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Glory to our ascended Lord,  
that He is with us always. 
Glory to the Word of God,  
going forth with His armies,  
conquering and to conquer. 
Glory to Him who has led captivity 
captive,  
and given gifts for the perfecting of 
His saints. 
Glory to Him who has gone before 
to prepare a place in His Father’s 
Home for us. 
Glory to the Author and Finisher of 
our Faith;  
that God in all things may be glori-
fied through Jesus Christ,  
to whom be all worship and praise, 
dominion and glory;  
now, and forever and ever.  
Amen 
 

Sursum Corda 
1904 

  When the Psalmist says: “Thou hast ascended 
on high,” he expresses but the same truth which 
Christ Himself declares before Pilate, as we 
have seen above, namely: “My kingdom is not 
of this world.” We ought therefore as Christians 
to raise our hearts and thoughts on high, and 
seek first of all with diligence and great anxiety 
this spiritual kingdom; yea, although the field 
of our labor is on earth, where we have our vo-
cation, our family, our cares for the support of 
our temporal existence and the government of 
the State, and the like, yet we ought ever to ful-
fill first this duty, to seek the kingdom of 
heaven. Do we do it?  
The greater portion of mankind is so absorbed, 
with soul and body, in the transactions of this 
life, that but little attention, or none at all, is 
given to the fact that Christ ascended on high. 
The Holy Ghost therefore earnestly desires to 
dispel this groveling spirit, and to teach us the 
truth that Christ did not remain on earth, but 
that He ascended on high, and that conse-
quently we, even while we dwell in the body 
here below, should ascend to Him in our 
thoughts and mind, nor permit the cares of this 
world to burden our hearts. 
 

Martin Luther 
Sermons on the Gospels  

P. 129 
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PRELUDE 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 
Standing 

HYMN 
Christ Sits At God’s Right Hand LSB 564 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Then let us now draw near, 
    Washed in that precious flood 
And enter the Most Holy Place 
    By Jesus’ blood. 
From hearts that are sincere, 
    Let tongues our hope profess, 
And trust anew God’s faithful grace 
    That we confess. 

D 6 All praise to Christ we bring, 
    Our Lord who intercedes, 
Our great High Priest enthroned above 
    Who knows our needs; 
And to the Father sing 
    Our songs of thankful praise, 
Who with the Spirit reigns in love 
    For endless days. 
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INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His author-
ity, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 
Exaudi Domine Ps 27:1; antiphon : Ps 27:8–9 

Consider, O Lord, and hear me, when I cry unto Thee, alleluia; 
unto Thee my hearth hath said, Thy face, Lord, have I sought: 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek; O hide not Thou Thy face from Thy servant,  
alleluia, alleluia. 

℣ The Lord is my light and my salvation: whom then shall I fear? 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

  

Whatever you write is not to my taste unless I read Jesus 
there. Jesus is honey in the mouth, melody in the ear, joy in 
the heart. He is medicine as well! 
 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

T 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 
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CANTICLE LSB 170 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 
without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Fa-
ther; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 36:22–28 
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O 

house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have pro-
faned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great 
name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among 
them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when through 
you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you 
from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse 
you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will re-
move the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my just de-
crees. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and 
I will be your God.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Regnavit Dominus Ps 47:8; Jn 14:18 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
℣ God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon His holy seat, alleluia. 
℣ I will not leave you comfortless: I go away and come again unto you, 
and your heart shall rejoice, alleluia.  
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:7–14 
The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 

sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multi-
tude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one 
who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God sup-
plies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are in-
sulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA     Jn 6:68 LSB 173 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:26—16:4 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

 

[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also 
will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 

“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out 
of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offer-
ing service to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, 
nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told them to you. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
Christ Is the World’s Redeemer LSB 539 

 

 

 

 
Sitting 

SERMON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A more subtle attempt to diminish this water 
comes of embarrassment at its utterly un-
spectacular lowliness: someone is dipped in 
water with a few words. That should get him 
to eternity! […] Lowly simplicity is charac-
teristic of God’s way of doing things. “A car-
nal act with spiritual effect.” 
 

Norman Nagel 
Lured from the Water, the Little Fish Perish 

in Logia: Epiphany 2003, Pp. 5-6 

T 
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Standing 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 
begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 
who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 
 
OFFERING 
Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston. 
https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving 
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Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

 
C And  with your  spir-    it. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 
was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



PAGE 12 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

  

This is now the chief question: In the Lutheran 
Church, which is the primary and most important lo-
cation – the altar or the pulpit? This question is easily 
answered. In the Lutheran service, not the sermon but 
the holy sacrament is the greatest ceremony. The ser-
mon leads to the holy meal since it directs the Chris-
tians to a fervent mystical union with their Christ. […] 
Therefore, the altar is and remains the most important 
location both for the Lutheran church building and 
for the appointments of our worship edifice since it 
gives purpose to the entire holy room. For this reason, 
even the layout of the Lutheran Church is wholly pat-
terned after the older houses of God. 
   

Wilhelm Loehe 
Der Evangelische Geistliche 

II:243-244 
 

 

T 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus LSB 531 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 
with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 
has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus LSB 529 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END NOTES 
LSB 564: Text © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002372 
LSB 529: Text © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110002372 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.  
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