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Matins for the Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 
PRELUDE 
Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 1105 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 743 

Matins  •  LSB 219 
Standing 

HYMN 
Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain LSB 435 
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INVITATORY 

 

 Ps 51:15 

 

 Ps 70:1 

 

 

 

VENITE Ps 95:1–7 
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Sitting  

At the end of the game, the king and the pawn 
go back in the same box. 

 
Italian Proverb 

 

T 
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PSALM 122 
 

 I was glad when they | said to me,* 
 “Let us go to the house | of the LORD!” 
Our feet have been | standing* 
 within your gates, O Je- | rusalem! 

 Jerusalem—built as a | city* 
 that is bound firmly to- | gether, 
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,  
 as was decreed for | Israel,* 
 to give thanks to the name | of the Lord. 

 There thrones for judg- | ment were set,* 
 the thrones of the house of | David. 
Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!* 
 “May they be secure who | love you! 

 Peace be with- | in your walls* 
 and security within your | towers!” 
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake* 
 I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!” 

 For the sake of the house of the | Lord our God,* 
 I will | seek your good. 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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OFFICE HYMN 
Jesus, Priceless Treasure LSB 743 

 
 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 
Thou canst not deceive me, 
    Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
    Come not forth again. 
        Past thy hour, 
        O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 
For the Lord of gladness, 
    Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
    Still have peace within. 
        Yea, whate’er 
        I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 
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OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 16:2–21 
 

And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of 
the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you 
have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and 
the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether 
they will walk in my law or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it 
will be twice as much as they gather daily.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Is-
rael, “At evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your 
grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” And Moses said, 
“When the Lord gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, be-
cause the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are we? Your 
grumbling is not against us but against the Lord.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come 
near before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” And as soon as Aaron spoke to the 
whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. And the Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the 
grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” 

In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around 
the camp. And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, 
flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the Lord has given you to eat. This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Gather of it, 
each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the num-
ber of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” And the people of Israel did so. They 
gathered, some more, some less. But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered 
much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered 
as much as he could eat. And Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the 
morning.” But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred 
worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. Morning by morning they gathered it, 
each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  



PAGE 7 

EPISTLE Galatians 4:21–31 
 

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the 
son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born 
through promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. 
One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount 
Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her 
children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, 

 “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 
 break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 
For the children of the desolate one will be more 
 than those of the one who has a husband.” 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who 
was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also 
it is now. But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the 
son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” So, brothers, we 
are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL John 6:1–15 
After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 

Tiberias. And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing 
on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. Now the 
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large 
crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that 
these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. Philip 
answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 
little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” Jesus said, “Have 
the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about 
five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. And 
when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that 
nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments 
from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that 
he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORY FOR LENT 1 Jn 2:1–2; [Mk 10:33]; Ps 32:1 

 

 

 

SERMON 

Standing 

  

The God of Scripture is equally revealed in vulnerability 
and in triumph. This is because both actions are rooted in 
love. God wills us to be broken for the sake of a strength to 
make whole. Divine love is incessantly restless until it 
turns all woundedness into health, all deformity into 
beauty, all embarrassment into laughter. In biblical faith, 
brokenness is never celebrated as an end in itself. God’s 
brokenness is but an expression of a love on its way to 
completion. Hence we never can accept, much less roman-
ticize, the plight of a people rejected by the world as aber-
rant and unfit. They invite us to share in the “groaning of 
all creation” for a redemption yet to be revealed. The para-
dox of the grotesque is that it summons those who are 
whole to be broken and longs for those who are broken to 
be made whole. 
I know why Francis of Assisi had to kiss the leper, why 
Mother Teresa reached out to those dying on the streets of 
Calcutta, why Jean Vanier gives himself without restraint 
to the handicapped. It was nothing to do with charity. It’s 
a concern to touch –and to be touched by—the hidden 
Christ, the One found nowhere else so clearly. It’s a long-
ing to reach out to the grotesque, stroking the bloodied 
head of a slain lamb as its image gradually changes into 
the fierce and kindly face of a Lion whose Name is Love. 
 

Belden C. Lane 
The Solace of Fierce Landscapes, P.35 

 

T 
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BENEDICTUS Lk 1:68–79 

 
Kneeling 

KYRIE Mk 10:47 
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LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COLLECTS 

 

 2 Tim 4:22 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for 
all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merci-
ful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wicked-
ness and live. Graciously behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. With-
draw the scourge of Your wrath and be moved in mercy to turn away this pestilence 
from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Standing 
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BENEDICAMUS [Ps 103:1] 

 

 

BENEDICTION 2 Cor 13:14 

 

 

 

HYMN 
Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 12 

POSTLUDE 
Fantasia super Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 713 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 text and tune: LSB 743 

END NOTES 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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