spirit. This is what we
mean when we confess in the Creed that we believe in the
Holy Ghost, the holy Christian church. No one could see the
Son of God until He became a Man in the person of that Carpenter and Rabbi from Nazareth. When you see Jesus, you see
the Son of God, and whoever sees the Son of God sees the Father who is in Jesus. Wherever there are Christians confessing
that Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father, there you have the
assurance that the Holy Ghost is at work. On this Feast of Pentecost, we are here to honor and worship the person of the
Holy Ghost as He is in Himself. For a moment we step into the
hidden mysteries of the Holy Trinity to adore God as He is in
Himself. The God who created the heaven and the earth and
redeemed you in Christ takes your hand and by the Holy
Spirit leads you into the company and fellowship of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Rev. Dr. David P. Scaer
“Who Proceedeth from the Father and the Son”
In Christ, Vol. I, p.160

PRELUDE
Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott

Matthias Weckmann (c. 1616–1674)

text and tune: LSB 497
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Standing

HYMN
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest

5

Drive far away our wily foe,
And Your abiding peace bestow;
With You as our protecting guide,
No evil can with us abide.

LSB 498

6

Teach us to know the Father, Son,
And You, from both, as Three in One
That we Your name may ever bless
And in our lives the truth confess.

D 7 Praise we the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, with them One,
And may the Son on us bestow
The gifts that from the Spirit flow!

INVOCATION
P
C
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1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneeling
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
Standing

INTROIT
Spiritus Domini

Ps 68:1; antiphon: Wis 1:7, Ps 68:3

The Spirit of the Lord filleth the world, alleluia.
Let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God:
yea, let them exceedingly rejoice, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
℣ Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered:
let them also that hate Him flee before Him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

T

For fifty days after Easter it is granted to us to live in the paschal joy, to
experience time as the feast. And then comes the “last and great” day of
Pentecost and with it our return into the real time of this world. At
Vespers of that day the Christians are ordered—for the first time since
Easter—to kneel. The night is approaching, the night of time and history,
of the daily effort, of the fatigue and temptations, of the whole inescapable
burden of life.
Alexander Schmeman,
For the Life of the World: Sacraments and Orthodoxy. P. 58-59

PAGE 3

KYRIE

PAGE 4

Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13
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CANTICLE
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SALUTATION & COLLECT

P

2 Tm 4:22

LSB 172

Let us pray.
O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending
them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a
right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sitting

OLD TESTAMENT
Genesis 11:1–9
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from
the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone,
and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with
its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the
face of the whole earth.” And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of man had built. And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all
one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their
language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” So the Lord dispersed them
from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name
was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from
there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Emitte Spiritum
Alleluia, alleluia.
℣ O send forth Thy Spirit and they shall be made:
and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth, alleluia.
℣ Come, Holy Ghost, and fill the hearts of Thy faithful people,
and kindle in them the fire of Thy love, alleluia.
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Ps 104:30

LESSON
Acts 2:1–21
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because
each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear,
each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For
these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is
what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams;
even on my male servants and female servants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
And I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.’”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SEQUENCE
Sancti Spiritus
May the Holy Ghost on us shed His heavenly grace!
And for His own indwelling create in us a holy place,
from out our hearts expelling all spiritual
unrighteousness.
Spirit all-gracious, true Enlightener of men!
Purge all the traces of the heart-borne shades of sin.
O Friend of wisdom, ever appointing prudent thoughts
to fill the mind,
In mercy by Thy blest anointing let our senses be
refined.
Thou Spirit of cleansing, at Whose power no shame or
wickedness can stay,
the eye of the inward person scour, whatever impairs it
cleanse away.
Make us holy and able to espy God the Father high,
Who may solely by such a heart be seen as is pure and
clean.
The Prophets by Thine inspiring, as heralds of Christ’s
siring, foretold the glorious Savior’s birth;
the Apostles Thy flame did strengthen their footsteps
far to lengthen, Christ’s cross to bear through all
the earth.

When in creation God’s hand did fashion, earth and
heaven and the oceans by His Word,
then by Thy sending Thy grace impending, power was
given, and upon the waters poured.
Thy breath doth quicken, makes waters thicken with life
plentiful.
By breathing tender, Thou men dost render beings
spiritual.
Worlds divided Thou hast united, made one, O Lord,
men’s rites and languages;
Thou by calling the lost and falling, dost teach them,
Wondrous Master, God’s true praise.
Wherefore, Spirit all-gracious, be Thou propitious, hear
Thy servants who cry out to Thee,
for without Thee our praying ever is straying, and
unworthy of God’s sanctity.
Thou Who didst embrace every generation with the
heavenly grace of Thy pure exhalation, and a host
of saints upraise—
Thou didst on this Day to the Apostles’ station
wondrous gifts convey, known by never a nation,
by unheard-of means and ways,
Conferring on this Day such glorious praise.
May the Holy Ghost on us shed His heavenly grace!

Standing

ALLELUIA

Jn 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL
P

LSB 173

John 14:23–31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love
him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does
not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.
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“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you
would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. And
now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. I
will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on
me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord

LSB 497
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Sitting

SERMON
Standing

NICENE CREED
C
I believe in one God, Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4
the Father Almighty, Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3
maker of heaven and earth Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1
and of all things visible and invisible. Col 1:16
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Rm 10:9
the only-begotten Son of God, Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16
begotten of His Father before all worlds, Jn 1:2
God of God, Light of Light, Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1
very God of very God, Col 2:9
begotten, not made, Jn 1:2
being of one substance with the Father, Jn 10:30
by whom all things were made; Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3
who for us men and for our salvation 1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23
came down from heaven Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Lk 1:34–35
and was made man; Jn 1:14
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18
He suffered and was buried. Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9
and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55
And He will come again with glory Mt 26:64
to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12
whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Pt 1:11
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
the Lord and giver of life, Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Jn 15:26
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16–17
who spoke by the prophets. Ez 11:5
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Eph 4:5
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18
and the life T of the world to come. Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42
Amen. Ps 106:48
Kneeling

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sitting
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OFFERING
Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston.
https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving
Standing

OFFERTORY

PREFACE

C

Ps 51:10–12

2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136

LSB 176

LSB 177

And with your spir- it.
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who ascended above the heavens and, sitting at Your right hand, poured out on
this day the promised Holy Spirit on His chosen disciples. For all this the whole earth
rejoices with exceeding joy. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

SANCTUS

Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Mt 6:9–13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but T deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

LSB 178

Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

Jn 20:19

Jn 1:29

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Come Down, O Love Divine

LSB 180

LSB 180

LSB 501
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NUNC DIMITTIS

Lk 2:29–32

LSB 182

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A

C

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together
with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which
has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
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Num 6:24–26

LSB 183

RECESSIONAL HYMN
O Day Full of Grace

POSTLUDE
Fantasia super: Komm, Heliger Geist, Herre Gott, BWV 651
text and tune: LSB 497

LSB 503

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685–1750)

END NOTES
Introit: Mode VIII
Gradual: Tone VI
Sequence: Mode VIII; text: Notker Balbulus; tr. Matthew Carver
LSB 497: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 503: Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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