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Adorn yourself,  

O cavern.  

Make yourself ready,  

O manger.  

O shepherds and magi,  

Bring your gifts and bear witness.  

For the Virgin is coming  

Bearing Christ in her womb. 

 

Thomas Hopko 

 

Harry Reasoner: Eleven years ago, in my previous incarnation on this broad-

cast, I did a little Christmas piece. It seemed like a good idea to repeat it. The basis for 

this tremendous annual burst of buying things and gift-giving and parties and near 

hysteria is a quiet event that Christians believe actually happened a long time ago. 

You can say that in all societies there’s always been a mid-winter festival and that 

many of the trappings of our Christmas are almost violently pagan; but you come 

back to the central fact of the day in the quietness of Christmas morning – the birth of 

God on Earth. 

It leaves you with only three ways of accepting Christmas: one is cynically, as 

a time to make money or endorse the making of it; second is graciously, the appropri-

ate attitude for non-Christians, who wish their Christian fellow citizens all the joys to 

which their beliefs entitle them; and third, of course, is reverently. If this is the anni-

versary of the appearance of the Lord of the universe in the form of a helpless baby, it 

is a very important day. 

It’s a startling idea, of course. My guess is that the whole story – that a virgin 

was selected by God to bear his Son as a way of showing his love and concern for man 

– it’s my guess that in spite of all the lip service they have given it, it is not an idea that 

has been popular with theologians. It’s a somewhat illogical idea, and theologians 

love logic almost as much as they love God. It’s so revolutionary a thought that it 

probably could only come from a God who is beyond logic and beyond theology. It 

has a magnificent appeal. Almost nobody has seen God, and almost nobody has any 

real idea of what He’s like; and the truth is that among men the idea of seeing God 

suddenly and standing in the very bright light is not necessarily a completely comfort-

able and appealing idea. 

But everybody has seen babies, and most people like them. If God wanted to 

be loved as well as feared, He moved correctly here. If He wanted to know His peo-

ple, as well as rule them, He moved correctly here, for a baby growing up learns all 

about people. If God wanted to be intimately a part of man, He moved correctly, for 

the experience of birth and family hood is our most intimate and precious experience. 

So it comes beyond logic. It is either all falsehood, or it is the truest thing in the world. 

It is a story of the great innocence of God the baby, God in the power of man; and it is 

such a dramatic shot toward the heart that it – if it is not true, for Christians nothing is 

true. So, if a Christian is touched only once a year, the touching is still worth it. And 

maybe on some given Christmas, some final quiet morning, the touch will take. 

 

60 Minutes, December 1980 
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PRELUDE 

Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ Matthias Weckmann (c. 1616–1674)
 text: LSB 382 

T   T   T 

Matins  •  LSB 219 

Standing 

HYMN 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light LSB 378 
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INVITATORY     Ps 51:15; Ps 70:1 LSB 219 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

T 

Mary is the Mother of Jesus and the 
Mother of us all even though it was Christ 
alone who reposed on her knees […]. If he 
is ours, we ought to be in his situation; 
there where he is, we ought also to be and 
all that he ought to be ours, and his mother 
is also our mother. 
 

Martin Luther 
Sermon on Christmas, 1529 
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VENITE     Ps 95:1–7 LSB 220 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sitting 
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PSALM 93 antiphon: Wis 18:14–15 

Dominus regnavit 

Antiphon: When all was still, and it was midnight:  

Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 

L The Lord reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 

 the Lord is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 

C Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 

 it shall nev- | er be moved. 

L Your throne is established | from of old;* 

 you are from ever- | lasting. 

C The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 

 the floods lift up their | roaring. 

L Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves | of the sea,* 

 the Lord on high is | mighty! 

C Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

holiness befits your house, O Lord, for- | evermore. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The antiphon is repeated. 
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PSALM 84 antiphon: Ps 118:26–27 

Quam dilecta 

Antiphon: Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord:  

God is the Lord, who has showed us light. 

L How lovely is your | dwelling place,* 

 O | Lord of hosts! 

C My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the Lord;* 

my heart and flesh sing for joy to the | living God. 

L Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may | lay her young,* 

 at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King | and my God. 

C Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,* 

 ever sing- | ing your praise! 

L Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 

 in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 

C As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a | place of springs;* 

 the early rain also covers | it with pools. 

L They go from | strength to strength;* 

 each one appears before God in | Zion. 

C O Lord God of hosts, | hear my prayer;* 

 give ear, O God of | Jacob! 

L Behold our shield, | O God;* 

 look on the face of your a- | nointed! 

C For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.* 

 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God  

 than dwell in the tents of | wickedness. 

L For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and | honor.* 

 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly. 

C O | Lord of hosts,* 

 blessèd is the one who | trusts in you! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The antiphon is repeated. 
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Standing 

OFFICE HYMN 

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

D  7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

Sitting 
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LESSON Isaiah 11:1–5 

 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

LESSON Galatians 4:1–7 

I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner 

of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In the same 

way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. But 

when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you 

are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Standing 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] 

brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 

“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice ac-

cording to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now 

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he 

came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him ac-

cording to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 

and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts 

from many hearts may be revealed.” 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was ad-

vanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as 

a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and 

prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak 

of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 

And the favor of God was upon him. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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RESPONSORY     Jn 1:14, 1 LSB 221 

 

Sitting 

SERMON 

 

  

God on earth, God among us! No longer the God who gives his law amid flashes 
of lightning, to the sound of the trumpet on the smoking mountain, within the 
darkness of a terrifying storm, but the God who speaks gently and with kindness 
in a human body to his kindred. God in the flesh! It is no longer the God who acts 
only at particular instants, as in the prophets, but one who completely assumes 
our human nature and through his flesh, which is that of our race, lifts all human-
ity up to him [...]. 
 Look deeply into this mystery. God comes in the flesh in order to destroy 
the death concealed in the flesh. In the same way as remedies and medications tri-
umph over the factors of corruption when they are assimilated into the body, and 
in the same way as the darkness which reigns in a house is dispelled by the entry 
of light, so death, which held human nature in its power, was annihilated by the 
coming of the Godhead. In the same way as ice, when in water, prevails over the 
liquid element as long as it is night, and darkness covers everything, but is dis-
solved when the sun comes up, under the warmth of its rays: so death reigned till 
the coming of Christ; but when the saving grace of God appeared and the sun of 
justice rose, death was swallowed up in this victory, being unable to endure the 
sojourn of the true Life among us. O, the depth of the goodness of God and of his 
love for all of us! 
 Let us give glory to God with the shepherds, let us dance in choir with the 
angels, for “this day a Savior has been born to us, the Messiah and Lord.” He is 
the Lord who has appeared to us, not in his divine form, in order not to terrify us 
in our weakness, but in the form of a servant, that he might set free what had been 
reduced to servitude. Who could be so faint-hearted and so ungrateful as not to 
rejoice and exult in gladness for what is taking place? [...] Let us celebrate the sal-
vation of the world, the day when humanity was born. Today Adam’s condemna-
tion has been lifted. We shall no longer say: “You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return,” but “United to him who is in heave, you shall be lifted up to heaven.” 
 

Basil the Great (Bishop of Caesarea) 
Homily for the Birth of Christ 

 

 

T 
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Standing 

BENEDICTUS     Lk 1:68–79 LSB 226 

Antiphon: Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel: 

and for a sign which shall be spoken against, alleluia.   Lk 2:34 

 

 

 

 

The antiphon is repeated. 
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Kneeling 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47 LSB 227 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but T deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COLLECTS 

 

 

 

 

L O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your 

Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him 

who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

L Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being 

instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light 

of everlasting life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
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L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to 

the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this 

day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being 

ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Standing 

BENEDICAMUS     Ps 103:1 LSB 228 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 2 Cor 13:14 
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HYMN 

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text and tune: LSB 386 
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END NOTES 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 
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