
Misericordias Domini 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2020 
  

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Though your people walk in the  
Valley of darkness, 
No evil should they fear; 
For they follow in faith the  
Call of the Shepherd 
Whom You have sent for their hope and 
strength. 
Attune our minds to the sound of His voice, 
Lead our steps in the path He has shown, 
That we may know the strength of  
His outstretched arm 
And enjoy the light of Your  
Presence forever. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The Lord did not just create man 
anew with His hand in a wonderful 
way, but held him near Him. He 
did not merely restore human na-
ture and raise it up from its fall, but 
in an indescribable fashion clothed 
Himself in it and indivisibly united 
Himself with it. He was born both 
God and Man, born of a woman 
that He might restore the human 
nature created by Him, but born of 
a virgin, that He might make man-
kind new. 
 

St. Gregory of Palamas 
Homily Sixteen 
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PRELUDE 
From the Orgel-Büchlein Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 Erstanden ist der heil’ge Christ, BWV 628     The holy Christ is arisen 
 Erschienen ist der herrliche Tag, BWV 629     The glorious day is come 

T   T   T 

The Divine Service, Setting Two  •  LSB 167 
Standing 

HYMN 
The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done LSB 464 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 1 Kgs 8:27–30; Mt 18:20; 28:18–20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Kneeling 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His author-
ity, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Standing 

INTROIT 
Misericordias Domini Ps 33:1, 18–20; antiphon: Ps 33:5–6 

C The earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. Alle- | luia.* 
  By the word of the Lord the heavens were made. Alle- | luia. 
 Shout for joy in the Lord, O you | righteous!* 
  Praise befits the | upright. 
 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who | fear him,* 
  on those who hope in his | steadfast love, 
 that he may deliver their | soul from death* 
  and keep them alive in | famine. 
 Our soul waits | for the Lord;* 
  he is our help | and our shield. 
 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 The earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. Alle- | luia.* 
  By the word of the Lord the heavens were made. Alle- | luia.  

If Jesus is risen from the dead, nothing else 
matters. If Jesus is not risen from the dead, 
nothing else matters. 
 

Jarislov Pelikan 
 

T 
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KYRIE     Mk 10:47; Lk 17:13 LSB 168 
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CANTICLE LSB 170 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT     2 Tm 4:22 LSB 172 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to 
Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness 
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sitting 

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34:11–16 
“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 

them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scat-
tered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peo-
ples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 
country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be 
their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they 
shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself 
will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Redemptionem misit Ps 111:9; Jn 10:14 

C Alle- | luia,* 
alle- | luia. 

 The Lord has sent redemption to His | people.* 
Alle- | luia. 

 I am the good | Shepherd.* 
I know My own and My own know Me. Alle- | luia.  
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:21–25 
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an ex-

ample, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found 
in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you 
have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Standing 

ALLELUIA     Jn 6:68 LSB 173 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

 

 [Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Ps 23:1–6 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

Sitting 

SERMON 

Standing 

  

But then Christ’s body and blood is personally united with His Godhead. It is the holy 
Temple in which the entire fullness of Godhead dwells bodily (Col. 2:9). And why 
should the reception and nurture of the body and blood of Christ not be promotional 
and helpful towards godliness? The assumed human Nature of Christ has been 
anointed with the Holy Spirit without measure (John 3:34). Since the Holy Spirit, who is 
a Spirit of sanctification (Rom. 1:4), resides with total fullness in the human nature of 
Christ, how should not then the reception of the true body and blood of Christ be of ser-
vice for sanctification by the Spirit, and thus also for godliness? (2 The. 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:1) 
The flesh of Christ is a life-giving flesh (John 6:33). Accordingly, how then should the 
reception and partaking of it not be of service for us to become partakers of the spiritual 
life which is from God? (Eph. 4:18) However, if we then through the salutary and fruit-
ful eating and drinking of the holy Lord Supper become partakers of the body that ema-
nates from God, then it also obviously will transport us towards godliness. 
 

Johann Gerhard 
Schola Pietatis, vol. 2, p. 49 

T 
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,     Rm 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father Almighty,     Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth     Gn 1:1; Jn 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.     Col 1:16 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,     Rm 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,     Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16 
begotten of His Father before all worlds,     Jn 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,     Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1 
very God of very God,     Col 2:9 
begotten, not made,     Jn 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,     Jn 10:30 

by whom all things were made;     Hb 1:2; Jn 1:3 
who for us men and for our salvation     1 Tm 2:4; Rm 3:23 

came down from heaven     Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary     Lk 1:34–35 

and was made man;     Jn 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.     Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16–18 
He suffered and was buried.     Jn 19:1–3; Lk 23:53 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures     1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
and ascended into heaven     Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory     Mt 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,     Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12 
whose kingdom will have no end.     2 Pt 1:11 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,     Gn 1:2; Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,     Gn 1:2; Jn 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,     Jn 15:26 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     Mt 3:16–17 
who spoke by the prophets.     Ez 11:5 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,     1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19–22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,     Eph 4:5 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead     1 Cor 15:35–49; 1 Thess 4:13–18 
and the life T of the world to come.     Mk 10:29–30; Mt 10:40–42 

Amen.     Ps 106:48 

Kneeling 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sitting 
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OFFERTORY MOTET Ps 23:1–4 
God is My Shepherd Antonín Dvořák (1841–1904) 

God is my Shepherd, I want for nothing. 
My rest is in the pleasant meadows, He leadeth me where quiet waters flow. 
My fainting soul doth He restore,  
and guideth me in the ways of peace, to glorify His name. 
And though in death’s dark valley my steps must wander, my spirit shall not fear,  
for Thou art by me still, Thy rod and staff are with me, and they shall comfort me. 

Standing 

OFFERTORY     Ps 51:10–12 LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE     2 Tm 4:22; Col 3:1; Ps 136 LSB 177 

 

 
C And  with your  spir-    it. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are 
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored 
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the com-
pany of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

SANCTUS     Is 6:3; Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9–10 LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22; 1 Cor 11:23–35 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; THIS IS 
MY T BODY, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks He 
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it, all of you; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MY T BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI     Jn 20:19 LSB 180 

 

 

AGNUS DEI     Jn 1:29 LSB 180 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN               O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe LSB 666 

 

 

 

 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS     Lk 2:29–32 LSB 182 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 
with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 
has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION     Num 6:24–26 LSB 183 

 
 

 
  

In Latin, to bless is benedicere, which means literally: saying 
good things. The Father wants to say, more with his touch than 
with his voice, good things of his children. He has no desire to 
punish them. They have already been punished excessively by 
their own inner or outer waywardness. The Father wants 
simply to let them know that the love they have searched for in 
such distorted ways has been, is, and always will be there for 
them. The Father wants to say, more with his hands than with 
his mouth: “You are my Beloved, on you my favor rests.” He is 
the shepherd, “feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast.” 
 

Henri J. M. Nouwen 
The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming, p. 111 

 

T 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Shepherd of Tender Youth LSB 864 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Herzlich tut mich erfreuen, op. 122, no. 4 Johannes Brahms (1833–1897) 
 Heartily do I rejoice 
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END NOTES 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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