The Third Sunday after Trinity
June 28, 2020
O God our King,
by the resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ on the first day of the week,
you conquered sin,
put death to flight,
and gave us the hope of everlasting
life:
Redeem all our days by this victory;
forgive our sins, banish our fears,
make us bold to praise you
and to do your will;
and steel us to wait for the
consummation of your kingdom on the
last great Day;
through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

In a church history course my last year at Yale Divinity School, the
professor invited an orthodox priest to lecture. He gave a rather dry
talk on the development of the creeds. At the end of the lecture an
earnest student asked, “Father Theodore, what can one do when one
finds it impossible to affirm certain tenents of the creed?”
The priest looked confused. “Well, you just say it. It’s not that hard
to master. With a little effort, most can quickly learn it by heart.”
“No, you don’t understand,” continued the student, “What am I to
do when I have difficulty affirming parts of the creed – like the Virgin Birth?”
The priest continued to look confused. “You just say it. Particularly
when you have difficulty believing it, you must keep saying it. It
will come to you eventually.”
Exasperatedly, the student, a product of the same church that produced me, and as a representative of the ‘60s, pleaded, “How can I
with integrity affirm a creed in which I do not believe?”
“It’s not ‘your’ creed, young man!” said the priest. “It’s ‘our’ creed.
Keep saying it, for heaven’s sake! Eventually, it may come to you.
For some, it takes longer than for others. How old are you? Twentythree? Don’t be so hard on yourself. There are lots of things that one
doesn’t know at 23. Eventually, it may come to you. Even if it
doesn’t, don’t worry. It’s not ‘your’ creed.
At that moment I realized what was wrong with much of the education I had received. A light shone. I got saved from the ‘60s. I
thanked God that, in my ministry, I was not being left to my own devices. I did not have to think for myself. Saints led the way. As a
theological educator, I need to recover a sense of myself as accountable to the church rather than subservient to the academy. I need to
listen to the church more carefully than to the alleged “issues of the
day.” Only then might we, as leaders of the church, be given to allow our people to arise above the mere contemporary and to engage
in “critical thinking” worthy of the name. Theological education begins by being formed by the saints.
William Willimon.

PRELUDE
Sonata in G, BWV 530—I. Vivace

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
T T T
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Standing

HYMN
I Will Sing My Maker’s Praises
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INVOCATION
P
C

1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneeling
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
Standing
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INTROIT
Respice in me

Ps 25:1–2a; antiphon: Ps 25:16–18

Turn Thee unto me and have mercy upon me: for I am desolate and afflicted.
Look upon my affliction and my pain: and forgive all my sins.
℣ Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul:
O my God, I trust in Thee, let me not be ashamed.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
KYRIE
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Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13

LSB 168

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29
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SALUTATION & COLLECT

P

2 Tm 4:22

LSB 172

Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and
nothing is holy, multiply Your mercy on us that, with You as our ruler and guide, we
may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Sitting

OLD TESTAMENT
Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
and passing over transgression
for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever,
because he delights in steadfast love.
He will again have compassion on us;
he will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea.
You will show faithfulness to Jacob
and steadfast love to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers
from the days of old.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Jacta cogitatum tuum
Cast thy burden upon the Lord: and He shall sustain thee.
℣ I will call upon God; and the Lord shall save me:
He hath delivered my soul in peace.
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Micah 7:18–20

Ps 55:22a, 16, 18a

EPISTLE
1 Peter 5:6–11
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded;
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Standing

ALLELUIA

Jn 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL
P
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Luke 15:1–10

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”
So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is
lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need
no repentance.
“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
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P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Lord, to You I Make Confession

SERMON
Standing

NICENE CREED
C
I believe in one God, Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4
the Father Almighty, Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3
maker of heaven and earth Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1
and of all things visible and invisible. Col 1:16
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Rm 10:9
the only-begotten Son of God, Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16
begotten of His Father before all worlds, Jn 1:2
God of God, Light of Light, Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1
very God of very God, Col 2:9
begotten, not made, Jn 1:2
being of one substance with the Father, Jn 10:30
by whom all things were made; Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3
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who for us men and for our salvation 1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23
came down from heaven Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Lk 1:34–35
and was made man; Jn 1:14
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18
He suffered and was buried. Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9
and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55
And He will come again with glory Mt 26:64
to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12
whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Pt 1:11
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
the Lord and giver of life, Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Jn 15:26
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16–17
who spoke by the prophets. Ez 11:5
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Eph 4:5
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18
and the life T of the world to come. Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42
Amen. Ps 106:48
Kneeling

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sitting

OFFERING
Please continue to support the ministry of the First Lutheran Church of Boston.
https://www.flc-boston.org/online-giving

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON
Sperent in te

Ps 9:10–12

They that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee:
For Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee.
Sing praises to the Lord, Which dwelleth in Zion:
He forgetteth not the cry of the humble.
Standing
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OFFERTORY

PREFACE
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Ps 51:10–12

2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136

LSB 176
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Mt 6:9–13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but T deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

LSB 178

Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

Jn 20:19

Jn 1:29

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Ego clamavi
I have called upon Thee, for Thou wilt hear me, O God:
incline Thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.
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Ps 17:6

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray

LSB 623
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“As Surely as I Live,” God Said

LSB 614

5

The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.

7

6

When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.

D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!
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All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,
In which You show Your richest grace;
From false indulgence guard our race.

NUNC DIMITTIS

Lk 2:29–32
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Num 6:24–26

LSB 183

PAGE 15

RECESSIONAL HYMN
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

POSTLUDE
Sonata in G, BWV 530—III. Allegro
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Johann Sebastian Bach

END NOTES
Introit: Mode VI
Gradual: Mode VII
Offertory antiphon: Mode III
Communion antiphon: Mode VIII
LSB 972: Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
LSB 594: Text © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002372
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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