
 
Vespers for The Annunciation of Our Lord 

March 25, 2020 
PRELUDE 
Meine Seele erhebt den Herren, BWV 648 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 text: LSB 231 

Vespers  •  LSB 229 
Standing 

INVITATORY LSB 229 

 

 Ps 51:15 

 

 Ps 70:1 

 

 

 
Sitting  

God acts mercifully not by contradicting His 
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PSALM 45 
 

 My heart overflows with a pleasing theme; 
 I address my verses | to the king;* 
 my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 
You are the most handsome of the sons of men; 
 grace is poured up- | on your lips;* 
 therefore God has blessed you for- | ever. 

 Gird your sword on your thigh, O | mighty one,* 
 in your splendor and | majesty! 
In your majesty ride out victoriously 
 for the cause of truth and meekness and | 
 righteousness;* 
 let your right hand teach you | awesome deeds! 

 Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s | 
 enemies;* 
 the peoples fall | under you. 
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. 
 The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of  
 up- | rightness;* 
 you have loved righteousness and hated | 
 wickedness. 

 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
 with the oil of gladness beyond your  
 com- | panions;* 
 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes 
 and | cassia. 
From ivory palaces stringed instruments | make 
 you glad;* 
 daughters of kings are among your ladies of 
 honor; at your right hand stands the queen  
 in gold of | Ophir. 

 Hear, O daughter, and consider, and in-  
 | cline your ear:* 
 forget your people and your | father’s house, 
and the king will desire your | beauty.* 
 Since he is your lord, | bow to him. 

 The people of Tyre will seek your fa- | vor  
 with gifts,* 
 the richest of the | people. 
All glorious is the princess in her chamber, 
 with robes interwoven | with gold.* 
 In many-colored robes she is led to the 
 king, with her virgin companions 
 following be- | hind her. 

 With joy and gladness they are | led along* 
 as they enter the palace | of the king. 
In place of your fathers shall | be your sons;* 
 you will make them princes in |  
 all the earth. 

 I will cause your name to be remembered in all 
 gener- | ations;* 
 therefore nations will praise you forever  
 and | ever. 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Standing 
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OFFICE HYMN 
Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 
Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 7:10–14 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that 
you weary my God also? Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 4 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:26–38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Naza-

reth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the LORD God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORY     Ps 51:14; 59:1; 141:8 LSB 231 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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MAGNIFICAT     Lk 1:46–55 LSB 231 

Stand 
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Kneeling 

KYRIE     Mk 10:47 LSB 233 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     Mt 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but T deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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COLLECTS LSB 233 

 

 2 Tim 4:22 

P O Lord, as we have known the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, by the message 
of the angel to the virgin Mary, so by the message of His cross and passion bring us 
to the glory of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wicked-
ness and live. Graciously behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. With-
draw the scourge of Your wrath and be moved in mercy to turn away this pestilence 
from us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

BENEDICAMUS     [Ps 103:1] LSB 234 
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BENEDICTION     2 Cor 13:14 LSB 234 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Fuga sopra il Magnificat, BWV 733 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 text: LSB 231 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the Gospel was obscured and the proper understanding of it hidden, God still 
kept it for the salvation of His own. These words too, “And the Word became flesh,” 
were held in reverence. They were sung daily in every Mass in a slow tempo and were 
set to a special melody, different from that for the other words.  And when the congrega-
tion came to the words, “from the Virgin Mary and was made man,” every one genu-
flected and removed his hat. It would still be proper and appropriate to kneel at the 
words “and was made man,” to sing them with long notes as formerly, to listen with 
happy hearts to the message the Divine Majesty abased Himself and became like us poor 
bags of worms, and to thank God for the ineffable mercy and compassion reflected in the 
incarnation of the Deity. But who can ever do justice to that theme?...The following tale is 
told about a course and brutal lout.  While the words, “And was made man” were being 
sung in church, he remained standing, neither genuflecting nor removing his hat. He 
showed no reverence, but just stood there like a clod. All the others dropped to their 
knees when the Nicene Creed was prayed and chanted devoutly. Then the devil stepped 
up to him and hit him so hard it made his head spin. He cursed him gruesomely and 
said: “May hell consume you, you boorish ass (mule)! If God had become an angel like 
me and the congregation sang: ‘God was made an angel,’ I would bend not only my 
knees but my whole body to the ground!  Yes, I would crawl ten ells down into the 
ground. And you vile human creature, you stand there like a stick or a stone. You hear 
that God did not become an angel but a man like you, and you just stand there like a stick 
of wood!” Whether this story is true or not, it is nevertheless in accordance with the faith 
(Rom. 12:6). With this illustrative story the holy fathers wished to admonish the youth to 
revere the indescribably great miracle of the incarnation; they wanted us to open our eyes 
wide and ponder these words as well.” 

Martin Luther 
 Luther’s Works  

Vol. 22, pp.102-103, 105-106. 
 
 

T 
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END NOTES 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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