
Viri Galileii 
The Ascension of Our Lord 

May 21, 2020 
  

Eternal monarch, King most high, 
Whose blood hath brought redemption nigh, 
By Whom the death of Death was wrought, 
And conquering grace’s battle fought: 

Ascending to the throne of might, 
And seated at the Father’s right, 
All power in heaven is Jesus’ own, 
That here His manhood had not known. 

That so, in nature’s triple frame, 
Each heavenly and each earthly name, 
And things in hell’s abyss abhorred, 
May bend the knee and own Him Lord. 

Yea, angels tremble when they see 
How changed is our humanity, 
That flesh hath purged what flesh hath stained, 
And God, the flesh of God, hath reigned. 

Be Thou our joy and strong defense, 
Who art our future recompense: 
So shall the light that springs from Thee 
Be ours through all eternity. 

All glory, Lord, to Thee we pay, 
Ascending over the stars today; 
All glory, as is ever meet, 
To Father and to Paraclete. 
Amen. 

Aeterne Rex altissime, 5th cent. hymn 
tr. John Mason Neale 

  
Jesus didn’t travel thousands of miles like a space 
rocket. He rose up a little way above the earth and 
a cloud received Him out of their sight. All that 
was gone was the sight of Jesus. The cloud means 
that He is no longer within our ordinary limits. 
Jesus is now present and does things the whole 
range of God’s way of being present and doing 
things while remaining a man, but a man fulfilled 
and glorified. We confess this when we say that 
“He sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.”  
 
The right hand is not some particular place as we 
think of, but the exercise of the whole power of 
God, which is now in the hands of Jesus. 
So the ascension does not mean that Jesus has 
gone away. Quite the opposite. He is with us now 
even more powerfully than when men saw Him. 
We live, then, in the presence of our ascended, 
ever-present Lord. Because He is with us, we 
cannot be destroyed. Jesus has made the way to 
victory for us. He leads us that way, gives us 
strength and courage for it, and finally brings us 
to the bright cloud of heaven. We go on, then, 
from the ascension as did the first disciples “with 
great joy” (Luke 24:52). 

Norman Nagel 
Selected Sermons of Norman Nagel  

p. 145-146 
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PRELUDE 
Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 676 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 947 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Three  •  LSB 184 
Standing 

HYMN 
Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Jn 1:8–9; Mt 16:19; 18:18 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us for-
giveness. Heb 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Ps 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Ps 32:5  
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Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bit-
ter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Jn 20:19–23 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 
Viri Galileii Ps 47:1; antiphon: Acts 1:11 

Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven, alleluia? 
This same Jesus, Which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ O clap your hands, all ye people: shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 

Kyrie! God Father LSB 942 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 
All Glory Be to God On High LSB 947 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 189 

 

 

 

P Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 
Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT 2 Kings 2:5–15 
The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do 

you know that today the Lord will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, 
“Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 
went on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from 
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up 
and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of 
them could go over on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 
And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, 
it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on 
and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! 
The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. And he took up the 
cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 
Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, 
“Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 
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Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they 
said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the 
ground before him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Ascendit Deus Ps 47:8; Ps 68:18 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
℣ God is gone up with a merry noise: and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet, 
alleluia. 
℣ The Lord is among them as in the holy places of Sinai, He is gone up on high: 
He hath led captivity captive, alleluia. 

READING                                                                                                               Acts 1:1–11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, un-

til the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Fa-
ther has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as 
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

[Jesus] fasted for forty days before the death of His body as if to say: “Abstain from 
the desires of the world,” but He ate and drank during the forty days after the 
Resurrection of His body as if to say: “Behold, I am with you…even to the 
consummation of the world.” 

St. Augustine 
from Sermon 263, 4 

T 
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SEQUENCE 
Summi triumphum 

For Christ the High King’s victory  
this day we adore Him, 

Who, hell having broken, holds in token the 
scepters both of heaven and earth; 

Who bearing sin for us, to restore us hath paid 
Himself the price all worth. 

He it is Who rightly our Jeduthun we may call, 
For as one sprightly He surmounted all lightly the 

mountains of Bethel tall. 
He made a leap from heaven into the Virgin’s 

womb, and even the sea of our flesh and 
blood: 

Then, that sea assuaging, by His power our ills 
engaging, He overleapt the raging, black 
billows of Hades’ flood. 

There He freed the impounded, and hell’s prince 
from dominion hurled, 

And the depths surmounted with faithful hosts 
uncounted, by His brightness to light the 
world. 

The Victor, captive, drew His foe whence He 
found him, and in shackles bound him. 

His body, risen, new was then manifested and by 
friends attested. 

Finally, on this day He leapt higher than man had 
stepped, making course adept over the clouds 
and the starry sphere. 

Therefore His faithful people keep festival to that 
leap, when their Jeduthun, Christ, Very God 
and Son, in flesh all-holy took our flesh lowly 
with Him on high to heaven’s lofty throne. 

In godly fear they sigh till He as Judge returneth, 
as the disciples heard, when two angels told 
them: 

“This Jesus, gone on high, as now your eye 
discerneth—He shall so come again as ye here 
behold Him.” 

Now with voice entreating pray we our Jeduthun, 
graciously to mend us: 

That, He, Who is sitting upon the highest throne, 
would His Spirit send us, 

And at the age’s end forevermore defend us and 
attend us. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 
 

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, be-
ginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.” 
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Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While 
he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped 
him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 
begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 
who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48  
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
See, the Lord Ascends In Triumph LSB 494 

 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

SERMON 
  

The Child of the manger, the praying heart on the starlit lanes of 
Galilee, the hunger in the wilderness, the weariness of the Sychar Well, 
the tears of the Garden and the Hill, the thirst of the Cross - all over 
now [. . .] The robes of the Transfiguration once momentary, now clothe 
Him forever, and angels and archangels sound the great doxology of 
the Waiting Church: “Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.” 

O.P. Kretzmann 

T 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Standing 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 
was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 
Isaiah, Mighty Seer In Days of Old LSB 960 
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LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 197 

 

 

AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29 
Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build LSB 492 

 

 

 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS Lk 2:29–32 
In Peace and Joy I Now Depart LSB 938 
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THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT Ps 107:1 

 

 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

 

 

BENEDICAMUS Ps 103:1 

 

 

BENEDICTION Num 6:24–26 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious LSB 495 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 715 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 text and tune: LSB 947 

END NOTES 
Introit: Mode VII 
Gradual: Tone VI 
Sequence: Mode I; Text: Notker Balbulus (9th cent.), tr. Matthew Carver 
LSB 491: Tune © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 

Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
LSB 942: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
LSB 947: Text © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
LSB 960: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
LSB 492: Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372 
LSB 938: Text (st. 1) © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002372 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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