
Athanasian Creed 
The Athanasian Creed is the longest of the three Ecumenical Creeds and the most exhaustive 
with regards to the Trinity.  One will not find a superior definition of the Trinity, nor a more 
demanding Creed in terms of its technical aspects.  This Creed is also the most contentious with 
its strong anathema regarding those who believe contrary, and its apparent works 
righteousness ending.  As with our worksheet on the first two Ecumenical Creeds (Apostles’ and 
Nicene), we have broken down the Athanasian Creed line by line and give the Scripture verses 
from which the line is drawn. 
 
We have used as our starting blueprint: 
http://www.redeemedsb.org/blog/2016/6/23/assessment-of-the-athanasian-creed. While 
Redeemed South Bay is a heterodox church, the doctrine contained in the Creed is held in 
common among all Christians and thus the texts used to support it will be universal.  Some 
references were not cogent to the point being expressed by the Creed and thus were redacted 
in order to improve the relevancy of the supporting Scripture.  Additional Scriptural references 
are added in some places to clarify known difficulties with the Creed by the laity.  The 
references below are not exhaustive.  The text for the Athanasian Creed itself comes from the 
Lutheran Service Book pages 319-320, with the verses of the Creed in the parenthesis.  Unlike 
the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds we have broken the Creed into five main sections, assigning a 
hymn to each.  These hymns highlight the five main parts of the Athanasian Creed: Anathemas, 
Unity of the Trinity, Persons of the Trinity, Person of Jesus Christ, and Work of Jesus Christ. 
 
+Soli Deo Gloria+ 
First Lutheran Church of Boston, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
 
 
 

Athanasian Creed Scripture Hymn 

Whoever desires to be saved 
must, above all, hold the 
catholic faith. (1) 

John 14:6, Acts 4:12, Rom. 
3:23-25, 10:13, Heb. 11:6 

Lord Keep Us Steadfast in 
Your Word (LSB 655) 

Whoever does not keep it 
whole and undefiled will 
without doubt perish 
eternally. (2) 

Mark 9:43, Rom. 2:6-8, 6:23, 
1 Cor. 1:18, Gal 3:10-11, 2 
Thes. 1:8-9, Rev. 21:8 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.redeemedsb.org/blog/2016/6/23/assessment-of-the-athanasian-creed


And the catholic faith is this, 
that we worship one God in 
Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
neither confusing the persons 
nor dividing the substance. 
(3-4) 

Gen. 1:26, Deut. 6:4, Is. 
43:10, Matt. 3:16-17, 28:19, 
Mark 12:29, 12:32, John 
10:30, 2 Cor. 13:14, Eph. 4:5, 
Jas. 2:19 

Holy, Holy, Holy (LSB 507) 

For the Father is one person, 
the Son is another, and the 
Holy Spirit is another. (5) 

Matt. 3:16-17, Mark 1:9-11, 
Luke 3:21-22, John 1:18, 
6:44, 10:15, 14:16-17, 
14:26-27, 15:26, 16:7, 
16:13-15, Acts 8:29, 10:19, 
13:2-4, Rom. 8:27, 1 Cor. 8:6, 
Eph. 4:4-6 

 

But the Godhead of the 
Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit is one: the 
glory equal, the majesty 
coeternal. Such as the Father 
is, such is the Son, and such 
is the Holy Spirit: (6-7) 

Gen. 1:2, 1:26, Ex. 3:14-15, 
Is. 44:6, John 8:58, 16:15, 
Acts 5:3-4, Rom. 8:9, 1 Cor. 
12:4-6, Col. 2:9, Heb. 9:14, 
10:29, 1 Pet. 1:2, Rev. 5:13, 
21:22-23 

 

the Father uncreated, the 
Son uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit uncreated; (8) 

Gen. 1:1, Ps. 90.2, Is. 40:28, 
John 1:1, Eph. 3:10-11, Col. 
1:17 

 

the Father infinite, the Son 
infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 
(9) 

1 Kings 8:27, Ps. 113:4-6, 
145:3, 147:5, Is. 40:28, Jer. 
23:24, Rom. 11:33, Eph. 3:8 

 

the Father eternal, the Son 
eternal, the Holy Spirit 
eternal. And yet there are not 
three Eternals, but one 
Eternal, just as there are not 
three Uncreated or three 
Infinites, but one Uncreated 
and one Infinite. (10-12) 

Is. 9:6, 48:12, Matt. 3:11, 
John 1:1, 1:3, Rom. 1:4, 1 
Cor. 8:4, Col. 1:17, Heb. 
9:14, Tit. 3:5-6, Rev. 1:8, 
22:13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the same way, the Father 
is almighty, the Son almighty, 
the Holy Spirit almighty; and 
yet there are not three 
Almighties but one Almighty. 
(13-14) 

Gen. 17:1, 18:14, Ps. 62:11, 
Matt. 19:26, Mark 14:36, 
Luke 1:35, John 5:21, 1 Cor. 
8:4, 12:4, 12:11, Eph. 
1:20-21, 3:20-21, Phil. 
3:20-21, Col. 2:9-10, Heb. 
1:3, 1 Pet. 3:22, Rev. 1:8, 
4:8, 11:17, 15:3, 16:7, 16:14, 
19:6 

 

So the Father is God, the Son 
is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 
and yet there are not three 
Gods, but one God. (15-16) 

Gen. 1:26, Is. 9:6, Matt. 1:23, 
28:19, John 1:1, 1:14, 6:27, 
10:30, 20:28; Acts 5:3-4, 
20:28, Rom. 9:5, 1 Cor. 
2:10-11, 3:16, 6:19, 8:4, 2 
Cor. 1:21-22, 3:17, Col. 
1:15-17, 2:9, Tit. 2:10 

 

So the Father is Lord, the 
Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is 
Lord; and yet there are not 
three Lords, but one Lord. 
Just as we are compelled by 
the Christian truth to 
acknowledge each distinct 
person as God and Lord, so 
also we are prohibited by the 
catholic religion to say that 
there are three Gods or 
Lords. (17-19) 

Deut. 6:4, Matt. 11:25, Luke 
2:11, Acts 10:36, 1 Cor. 6:14, 
2 Cor. 3:17, Rev. 17:14 

 

The Father is not made nor 
created nor begotten by 
anyone. The Son is neither 
made nor created, but 
begotten of the Father alone. 
The Holy Spirit is of the 
Father and of the Son, 
neither made nor created nor 
begotten, but proceeding. 
(20-22) 

Gen. 1:1, John 1:14, 1:18, 
3:16, 3:18, 5:26, 14:26, 
15:26, 16:7, 1 Cor. 8:6, Col. 
1:16-17, 1 John 5:20, Rev. 
4:11 

O Blessed, Holy Trinity 
(LSB 876) 

Thus, there is one Father, not 
three Fathers; one Son, not 
three Sons, one Holy Spirit, 
not three Holy Spirits. (23) 

Matt. 23:9, 1 Cor. 8:6, 12:13, 
Eph. 4:4-6 

 

 



 

And in this Trinity none is 
before or after another; none 
is greater or less than 
another; but the whole three 
persons are coeternal with 
each other and coequal, so 
that in all things, as has been 
stated above, the Trinity in 
Unity and Unity in Trinity is to 
be worshiped. (24-25) 

Matt. 28:19, John 1:1-2, 
10:30, 16:14-15, 17:5, 17:10, 
Acts 5:3-4, 1 Cor. 12:11, Eph. 
4:4-6, Heb. 9:14 

 

Therefore, whoever desires 
to be saved must think thus 
about the Trinity. (26) 

Matt. 28:19-20, John 3:18, 
3:36, 8:34-38, Rom. 3:28 

 

But it is also necessary for 
everlasting salvation that one 
faithfully believe the 
incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (27) 

Matt. 1:23, John 1:14, 3:18, 
6:40, Acts 13:38, Gal. 4:4, 
Phil. 2:6-8, 1 Tim. 2:5-6, 3:16 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep 
Silence (LSB 621) 

Therefore, it is the right faith 
that we believe and confess 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, is at the 
same time both God and 
man. (28) 

Matt. 1:23, 3:17, 10:32-33, 
17:5, Luke 2:11, John 1:14, 
3:18, 6:40, 8:58, Acts 13:38, 
Rom. 10:9, Gal. 4:4, Phil. 
2:5-11, Col. 3:17, 1 Tim. 
2:5-6, 3:16, Heb. 5:5, 1 Pet. 
3:15, 2 Pet. 1:17 

 

He is God, begotten from the 
substance of the Father 
before all ages; and He is 
man, born from the 
substance of His mother in 
this age: perfect God and 
perfect man, composed of a 
rational soul and human 
flesh; equal to the Father with 
respect to His divinity, less 
than the Father with respect 
to His humanity. (29-31) 

Matt. 26:38, Luke 2:52, 
24:39, John 1:1-3, 1:14, 5:23, 
7:29, 10:30, 11:35, 12:27, 
16:15, 17:24, 19:33-34, Acts 
2:27, Rom. 1:3, Gal. 4:4, Phil. 
2:5-11, Col. 1:16 

 

Although He is God and man, 
His not two, but one Christ: 
(32) 

Rom. 5:15, 5:17, 1 Cor. 8:6, 
Eph. 4:5, 1 John 2:22 

 

 



 

one, however, not by the 
conversion of the divinity into 
flesh, but by the assumption 
of humanity into God; one 
altogether, not by confusion 
of substance, but by unity of 
person.  For as the rational 
soul and flesh is one man, so 
God and man is one Christ, 
(33-35) 

Matt. 1:23, John 1:1, 1:14, 
Phil. 2:5-8, Heb. 2:14-17 

 

who suffered for our 
salvation, descended into 
hell, rose again the third day 
from the dead, (36) 

Is. 52:13-53:12, Rom. 3:25, 
4:25, 6:4, 8:11, 1 Cor. 6:14, 
Gal. 1:4, Eph. 1:7, Col. 1:20, 
1 Thes. 4:14, 5:10, Heb. 2:17, 
1 Pet. 1:3, 2:24, 3:18-19, 1 
John 2:2 

I Bind Unto Myself Today 
(LSB 604) 

ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of 
the Father, God Almighty, 
from whence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
(37) 

Ps. 110:1, Luke 24:51, John 
5:22, Acts 1:9, 1:11, 7:56, 
10:42, 17:31, Rom. 8:34, 2 
Cor. 5:10, Col 3:1 

 

At His coming all people will 
rise again with their bodies 
and give an account 
concerning their own deeds. 
(38) 

Job 19:26, John 5:28-29, 
Rom. 14:12, Rev. 20:12 

 

And those who have done 
good will enter into eternal 
life, and those who have 
done evil into eternal fire. (39) 

Matt. 7:17-18, 16:27, 
25:31-46, John 5:28-29, 
15:4-6, Rom. 8:1-11, 2 Cor. 
5:10, Eph 2:8-10, Heb. 11:6, 
Rev. 20:12 

 

This is the catholic faith; 
whoever does not believe it 
faithfully and firmly cannot be 
saved. (40) 

John 3:18, Gal. 1:8, 2 Thes. 
2:15, Jude 3 

 

 
 


