
 

On Prayer 
 

 

 
 
 

Inspired by the lectures of Rev. Dr. John Kleinig 

 
 

“Thus if I pray, I am anticipating a great thing in my prayer. And our prayer pleases God; He requires it and delights in it. He 
promises, commands and shapes it. God cannot get enough of the prayers of the godly. Therefore the prayer of the godly is likened to 
the most attractive odor which one cannot smell enough. Then He says: I will hear.”  

– Martin Luther | Lectures on Isaiah, 1527-30, AE 17, 392-93  



The Privilege of Prayer – Friends of the King  
  

1. How Jesus chooses to work 
 

a. Thinking Divinely 
i. What is Jesus’ plan? How will He carry it out? 

ii. Our own abilities (not good news) 
iii. How can He use us? 

 
b. Supernatural Power 

i. Potential for abuse 
1. Promote ourselves 
2. Manipulate others 
3. __________________ 

ii. Jesus’ solution… 
 
2. Prayer 

 
a. In the Name of Jesus 

i. Prayer does no evil 
ii. Enemies cannot abuse 

 
3. A Royal Priesthood – Direct Access to the King 

 
a. Ancient World – Example 

i. Two Classes of Servants 
1. Friends of the King 
2. Ordinary Bureaucrats 

ii. “You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call 
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed.” – St. John 15:14-16 
 

b. A friend of the King serves as a bridge 
i. You bring the needs of others to God 

ii. You show God to others 
iii. OT Example: Abraham – Genesis 18:17-19 

 

“He will give us 
either what we 
ask, or what He 
knows to be 
more profitable 
to us.” 
 
 - Bernard of 
Clairvaux 



4. Where God has Placed You – The Three Holy Orders 
 
a. We have God’s command to pray. (St. Matthew 7:7-8; 1 Thess. 5:16-18) 

 
b. God has given us specific areas of responsibility in prayer 

i. Family 
ii. Public Life 

iii. Church 
 

c. Being attentive to others according to your station 
 

d. Added benefit: knowing God better 
 

5. Thanksgiving in Prayer 
 
a. “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

(Col. 4:2) 
 

b. We see evil easier than good 
 

c. Devil would have us see only evil 
 

d. Thanking God opens us to see His good and gracious will at work 
 
“Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices / Who wondrous things 
has done, in whom His world rejoices; / Who from our mothers’ arms has blest us on our 
way / With countless gifts of love and still is ours today.” LSB 895 
 
Conclusion 
 Jesus could have chosen to deliver His grace in any way He wanted. 
According to His Divine wisdom, He has chosen to use us, His children. Since 
we can do none of this on our own, God has given us the supernatural power of 
prayer. In the prayer He taught us to pray, and by virtue of our Baptism, we are 
given direct access to our Heavenly Father, King of all creation. Having placed us 
in families and in various vocations, we are given to pray for others and not just 
ourselves, at all times, with thanksgiving, letting our requests be made known to 
God (Phil. 4:6).  
 
 
 



A PRAYER AS YOU GO 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest, You have both taught and commanded 
us to pray; and, seated at the right hand of the Father, you never cease to pray for us on 
our behalf. By Your Holy Spirit, energize us also to pray for those whom you have placed 
in our lives, and give us eyes to see Your goodness at work; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, forever One God, world without end. Amen. 
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The Gift of Prayer  
  

1. Learning from Failure 
 

a. Normally, we learn from accomplishment - not in the school of prayer. 
i. So, how’s your prayer life…? 

ii. Guilt 
iii. Motivation and the unsustainable task – guilt cycle 

 
b. God doesn’t need our prayers 

i. But… 
ii. The devil hates this 

 
c. Failure forces us to depend on Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

 
d. Deaf and dumb 

i. Jesus’ healing 
 

2. Jesus’ Ministry – Public and Private 
 
a. Public  

 
b. Private 

i. St. Luke 5:15-16 
 

c. Jesus in prayer…WHY? 
d. Jesus praying for us – Hebrews 7:24-25 
e. Intercession – praying “through, in, and with” 

 
3. Teaching Us to Pray – Luke 11 

 
a. Giving us His prayer 

i. “When you pray, say…” 
1. Not a theology of prayer – an actual prayer! 
2. “Our Father” – His relationship 

ii. Our needs, not His 
 
 

 

“The angels in heaven 
pray for us, as does 
Christ Himself (Rom 
8:34). So do the saints on 
earth, and perhaps also 
in heaven (Rev 6:9-10.” 
 
 - Smalcald Articles II,26 



b. Unexpected visitors – Jesus’ parable 
i. Our situation – householder 

ii. Who are your unexpected visitors? 
 

c. Giving us His Promises 
i. Commands (ask, seek, knock) 

ii. Help us know what to ask for 
iii. Extra blessings – how to deal with visitors 

 
d. Giving us His Holy Spirit 

i. Is there any one among you…? 
ii. What’s the connection? 

 
4. Receiving the Holy Spirit 

 
a. Receiving vs. Possessing 

 
b. Luther urges us to begin our prayers by asking for the Holy Spirit 

 
5. Holy Scripture & Holy Spirit 

 
a. With the words of Jesus 

 
b. Remaining in Jesus – St. John 15:7 

 
c. Pattern of meditation 

 
d. Holy Spirit and prayer belong together – Romans 8:26-27 

 
 
“Hear us, Father, when we pray, through Your Son and in Your Spirit. / By Your 
Spirit’s Word convey all that we through Christ inherit, / That as baptized heirs we may 
truly pray. / When we know not what to say and our wounded souls are pleading, may 
Your Spirit, night and da, groan within us interceding; / By His sights, too deep for 
words, we are heard.” LSB 773, Ss 1-2 
 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion 
 Prayer is a gift that is known better and better when we are weaker and 
weaker. In our weakness, God makes His strength manifest by His Word and 
through His Spirit. Because we would not know how to pray, Jesus Himself 
teaches us. He gives us His own relationship with His Father; He gives us people 
to pray for; He gives us His promises; and, He even gives us His Holy Spirit. 
Jesus is constantly praying for us, and making our prayers His own.  With Jesus’ 
teaching, by His intercession, and by His Holy Spirit praying within us, our 
prayers are heard and answered, every one. What an amazing gift prayer is. 
 
A PRAYER AS YOU GO 
 

O Heavenly Father, dear God, I am a poor unworthy sinner. I do not deserve to 
raise my eyes or hands toward Thee or to pray. But because Thou hast commanded us all 
to pray and hast promised to hear us and through Thy dear Son Jesus Christ hast taught 
us both how and what to pray, I come to Thee in obedience to Thy Word, trusting in Thy 
gracious promise. I pray in the Name of my Lord Jesus Christ, together with all Thy 
saints and Christians on earth as He has taught us: Our Father Who art in heaven…”. 
Amen. 

    Martin Luther, “A Simple Way to Pray” 
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Working with Jesus in the Name of Jesus 
  

1. Jesus’ Ministry 
 

a. Private 
i. Meditation and prayer 

ii. Listening 
 

b. Public 
i. Does His Father’s work (St. John 8:29ff) 

ii. Speaking and doing 
 
2. The Big Surprise 

 
a. Called to do God’s work together with Jesus 

 
b. How? St. John 14:12-14 

i. This is what Christians do 
ii. Prayer in the Name of Jesus 

iii. Connection between faith and prayer 
 

3. Greater than Which Works? 
 
a. Word and Prayer miracles 

i. Wedding at Cana 
ii. Healing of the official’s son 

iii. Healing of an invalid in Jerusalem (Bethesda) 
iv. Feeding of the 5,000 
v. Jesus brings the sinking boat to shore 

vi. Healing of the man who was blind from birth 
vii. Jesus raises Lazarus (St. John 11:41-43) 

 
b. How can we do greater works than these? 

 
c. Think of what Christ’s Church does! 

 
 
 
 

“Hope, Life, Way, 
Salvation, Understanding, 
Wisdom, Light, Judge, 
Door, Most High, King, 
Precious Stone, Prophet, 
Priest, Messiah, Teacher, 
Spouse, Mediator, Scepter, 
Dove, Hand, Stone, Son, 
and Emmanuel, Vineyard, 
Shepherd, Sheep, Peace, 
Root, Vine-stock, Olive 
Tree, Source, Wall, Lamb, 
Victim, Lion, Intercessor, 
Word, Man, Net, Rock, 
House: Christ Jesus is 
everything. 
 
 (Damasus, 4th Century) 



4. Prayer in the Name of Jesus 
 
a. St. John 16:23-24 

 
b. In the Name 

i. Under His authority 
ii. With His Word 

iii. Together with Him 
iv. Inside the Name… 

 
c. Which Name? 

i. Door 
ii. Way 

iii. Life 
iv. Great Physician… 

 
“Many indeed are the names of our Savior…though the names are many, their Bearer is 
One. It is for the good of each individual that the Savior comes in many characters. For 

to those who need cheering, He proposes Himself as Vine, while He stands as Door 
before those who should be entering. He stands before those who have prayers to pray as 
their mediating High Priest. He is Sheep, again to those with sins upon them, to be slain 
for those sins. He ‘becomes all things to all,’ and yet never changes from what He is in 

His own proper Nature. For He goes on possessing the dignity of Sonship that truly 
resists all change, and at the same time adapts Himself to our infirmities as, shall we say, 

the very kindest of physicians or as an understanding teacher. He really is Lord, not as 
having step by step attained to lordship, but as having by nature the dignity of being 

Lord. He is not called Lord by courtesy as [are some men,] but as being Lord in sheer 
fact, since He bears sway over all that He has Himself created, and the Father wills it 

so…He is Maker first and Lord second. First He made all things by the Father’s will, and 
thereafter is Lord of all He made.” 

Cyril of Jerusalem 
(c.315-386), Catechetical Lectures 

 
 

d. Two ways of mediation 
i. Passing along 

ii. Bringing along 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Doing God’s Work 
 
a. God’s work as holy work 

 
b. God makes our work holy (1 Timothy 4:4) 

 
c. Prayer as uniquely Christian 

 
Conclusion 
 As Christians, we are called to do the work of God the Father with and in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus enables us to do this work in prayer; and not just any prayer, 
but prayer inside His Name. Prayer in the Name of Jesus flows from faith and is 
uniquely connect to it. In prayer, in Jesus and His holy Church, we do greater 
works than Jesus did in healing people of their own infirmities, just as He said. 
This happens as He works through His Church in all the world, baptizing and 
making disciples of all nations. Furthermore, Jesus gives us great confidence in 
our prayers because they are really His prayers. Thus, we can be assured that 
whatever we ask inside His Name, the Father will grant to us. In prayer, God 
sanctifies our lives and the work He would accomplish through us, His children.  
 
A PRAYER AS YOU GO 
 

God of heaven and earth, of angels and archangels, of patriarchs and prophets, 
and apostles, and martyrs, God of confessors, God who has power to give life after death 
and rest after work: because there is no other God than Thee and there can be no other, for 
Thou art the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, of Whose reign there shall be no 
end, we humbly prostrate ourselves before Thy precious mercy…and we beseech Thee to 
deliver us by Thy power from all the tyranny of the demonic spirits, from their snares, 
their lies, and their furious wickedness. Deign, O Lord, to grant us Thy powerful 
protection and to keep us safe and sound. We beseech Thee through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Notes:__________________________________________________________________
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Bringing Others to Jesus in Prayer 
  

1. Introduction - The Church in Prayer 
 

a. For the world 
 

b. For the Church 
i. Congregation 

ii. Family 
iii. Friends, etc. 

 
2. Bringing Others to Jesus 

 
a. Four examples 

i. The Roman Centurion and his servant (Mt. 8:5-13) 
ii. The ruler and his daughter (Mt. 9:18-25) 

iii. The Canaanite woman and her daughter (Mt. 15.21-28) 
iv. The official and his son (Jn. 4:46-54) 

 
b. What can you do… 

i. For those who are unwell? 
ii. For those who have fallen away? 

iii. For unbelievers? 
 

c. The paralytic (Mk. 2:1-12) 
i. What is his situation? 

ii. What is different here? 
iii. The effect of sin 
iv. What we have and “they” do not 
v. Jesus knows best of all what we need. 

 
3. Praying for other Christians 

 
a. 1 John 5:13-17 

i. Who is our “brother?” 
ii. What do we ask of God? 

 
b. What else? 

 

“Our prayer and the 
prayer of all God-fearing 
people in the world do the 
work. Otherwise, if they 
were to cease, God have 
mercy on the world!” 
 
 (Martin Luther, W47,508) 



“Jesus, Advocate on high, sacrificed on Calv’ry’s altar, through Your priestly Blood we 
cry; hear our prayers, though they may falter. Place them on Your Father’s throne as 
Your own. / By Your Spirit now attend to our prayers and supplications, as like incense 
they ascend to Your heav’nly habitations. May their fragrance waft above, God of love.” 
LSB 773, Ss 3-4 
 
Conclusion 
 Christians pray for the world, for the Church, and for one another. As 
those who have direct access to the King, we make intercession for others who 
are not able to make petitions for themselves, as seen repeatedly in Scripture.  
Though we have nothing of our own to give, we, through our prayers, ask of the 
One who can give everything. The world, our neighbors, our friends, and our 
enemies all desperately need our prayers, and it is our privilege to provide them. 
 
A PRAYER AS YOU GO 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, You desire not the death of a sinner but that all 
would repent and live. Hear our prayers for those outside the Church. Take away their 
iniquity, and turn them from their false Gods to You, the living and true God. Gather 
them into Your holy Church to the glory of Your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Notes:__________________________________________________________________
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